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Johnson/LOVE/Lesson Number Four 

.John 1 :::: : :34 :i~ 35 S.:t.::.4 ::: .. • n A nel.•.t c:c•rttfft.:!l. ·ndr(f!Jnrt I 9 i v~· to 
~OU; that. ~ou love one another; even as I have loved ~OU; 
that ~ou also love one another. 8~ this all men will know 
that ~ou are m~ disciPles~ if ~ou have love for one 
.:vrv.)t.i-·,e·r·. 11 

.Jcthn 15 ' 1 7 ::: . .SJ.!::I :::. it. .:~. 9.:t. i r~.. •• Tr·fi ::;. I cor(,r.-,,:~:nd :::; c•u .. b:.; 1 o·._..,~. 
C(f!6· .:;.rta:,t.t-"te·r·. n 

I .Joh·n :;: : 2:::: ::: . .:t.!::l s.. "And this i:::. hi::::. comr.·,.::t ndr(,e·-rrt., th.~t t 
'···'e shs:sul d be 1 i .;:;·ve i ·n the· ·n.:t.me ~:·f hi::;. 8~Y!"t .Jesu:::. Cht·· i :;::. t .:!J. ·r,d 
lo· ... ·e· .:··ne· .;t.nother·.· .Just .;~.s he h.:t.::. cor•W1.:::.nde·d ,_,,::; .• " 

I John 4=7 sa!::ls .. "Beloved, let us love one another; 
for love is of God1 and he who loves is born of God and 
k 't"ICII;J:::. God. " 

And; con· ... ·er··se·l~.· I .John 4:8 follc~~ .. .~:::. ; .. Jtt.h.· "He !;Jho c:h::u::·:::. 
not love does not know God; for God is love." Turn with me 
now to I Corinthians 13:6 on Pa9e 1800 in !::lour Bibles. 

I Cc·r-·i ·nthi.::vns 1:::::61 11 it. does ·nc~t r·e . .ioi•:e at '.·w·oTJ9J but 
t··e.k,i·::e::::. i·r, the· ! ... ·i9ht. 11 

PhilliPs' translation 9ives I Corinthians 13=6 as, 
" ( Love· ) doe:::. ·nc•t k eeF' .~.cc:c~'J.'nt c,f .:.:·· .. d l or· 9lt.:s.:t. t c•'•l•?r· the 
wickedness of other PeoPle. On the contrar~, it is 9lad 
t,; i i:.h -:1.1. 1 9C,Od fftE·'f'l l.•.thErf'! tf"•l_l. t.h P t"·E''•.•'.:t. i l S, 11 

PeoPle toda~ reall~ aren't that much different than 
the· !::I t•.ler·e ba.ck ,,Jhe·n Cht·· is t ,,.la.s on E.:;.~··th.. Hw(,.~. n b€' i n9s :;;;. t i 1 l 
need to see and touch and feel in order to understand love. 
And, because of these needs.. God exPrJ?ssed His love 
centuries a9o in a familiar form, one that could be seen 
and heard and touched and exPerienced - Jesus Christ. Toda~ 
He still exPects his children to emulate Christ .. to be 
Christlike, so that the modern world can also feel His 
love. The church toda~ is called to demonstrate the love of 
Gcu:::! in -:~.11 its de.:t.l i n9:::. '·~' i t.h the 'J.IC,r·l d a:nd it$:. P 6-0f.' l e. Th i ::::. 
wa~~ even when the scriPtures are forei9n, or obscure. or 
unavailable. God's PeoPle can be a universal lan9uase clear 
and understandable to all men. This is our hi9hest callin9 
as christians. Here is the real and Mature si9nific:ance of 
1::.htS· tht··ee· 1 itt. l e l;JC•t··d:::. t.J.·,.;t. t m.t~.k e· u.t:· the· ·ne·'/.1 •::•:•f!Jfft.:t:ndffll3'nt i 
11 L•::.ve· 1;:)'r!e a:r,c•t.het··. " The·s.:· t.hr-·e-e l it t.l e t·.!Csr·ds r·e·'=! u it"·>::· >:)f· ,_~,;;;:. 
an entire lifetime of Practice~ In the heart of ever~ 
individual is a Primar~ h~n9er to love and be loved. This 
c.:;~.n be· full~ ::: .. !:l.ti:::.fied onl!::1 .:;~.s .1:1. hU.rl'la:r, b~·in•!;J cc:•rt,e::::. int•:' the 
total belon9in9 he exPeriences as he receives Jesus Christ 
as Savior and Lord. 

