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new o pe felt to his wife bub ke Rad difficolss bruing to
Figure ouh how Lo bedin, Years before he had decided that
wog chore ke would nob do around the house was ko saped ook
e farbade -~ he would do angthing else 2ladiy, Dot nob
fhat., Mow: 23 he bed9an azking the Lord heow e comald get
Livroush b iz wife. there zeemed o be no abfPecach thab
was not Frefaced by that farbade zack 2itting b bhe back
o, S0 Finally he stoobed dowrs Picked the ba9 ub, anod
carrisd it oubt to the allev. Mis lowve For bBotl God and kbisz
wife had frown Past the roint where he Fad bo Prove hisz
suPeriority, He was free b0 bhecome 2 Sarbide carrier in
IC""‘E" w

Turn with me Lo Romans.: chabier Five, wertges siy
Lheoudir gight on Fate 288 in soue Bibles, Love 12 not
gglfish. It 9oezs cut of its wayw o Perform & 28rvice for
ancther. Lowe dogsn’t szk whether the lowed ong is wordh
af being lowved; Lowve Just loves. Leb's look at the sreabesh
gramble of 2171 Lims.

'
For the unSodly. MRy, one will haedle die
'1uu man -~ Lhoudkh Perhaks for o fSood man ones

o Bub Goud zhows his love for ous in

e et sinners F% ist died for ous.”

RGN&H& Sig-E, "lhile we were shill wesk, a2t the rickd

Out of thesze three wersess, we can 9lean three Fictures
of lowg. The first picture iz the contrast behtussn Faman
lowe and diviae love. The second is the onenezs of the love
of Good and Chrdst and the imPlications of thadt omensss.
Frrdds the third ricture iz the amazing faob that God
corends His lowve towards us,

Human lowve almost aluwavs has 8 selfish mobive. The
Righest detree of humdan 1owve wags described bw Chrdizt in
dotm 15013, "Greaters love haz no man than thils, that a M
lay dowrn iz 1ife for his Friends.” Mow, vou man think ﬁz
the svening news byoacdogsis sndd bhe tewsPaPers are fuil oof
stories about PeoPle duing for obhers bub. If we analuze
e motives Dehiding the acts, we wWill z2es bhat cases of
Rreuln deing for others are exbremsly rare.

Firah of 211, we can eliminate 31l casss where
chriztians mave digd for obibers by 2o0ind to Places of
daraslr o infection. In those cfzes the mobivation waz nob
Fuuman love at all bubt pather divine lowe sked abroad in
thgie bhearts. and waiz the -utw:rkiﬁ@ of that iaflowing
Towe, What we sare looking for iz ke nabueal rgaction of
Fiman lovwe.

Mt we can elimingbe seneral ackz of herolzm vhich
incivde zoaldigre duing for bheir counbryes firemen and
Folicemsn deing in the live of duty‘ and those wig rush
inbo burnind builidin2s o dumd inko Preezind waters and die
Hewin® Lo zave obhers. I odo not count any of these deatie
z wolunbars, There was a caloulated rizk ivwvolved. Thew
thoudlht bthey could make 1t others bhave beded andd macde it
before - Lhes oounld L0, DU Peorle are wery brave but
thes are not woluntarily @iving their lives for obhers.
Thes odid HOT iotend Lo dig.

Wwern Jou Bave eliminsted sacrifices bazed on reciless
bravado, maleulsted risk. and smotional usbalance. @ou are
Teft with wers few cases indeed. It iz these fow remaining
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cazes that send shivers uf our sPines 35 we consider what
really harrfensd. Many dears a290 thers was g4 ming Jdisaster
in Pemnsslvania. One of bhe survivors Had 2 wife and thres
ol ldeen. He related how be was frafred in the mine 3b 2
sfot where S8s was acoumulating. In the Falling debeis =
Sas mask was torr. Fnotfer wound man book of § Ris oun mas
and Forced it on his friend savind, “You have Mary and bhe
chllﬁPﬁTs theg need o, I oam 2lone and can 90.7 When we
reard about such an achk, we almost feel like we are treading
o Fio i “rutﬂjn

Oree.congicder bhe caze of 3 little crirpled 29irl who
Tiwed in +hp slums. The dag came when she was locky enoush
Lo underoo an oferabion that might gnable her Lo walk
amain. T+ was 3 sfecial dan indeed. hoth for ber oand bee
erbire Famils, Bubt after the oferation. some comflicabions
dewelored and she wroenkly needed & blood transfusion, Her
fourtesn sgar-old brother, who was 2 wery boudh kid used o
rlinin® bhe streets, wolunteered for the Job. He wis taken
Lo the bedside of h1@ sister, and watched while the wvein in
kg arm was ovened so that hiz blood misht flow into the
body of The trCﬁnsc1aua 2irl. Timg Faszed and he sat
gharing in btishh-lifPed silence. When 14 Was owers the
doctor Put hiz hand on Bils shoulder and told kim that he
waz werd brawve, FAfter a moment the Dow, who did not
urershand the ﬁmE”F” of bransfusions, looked ub oand saich
o, how long before 1T oroak® As far 3z hiz keart and
will were concernsd, he was deing, deoP by drobp, slowgly and
Willin®Rle, expecting that ker 1ife would mean hils own
desth. There, ivdegd. iz the hidghest in human love.

