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It was the molt inii&btful and nwving Cbriatmu · · · · '· · .. · · · · · · ·~, 
Eve ser~ in my me~~-~' . ' .. '\' ';,· Vemon . ..Jarrett' \ :~; 

1 The speaker was Rev. David Harrts, pastor of st:,:t # • •. .'
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:~·~:~r:tin~~:~~~~r=~=-~.-)··~-- e...·Parucutar_· -~, .... can1n_ 'b ·~ 
,the academic with the emotional. He was the perfeel.i\: Wel't DOt the ~ ldocl. , ·. . · _: . ' Ll 

1priest to talk about the "real essence" of_ our celebr~~ ,.., . ..,. Ia more tbaQ a burslarl.'' ~ one ot u. 
.tion of the birth of Christ. , · · . . . ,~,-~. ·"M7 car doors were UNocked. 'H,e didn'• 

Father .IWTII didn\ dellter tbe old ~ :· . .bve, to~-~ ~ &et !D!' . -~ · 
=·~~ a!~~B~ beo~ ~~:0::, J:,, · 4nother vietU1l aatcl. •'Tbat &UY ~ bave eDtere4 
antlmateriaUstle symbolism of Chlist'4 birth in ·a·.; each car with a cl~er in leu than 10 ~ 
mange,r. · • · .· ···. ·;..,without ~Y damage. 't'b8 man wm .did lbis taate., . ' . . . ' . everbodJ; Tbla is plain meanDf~~t~}T' . . . 

He urged bls aud10nce of middJ.e..clau Wo.-ahi . · '•,. ·. . · · · · · · · · ' ·. · ;, 
to avoid any Interpretation of ~mila as a CHI; · · A look, at the car next to mine pt'OWid tbe polut. 
for the affluent orily. Cbriatmas bas a meaning and a ~ .. ~~~ ":: .~chroin, ~~~v~ 
message for all mankind, "including the poor in , · ·~..., ."~'.,.... _. me ....,.......... ~ 
,pirit And the rejected," he declared with fervor and . ·~er be .... ~· ! . '.· ~ ' . ·-- . ' . ~ 
eloquence. . . - · . · :1 beard no one txpn11 a fee11nl of brotberboOd ~of. 

The Christian truth is that Christmas belongs t9 the 'il .. tbe vandal. l waa 10 angry tbat t woukl:Uve· beelf 
"poor who are our brothens and alsterJ,'' he ~ · w1lUng to ...00 CbrlatmQ morning at a jail ~ to 
tinued. Father Harris reminded us tbat Chr~'l -~He hfm ~ up. To m7 credit ind the ~ ot· 
.motbe~ was a teenage pl who bad ~n turned away ; . otben,. ,oe ~'t ~ pasalooately -angry· . ·. · ~ 
at the mn. . . . .·· . Even though 1 .tm thought the vandal abould b4l'i 

Throughout the aermon ;one could aense the 'DUiliabed. 1 tiied to unc:lerstaDd what it would be llk8' 
groundsweU of bl'Ptherbood and sisterhood. After .ti'Mt . . tor me tO be without money and without an outer ~ 
sermon the whorshlpera all .ahoo)c bailda and many.;- OQ- a chUl7 Christmas' Eve. . ·. · · ·· 
embraced the indlvlduals nearest· themselves; Father ~ · ·· · ": ·. . · · . · ·; 
Harris walk~ _up and down the center aisle, shaking , J, too, would be an aD1J'Y man .. Alld my anaer; 
hands and -,v18b1ng God'a blessings for us in 198S. would woraen {with the contempla~n tbat for mo 

. · . . . things hardly 'Would pt better by next Qbristmas., 
For the first time m a long time I enjoyed a deep There are thousands upoaa thousimda of AmeriCan 

sense of brotherhood and unity "with all mankind. • who tu:e Qndldates for iucl! a alek feel~, espectallY. 
Then it happened. Suddenly the mood and ~ . those who feel permanently eonaigned to the lowel!. 

climate changed. . . · · .• !.i..: ..,. of ~Y~ 4 

· Wlthin minutes,. brotherly love· was shunted aside 1 had sat tn a chUrch 8nd heard·~. ve17 ~ 
and contempt reigned. Some unidentifi¥ "brother'l .. ChrlatlllN Eve sermon. But there are llterall)t tens of 
had bashed 1n the windows of several cans parked in' ~ w~ bearta and minda have been. born" 
the church's parking lot. The windows of my ·car barded with another 1De881lP, the 'da_Uy eermon 
were spared oy a split second only because a church preached b:y their dispair. The latter sermon is more 
officer left the .ervice earUer than moat of the ' abldlna for more people. The latter indlvlduala are 
worshipers. . · · going lo bate aomebOdy. If the7 can'$· atta~ the 

· sources .of their d!apalr, they'll attack whomeVer is' 
The wtndo'!VS of at least four cars had been- nearby, including other v1ct1ms of hopelesaneu. 

smashed; presumably in the Ptoce88 of a b~ary · · · 
The church officer deactibed the culprit as a YounS ~ , What we. have today is a circumstance in wblch 
man who apparently did not wear an outer coat. ·American will be.turned against Americaa, the havea 
"Yes, he was one of us," sa1c:t the church officer·· against all level4, of the have ~of 
meaning be was a black man. ' race; ' · · • · 

St. Margaret is located at Z555 E: 73d St., ln ' With ~mploJDleDt nmning amuck and DO inltiiJ. 
Chicago's South Shore community, which is nOt as tiona in autborKlec":willing to act for cbanp. 'tla not 
underprivUedged or as uc=r ctasa as many other Ute aeason (or de) to be jolly. So muct. for the 
Chlcag~ ~·· )Vh? t}lif. ~- of ~glary 81\d v~- ~ ~ )»'otberb()o4 •u~ , .. '" .. : !!:. • .. .....: • 

WORDS OF~ CASE S'IUDY No. !±_ 

I'm not going to introduce any questions of my own about this one. Let's 
see what kind of questions and answers seem appropriate to you._ · 
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