But the soul of man also has a contrar~ tendenc~ which 
reJoices in the unlovin9 characteristics of others. It is 
eas:::; to see the Mote in our brother~s e~e and i9nore the 
beam ih our own! We often seek to lift ourselves bY Pullin9 
•;:)t.het··:::. cl•:Jt . .rn. t\ie .l:J.r·e· '•ler::;~ de•::e it ft.t 1 th i :::. 'J.l·&.Y : l.ve· ~.::·\·'E'(n tr·B to 
c~eJ:e i .... te C$tJ.t.,. Ctt,rn se 1 •t/e::.. LCr\le ... CtTJ t.t~Je cst~-fef·· ~~.;I. Y'P:i ·' r·eHt"'-t.J.::E"e·s. tct 
caPitalize on the shortcomin9s of others. Love iMPlies 
c~rin9 - for better or for worse. Love is an active concern 
for· the life a.nd 9t-·et,Jrt.h c,f ti··1ose· ~·Je· 1 0\•'•2.. Tr·1e • ... ·e·r·::' e::.sE:·nce 
of love is to work for somethin9 and to helP it 9row. Love 
.;~.nd la~.bc•r· a.r·e· i·nse·J::·.:n··a.bls·. '-r'o'J. lt:'\"e· ,,Jh.:t.t ::Jol.i. l .• J•:::.~··k fcjr·~ .:t:ncl 
BCtU t,.tor··k h.:~.t··cl fc:,t·· tha.t 1,.1hich ::J()IJ. lo\•'S·. Lc•V.:? r·e·.Joice·s i·n th•? 
accomPlishment of what is honest and ri9ht. Love is never 
9lad about inJ~stice, but reJoices whenever truth wins out. 
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On the ne9ative side, love finds no satisfaction in 
that which is wron9. When ~ou read that criMe and 
clelinquenc~ is at an all-time hi9h and 9rowin9 a~ ever 
increasin9 rates~ what does it do to ~ou? When ~ou see the 
television news rePort about fo~r bo~s beatin9 an old roan 
to death on a busY street corner, what do You feel inside? 
When YOU read of an innocent 9irl raPed by a home invader 
in her own bed, or a child kidnaPPed, sexuall~ molested~ 
and brutall~ slain and mutilated, what is ~our reaction? 
When almost two thousand times a da~~ somewhere in this 
countr~, a 9avel droPs and a Jud9e declares~ "Divorce 
9!""· .::t. nte·d ! I! d.:•e-s it bother· !::1 c~u? 

2 

To the christian, sin is sad. Love cannot find an~ 
satisfaction in evil. But God's truth, as it is revealed in 
the 9rowth of those we love~ those for whom we accePt 
resPonsibilit~~ is 9reat Joy for the concerned christian. 
When we see a troubled teena9er brou9ht into the shelter of 
~ christian home and watch theM discover a whole new life 
in Christ} it is a cause for reJoicin9. One o~ m~ most 
Jo~ful memories is of a few hours m~ wife and I sPent 
ta1kin9 with a Young couPle who were contemPlatin9 divorce. 
The~ were christians but had married ver~ ~oun9 and their 
first six months of life to9ether had not been as smooth 
.:t.nd SlJJee·t a.s the-!::! had e::<F'.:.:·ct.ed. t"'e did .:•ur· he::::.t tc~ le·t. 
Gc~d·' ;:. lO'·le f'lo~J.' t.ht~·ot.1.'2lh ()l.f.t"· •::oncer·n .:~.nd .:;.ttentic··n and it 
seemed that their love was reborn and enriched b~ the 
reaffirmation of God's love for them. Today, the~ are still 
ifl.El.t·r·ie·~::i .:rod I •::.:t:n siw~ .:~.i1d shout fot" ._ic.::,.; t.hat. Gc•d's Pl.s:n 
for marria9e is bein9 9lorified in their lives. 