Thiz ztore iz 30 bhouckind that it has the obportonity
o Present one of the grestest errors that Satan has ewer
foisted on bthe buman race. Babtan aroues in this fashion:
Goaol iz love. Thiz examfle shows how 9read love is,. Lowve is
the frsatesh. Thersfore Love I8 God. IF 2ou oo 49 in love.
it dnean’t really matber what "1RY iszg Just so lond as lows
iz wour mohive. Such reazonin? haz led to the soe-callsd
'1z¢¢wuﬂl et of tocdad: the covtention keing that lowe iz
e St a1ﬁ1mn+a iystificabion, that anwthie® dore in lowvse 1z
mhay becauss lowe iz ites wobivabion. The «laszssic gxampPle of
iz error iz Bhe casgs of an obheruwise oubstanding Bible
reackher whe lost 2 son Lo enemy action during bhe First
Mer1ed War. He preached a serton in which he bold 211 who
had lost lowesd onss in the zervics that such self-sacrifics
woeenia e rewardsd by zalwvation, Thizg shows o relsing on
gmohion rakber than the Merd of God can unbalance ewven 3
kegn thenlofical mind, In rebly o this error. Dr.
Griffitih-Thomas Proclaimed, "I dthis were true. then a
Gereman bellet woold be Just 3z efficscious a2s the blood of
desus Chredizt. IF dthisz were true, then the Profer procedurs
would be bo emPhy the rrizons and Pub all the defrawved and
wicirwse ioto fthe front ling wkere shock droofs sould be
sure bo be killed., Thus. we could insure their salwationt”
The Sikle tells vz, Faoint bBlank, Lthat zuch human love. 1o
mather how 2reats, is never enouSh Lo commend the 2ol Lo
Goed s holy lowe, Thiz iz an inshbance of what lows iz HOT!
Love is MOT God! Gool i lowve ot lowe iz MOT God! Lows, by
ihaelf: iz dust zanokher idol: somebhing e2lszss man bows oown
bpfere in hiz ahbtemPis bo avoid khaving Lo bow dowrn before
the real oand 1iving God of Hezven.
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The mador conbrast betwesn the higkhest form of humsn
lowe and divins love iz the source of the lowe. Man mushs
awe 2 motive for niz love oubtside of FRimself. God lowves
becauze he 15 love. Love must flow from God because bhere
iz an inner fountain in the heart of God fhat must Flew oot
Lo bhose uPon whom e has determived o lavizh hiz love.
Thete was never anething in s bo call Fordl bthis lowe;
fhere waz ewveryibing ivn us to refel it., Iv spite of this,
the lowe of God flougs,

And we are Pressed bo the conclusion fthat Jesus Cheist

& Lowd b bhese three wersessz. The love of God the Father
an@ the Love of Chriszst are zeen bo be the zame lowve, and
unilke ang obher love. Things s9ual Lo the zame thing are
gqual Lo sach obther. The lowe of Christ iz zhown by his
death on the cross. The oross, then. Forms the qua*lﬁﬁ
betwesn the love of the Father, and the love of the Son. It
iz the same lowe., Therefore the crosz iz ong of the Proofs
of the Godihesd of bhe Lord Jesus Christ.

The inklicationz of the oneness of Ood dhe Father and
aod bhe Son are evident. Thew determined Lo accomPliskh oo
zalwabion and they did so! The Fatker would 9ive His only
beootiten Sons and the Soen wonld lay down khis life.
Salwation becomss & facht. so zimkle bhat any child can
reczive 1t wet so profound that no PhiloscPher can fabhom
it

Frd Tthat’'s rot all. The Father will nob Permit so much
owe Lo b Foured ol in wain. He stoofs wet further, bo
commensd Wiz love btoward us. The Revized Standard Yersion
2azs he shows us his love, The orisinal Gresk iz SUMISTRD
whick literally means bto seb tcgﬁthew; o inkroduce. o Bo
gxhibit. It iz in the Present teénze in Romans 5:8. Hod
conbinues b0 Prowve hiz lowe £0r man ewvery day by
cophinnally recommendind the way of the croze, Thiz iz dthe
Poper of the love: it wordkas! The recommendaiion confronts
s wWwith our need and tells wg that our nesd has been meb.
bwd madde Feaces with 2inful man at the crosz. Peace has been
declared throushout the world! FAmnesty iz oavadilable for all
wiho will reach oub and bake it! God iz BRATISFIED with the
Price that Chedst Paid to predeenm us! It i BUFFICIENT!