It is often ver::,.; instructive when PerPlexed b~ the 
Problems of our a9e; to ask the question, "What would our 
Lot··d do in this :::.itu.:;.ti~:n·,? Hol.·J l.•Jt.:)Uld .JeE.tJ.:::. de.:t.l IJJith thi:::. 
F'!EW·son .. ~:~r· thi:::. ,::ott.F·le?'' .Je·::P~ts Chr·i:::.t , .. Ja:::. lo· .. dn9.; H~.:- I.•J.!l.s 
also uncoroPromisin9. At times His words were so Piercin9 
that the PeoPle wanted to kill Him. 

It is true that He went about doin9 9ood) but His 
9oodness was firm and His words stri~9ent~ and He called 
forth the best in the PeoPle He met. He 9ave offense to His 
disciPles~ to His relatives, to the scribes and Pharisees~ 
fat~· He '··.l.:ll.s a.lr...~.:t.::~s c~bedient. t.:;, .:t hi 9he·r· l·=·~a l t::~. To.r·n tc1 
t1a·t.t.het .. J.• ch.:t.Pt.er· t.;:··r,, ver·se thirt::~-four· c•n P.;:~.9e 844 i-r1 th.::-
8 i b l:s·s ~ .Je:::.us di dn .. t. fft i nc!E' '~Jor·ds '»h~H' it c.:t.rt,e t.c• ev i 1 • r··lot·· 
did he limit himself to words; He used a whiP ~n the 
r··,o·r~e·:::: dl.:rn9er·:::. in the· ter,.,p 1 e. 

M.a~.tthe'.··' 10' 34.· "Do nc•t thin}~ th.::.t I r·:.;~.ve come to bt"'i n9 
Peace on earth; I have not come to brin9 Peace~ but a 

Jes~s was 1ovin9 and kind, but His kind of love is 
firm. When it came to evil He was severe. God's love never 
reJoices in wron9) but reJoices in the ri9ht. 

In tor.:i.E~.~ .. s t.¥.:·t··ld, v•:r·:a fe''·' Peot:·le c.ct.r).J.!.ll~ IJ.nder·st.a.nd 
! .• .lh.:::.t. ti,..t~:E· t ••• ll:•r·d "lo·.,.·e" r··e.iJ.ll:::t me.:;:os. t·1t1.ch of '.•.lh;,:~.t l.•.l•a- : ... ·t;·.:;:.d .;J.'f!d 
::.ee· in t.rJe rr1e-d i a. shobJ:E. the P r·ev a.l €m,:e of tr·1e conce·P t th.:t. t 
the '·'·'ot··ds. 11 1 ove 11 a. ·t;d "se:x: u ·EI.r·e 5!::1 nc,n::' if!C''-'.:E·. Bu. t... e·\•'€''!"! rtlc,~··,E· 
i'f'tSidiOl_I,;E,,. is. the l .•. dde·l:::t he-ld CCI'f'IC€'Pt. th.::t.t 11 1.C•VE·" &:nd 
"sentimentalit~" are equivalent. To confuse ''love" and 
":::.e::-::" i :;;. :::.c:1met.r·Ji n9 t,~.•e cht· i ::.t i .:ms ::.t.'.'.d i c~u.::::.l ~ ·:?.'·.···::' i cL k ·nc''···l i n9 
that God never meant love to be sex and nothin9 else. But 
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t:t--tr·i:a:.t.i.:-.r,;: . ..:t .. r~e •J·fter: ~-==- •it• . .t.i l t.!:!:' a.s t.,f"tt:· r·e·:::.t~ Ctt~ -t.t .. !e- t-.Jc,r~ld t:tf· 
co·nfu:::. i n'::J u l c:~ve·" .:r. ·nd 11 se··r,t. i ifte··rti::..al. l i +.:.~ • 11 E· .... ~:::·n l;.u::· t::hr· i :::.t.:!. .Ef.Yt::. 
o~ten miss the ~act that there is a ver~ stern side to REAL 
love. An eas~ sentimentalit~ will decline to take stern 
action when the beloved is wron9. But this cheats the 
be·l o· ... ·ed. Th i ::. 1 e.:::.les the l::us·l c,·..,·e·d secur·~=· in hi::. .:·1·~· h~=-~·· 
wron9doin9~ unfairl~ confirmin9 the ver~ action that is 
wron9. The New American Bible renders Ecclesiastes 8=11 as 
1'8ec.=-'.1).::.e the sento:::·nce· .;:~.9-Et.i n:::.t e· ... ·i ldc•er·s i:::. not. Pt·"·(~r~"tPt 1!::! 
executedJ therefore the hearts of men are filled with the 
de·s i r·r::· tc• (.:c•r··,r.-ti t .::-vi 1 • " If ::; OIJ.t·· :: •• ;:,·n cu:s.s.e:::. 21. t hi:::. ma:yt.het·· .. 
and ::;ou don't chew-hiM-out and 9ive him a sPankin9 for it; 
he becomes convinced that he can 9et awa~ with such 
behavior; an oPinion that will result in disaster for him 
further on down the road. Because sentimentalit::; refuses to 
do what is distasteful} it i9nores the 1on9-ter~ benefits 
of reProvin9 and chastenin9 the beloved because it sees 
that he or she will dislike the im~ediate unPleasantness. 
~:;e-·rJt. i r~·ter:t .. .:t.l i t~!::f t~f'"t!.J.S t . .:t.k e·:r:. tJ-te ~.a.s!:l tJ.ta.!:l 1:1tJ. t. u 

But the more one loves~ the more one hates the thin9s 
that Prevent the beloved from enJoying the fullest and Most 
abundant life. And if these thin9s are reall~ hated, then 
ever::; ef~ort will be made to see that theY are Put awaY~ If 
the loved one is subordinate} that will mean takin9 stron9 
and momentarilY Painful disciPlinar~ measures to save the 
beloved from worse Pain in the future. God himself deals 
'J.Ii t.h us .. his chi ldr·e·(L· in .Jo.st this f.;:;.::.hic··r~. TIJ.r·n t.•::. 
Proverbs 3=11 & 12 on Pa9e 548 in ::;our Bibles. We will be 
exPlorin9 this subJect in more dePth in Lesson Ei9ht of 
this series but. for now, let's Just note that God deals 
t •• .ti th tl.S. lJJhOrf! he lC!'v'6'::: .. .iust -B.:: .. ;t:fl €·,:l.r·th 1::;~ f.e.t~·lS'!·"· i:::. $1.1.PPC•SE·d 
to deal with his earthl~ children. 

# 
Proverbs 3=11 & 12, "M::; son, do not desPise the Lord's 

disciPline or be wear~ of his reProof, for the Lord 
r·e!='r·O\•'e:::. hir(1 ~ ... lhCtrtl he lO'•le::... .;;.s a. f.:t.t.h.::·r· the ::;.c,·n i ·n t.•Jhor(, he 

·l-1-
'l't 

The Livin9 Bible Presents these verses as~ "Youn9 man; 
do not resent it when God chastens and corrects ::;~ouJ for 
his Punishment is Proof of his love. Just as a father 
P lJ.'rt i :::.he·s .:t. sc··n he de·l i ':1ht::. i '11 t.c, r(:.s.k e hi r~'1 be·t ter· .. so the 
lor·d ~:c~r·t~·e,:t.:::. ~01.1 .• u Th:· cll::•e·r·s.th.·e t~•or·d her·.;:· i:::. MU!,JCAR i·n 
the ori9inal Hebrew, a noun which literallY Means 
11 ch-Et.s ten i ·r18 co·ns is t i n9 ~:tf' Ph::;~:::. i cal b l,:,l.·JS. u 