#

Some of hhe azPechs £ a0 overyelniad
that 1 2t caufib-ubk in b ard time coming
down. Love 1z not zelfizh iove shows us ab
the crosz what brus self] 9 oon; conslder
that love dogss aoh insist The King Jamss
Version savs. "Lowve zegke s witdoek T think giso
mzang bhat love dogsz not reduire return. Love doss
not Push itself into the limelights nore dogs 1t steive for
Flace or Position. The secred liez in sulrrendsring our
wills Lo God'zs will =0 tlaet Hiz way becomes oor waw,

Lowe iz nobt ireitable or touchz. Irritabilits iz ons
of Lthe Products of our nerwous mﬁdﬁr" aner, e *w—? Mere and
There: we dor't know where we’'re 90in? bub we're alreads
wen minstes late., Biob zomebtime and watceh bthe shofpers
enbering s defarhment store. Ses how edcibed thew 9eh over
misgin® one section of 2 rewolwing door. Itz hruly
gncannyg. 1he cenber of irritability iz s218. The test of
o sRiritealite s not seazured at the Suvday worshie
serwice, bub at home when zour son kicks hiz padamas ureler
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Froul of attractive Peoble. God loves net beczuse the
obdectz of his lowve are uprioht and winzome, bub berause ke
iz 2 lowving God. A%ain and afain the O1d Testamert draws
atbtention to the absence of merit in those God loves, The
constancy of hiz lowve defends on what Be iz rather than on
what thes are.

®

Words from the AHAB woerd 9rouf sre mosh commonls gsed
o incdicat 5 .1 lowe, the lowe of man and wi?&. Beoausg
et louvs autiful and imPorbtant. it 2lse becams 2
useful Pic thw Lord’s relationsihir with Israsl and
it iz frae rason that Israsl iz zo often referred to
#3 the Brd avmeb i bhe wC"lPu”“ﬁEn THe most
oubatandin ig of this imz 9 iz found in the book of
Hoses, Tue e to Hosea 1:2 oﬁ Fage TVE iv doue
Biblez. The marrizde of Hosesa and Gomer iz Probably one of
the unhaPrigst avnd Fainful gver récorced in 211 historys.
And. thizs wverse zhows us the bBe2imming from w}1rh ke
dizazterous marriafe sPrund.

e 2

imsed 1:2, YWhen the Lord first zPoke throusi Hoses,
the Lord 2aid to Hozes. "Gos take to wourself a wife of
hariotry and have childeen of harlotre, for the land
comtits 2 9reat harlobry by forgaking the Loed, 7"
#

HMoses was told o 9o marers a3 Prostitote, He wuzz also
told that the children she bore woulde’t be his. Me was
told Lhat the PurPose of thiz was to demonshrate God's lovs
fore his awn rebellious brides the nation of Izrasl. Hosea
phewed, HMe book Gomer as hiszs wife. Bndds be dide’t Just 2o
theeocusl the le2al motions: ke reallys loved her. Me waz a
man Fossessed and dominated by hiz love. It wentk to the
werd roots of his being: angd 20 Fulls did i+ abzorbh bim
Bhat no sin o folly on ker Pard could shake b, It was no
mETE 2xPlos lazh of strong emefion i Fad Kindled in

: g
i

<
n
PO i B
B 1 S el o {1 30
3
¥
[T 3 Sl RN S of

iz 1 it was 8 Consumin? Fire skt up o in 5 bongs,
which no redection could weaken and no suffericd uench, In
211 e worid's literabure Lthere i no record of human lowe
like that of Hosea For Gomer,

Hozes afonized over Gomer. He Plezded with her. g
rded o fuide kers bub it all did no @ood. Finally she o0
ruined hereseld that she was z2old inko slavers Lo Fay ber
debtzs. Did Hozesz wash hiz bhawds of ke at thizg final
inznlt? HOD He wenh down bo the slave markst and bousht Fer
back kMinself! Do uou sege the PichureT M&: like shesr, Pad
211 Qo astray, we had 211 turned away From God aod bhed
beer 20ld inko bthe bonda9e of 2in, Jesus went Lo bthe cross
ter Pay the Frioeg Lo bus us back himseld! What a3 lows!

Mossa's love for Gomer was about as real az love can
get. It was ceriainly bender and gentis and lonS-zuffaring.
Avicd Bhat iz why it iz egfeciallys irtstructive o note Lhat
in the midst of such terucrne#c Hozgs is ok ocuohdone by
and oblher Frophet in the ferocity of kiz threats and the
avafery of hisz Proglamatlon of Funish naﬂtu Lowe iz nsver
Faral bub it can and should ke 2hern when necessary,. Hoses
218 zavs blunhlz, "How I will uncover her lewdnesz in the
zigkt of her lowvers. and no ong 2hall rescue her ool of m
Fand, ? The Living Bikle Puts it, "Mow I will exprozes her
nakednezs in Pubklic for 811 ker lovers bo see, and no ong
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