Throu9hout all the scriPtures, this is the wa::;~ that 
God has alwa~s dealt with those he loves. God'::. Punishment 
of sin is no contradiction of his love; it was Precisel~ 
BECAUSE he- loved that he took Israel's sin so seriouslY 
throu9hout the Old Testa~ent. His love was love in deadlY 
earnest and could be severe. It was willin9 to hurt in 
order to save, to shatter all false securities and striP 
Israel of her 9ifts, if so be in the end, in nakedness and 
brokeness. she mi9ht learn to know true Peace. But the 
seve·r· it:::; l .• .~.::.::. n~z:·ver· seF· -!!.r·.:J. ted fr·orrt t.ender·rrE:s:::. .:rnd : .•. ::::· sh:''-'.1 d 
l"e!'fJE'!Y!bet·· t.h-:i!.t !'flOSt catr·ef~.~.ll!::l '.·Jhe·ne"•/er· de· ali 'f!9 1,..1i th the 
l .•. w·c,·t)':tdo i ·r,·:t c,f thc~s.e· WE 1 O\•'e l 

# 
This week .. we're 9oin9 to be lookin9 at the Greek word 

EROS. Next wee-k .. we will look at STORGE .. the week after at 
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PHILEO, and the week after that at AGAPE. These are the 
fc•IJ.r· Gr·e·e+~ t•.IOt·ds fot·· lo• •.. ·e. The be::::.t e·x.:!J.f!'d n.!!l.tion c•f thesE· 
words that I have seen is in C.S" Lewis' bookJ THE FOUR 
LOVES. Much of what I aM 9oin9 to be sa~in9 about these 
words over the next four weeks coM@S directl~ from that 
b~)()k .~:rtd I t •• JC,tJ.ld t"~corrtFte-nd th.:~.t .;:n::H:me 1,..1ho ;,_t.:t:t1ts to rf,,::.ke -&. 

more detailed stud~ of the subJect of love in the bible 
should be9in with this book. 

Lewis be9ins his stud~ b~ dividin9 love into two 
cate9ories• Gift-love and Need-Love. The t~Pic~l examPle of 
G i f·t -Lc,•,,.e· i ·ri the· ~ .. ;c•r·l d i ;:::. ;:::.h5tJJ'f'l b::~ the- l •:•ve 1,.1h 1 ch i-=• r··c·r~,~H:.s .t~. 
man to bu~ life insurance: it Provides for the- well-bein9 
t1f his f.::.rrfi 1~ .&.fte·r· he is de-21.d .. He- 1,,1i 11 'f!<)t se·e it or· ::.hat··e 
i·n its be·nefit::.J ~e-t he is '.·.lilli·rl9 tc~ E·>{t:·e-·nci the· l=·t·"err:iu.rr~~· 
because the insurance will helP suPPort his loved-ones 
a~ter he is 9one. This is Gift-Love. On the other hand, the 
t~Pical exafflPle of Need-love is that love which sends a 
lc,ne1Y cw· fr·i9hte··ne-d child r·un'id·,-,g tc• f1c.rrm·,::~. 

It is imme-diatelY obvious that God's love is Gift­
Lr:•·.;e. Rt the s.:.rr,e· t i rt,.s;· .. rr1-B:n·· s l o· ... ·e for·· Gctd .• fr·.:im t~·:e· · ... ·er·H 
n.at.tur·e c,f hu.r~·~.~:ni t::~.· rtji.J.st -!!. V...ts.;:~s bE· r··,c·st.l:::t (if ned:. 
cOfftP l ete 1 !:;1 ) •• .::t Neecl-·LO'•le· ~ Not•.l.• r.-,a n i :=. cs.P a.b l e· of b1··· i n9 i n9 
rt,c,r··e th.9.n ,iiJ.st .:;. Need-Love to Gc,d.· bo.t... tc:. l:::w·i n-E1 .a Gift-
L':,• ... ·e t•.'OlJ.l d P r·e:::.uF' P o:::.e the· e)< is tenc~? (:tf the Need-LC•'·/e .~.1 :::.o. 
The caPstone of a P::~ramid doesn't sit uP in the air all b~ 
i t:::.=:::·t f. It. rJee-d:::. .:t.l l the c~ther· s t.:sne:::. bene.:t.th it t.o ht•l d it 
uP. In the saMe wa~, we are not caPable of brin9in9 a Gift­
l<:t\iE:· tc• God IJ:nl~?ss -!!l.nd :;:r,ti l '.•JE' -B.r·e· cle·.;;~.r·l!::l .:t.l;,l.:u~·e- eef Cl1J.r· 
Ne-E·d--Love fot·· Hi fl'! .. 

Thi:::. Pc•ir:t.~. to .;:J. r·.::.t.t"!et~· ::::.t.r~·an9e ~=~::tr·oll.ar·;:~: M.:::n 
.::t.PPr·c).::t.ches Gcu:::l mt,st ·rlE"·3.rl~ •.•.lf"IE''fl hE· is in Ctnt::· se·nse le.~.s't. 
likE· God. Fot· vJh.:;~.t. ,=.,;:n be· rr;<)r·e- u:nlike th.:tn f'u1lne·ss .:~:r,cl 
eNP t i ·n~?:::.::., t· i 9hteous:n15'SS .;rnd de-P r-B.'•.:i t.:::1 .• limit 1 E·::;:.::;. ~· .:;tl .• ,te·r· -B:nd 
:a. cr·::t ft•l ... helP. 

r·iclt.•.l .• t.he·r·e- .:u~·e tl,JO d if fE·r·e'tlt. tJ·, i '1"19:::. t.h.at. t. '.•.1€' fit i •3ht. 
considef'· .;:;.::::. bE"d·n·:ll "ne~Y· to God". The fir·::.t i:::, b€·i n·:t 1 ik.;:· 
God and the other is makin9 a close aPProach to God. Once 
uPon a time~ there was a ~oun9 9irl who lived in a small 
roo~ntain villas~ in Switzerland. One da::t she set off for a 
'.•J-3.1. k i 'i! thE· r£'O'.I.nt-B. i T1s. She- k ne1 .. .1 ::.hE· ~J.'~.s. ::.ll.F' P t•::.ed tc• btE· l:t-31.ck 
1-"P:Jr•·,e in tiF!E' fot-· lJ.l.'(JCh biJ.t ShE' r>d:E·CS.lt=Ul<:J.tE'd }·!C'l.•.l f.:u-· :::.he 
had to walk. B~ midda~~ she found herself at the toP of a 
cliff overlookin9 the villa9e. In Ph::~sical sPace~ shE' was 
ver::t close to home. In fact, she Probabl~ could have thrown 
a stone and broken the- front window of her housE'. But~ she 
: ••. t.:;.::. on l::t .&. ::t Cc!J.'IJ9 9 it··l .• ·rtot ~:n exP er· i e-·t!CE·d rrtOIJ.'I"tt..?:J. i ·r, c 1 i rr1ber· ~ 
An exPerienced cliMber Mi9ht have raPelle-d down to her 
house in a few minutes but that was be-~ond her caPabilit~= 
::;he- h.:t.d t.o l.•.'.::.l k b.a.ck the 1 0'!'19 ~ .. J.:t.~ ar·m.1. ·od. Flt. Tf!.:3.'1t!::l t. i r,·,e;:::. 
dt.l.t"· i ·n9 h.::·r· horr,,;:·'.•J.:!f.r·d . .iJ:•u.r··t!e!::l .. she l.v.:t.s :::. t.;~.t i c.s.l 1 !:1 !'t'!UCh 
fur·t.het·· ·='.I.•Ja.~ ft··c·m her· l"tOt.l.se th-:!!.n she· h.:.d been -~.t. thE'~ toP •:•f 
the cliff. But that was onl::t staticall~. D~naMicall~, each 
::::1::.,:-P t!f ... ·tliJ.S,ht. her· cl•:,ser· t.o the HIJ.mr··,~ ::.,:~.nd!.•.liches .;;:.nd milk 
th.:i!.t het·· rttot..he·r· t"t.S:.d Pr·eF·ar·ed fc,r her·. ~.J.e- •.·.h?r·e ·::r·e.:t.te·d in 
the likeness of GodA But, what is near God b~ r&ason of 
likeness is never 9oin9 to 9et an::t closer• not an~ more 
th.Et.n t.he ~~ou.n9 9ir·1 could h-3.*..•'€' e· .... er· ·~otter •. :.:rrt::~ rte·a.r-·er· t.r.) 
home b:::t siritPl!::l sii:.tin9 at. the tcsP <:.f thE' cliff. Bu:t. 
nearness of aPProach is, bY definition} increasin9 
ne.;;.t···ne:·ss. 
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Now.. the reason this is iMPortant is because it is 
necessar~ to the ProPer understandin9 of John's Statement 
tt .. , .. :;1.t HGcuj is LCt\,·e·'* i·..-J I .Jc,frf"t .:.1::::. Tt-J€· c:li·ff·icu.1t!:, :.~.litt .. f t.~-;is 
statement of John's is that we are easil~ led to 
misinterPret it and twist it into an oPPosite meanin9 
entirel~. If we twist the truth that God is love into its 
co·n\,.e-t··:::.e) t!--,.E~.t "lt1\h? is Gtu::i".. l•:,·..,·e tt.1.r·ns. i Yrt.•:• .:;~. derr,o·r~! 
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E\<e·r·~ h1J.r~v.::.r: love .. a.t it::::. hei·:.ht, has .~. t.e··nde<r•c::: to cl.&.ir~"l 
for itself divine authorit~. Erotic love is extremel~ 
9uilt::: of this toda:::fl Love of one's countr::: tan become 
9uilt::: of this too; esPeciall::: in wartime. Famil~ affection 
is also Prone to this Perversion. 

The natural loves make this blasPhemous claim to 
9odhoodJ not when the~ are at their worst, but when the~ 
are in their best, natural condition~ This is esPeciall~ 
obvious in the erotic sPhere. A faithful and 9enuine1~ 
sel~-sacrificin9 Passion will sPeak to us with what seems 
to be the voice of God" Mere sexual lust will not! We roa~ 
9o ahead and take action on the basis of sexual lust but we 
.::.r·e ·r!e:)t 90 i n9 to t··e-ve·r·e the- P a.::.s ion a:n~ f(!c:.r·e· th.::. n ,_.,~e t··e·· ... •et·~· 
,.:~.n itch 1.•Jhen I,Je scr·a.tc:h it. (hJ.r lo·.,..e:=;. dtt ·rp::•i::. r,,,.:~,ke their·· 
claim to divinit~ until the claim becomes Plausible. It 
does not become Plausible until there is in them a real 
r·esemb l .&. nee to Goci .• to Lo· ... ·e- Hi rt,se·l f. 

# 
In the same wa~ that love is divided into two 

cate9ories, we can also divide Pleasures into two 
ca.te·9m-·ie·s: thc)se· 1J.thich l •• .JO'J.ld 'ift•t be P H:·a.stu··es. a.t a.ll 
unless the~ were Preceded b~ desire; and those which are 
Pleasures in their own ri9ht and don't need an~ P~eParator~ 
desire. An examPle of the first t~Pe would be a drink of 
water. This is a Pleasure if you are thirstY and a 9reat 
or1e if ~0'-'· -E~.t·e ve·r·!:l thir·::;:.t.~. But .. · ,_,;}·,;::t eve·r· PCI!.J.r·s l ... tir,·tself' .:;. 
9l.:~.::.s C:tf ~-·-'-='· te·r·· a.nd dt· inks it .J 'J.:S t fat"· thE· :::.he€·r· f:xn of 
ck~i n9 :::.o. 

[!·n the- ~:~t.hE·t"· h.:;¥.'t;d .• f.IJ.!=' P ()f.€' ::1 Ol.l. ~·.lE·r·e OUt fc,r· .3. l, •• l.:t.l k i Tl 
an unfaMiliar countr~sicle and} co~in9 aro~nd a bend in the 
Path, ~ou suddenl~ came uPon a quiet meadow. swathed in 
wisPs o~ ~o9 and crowned with a full rainbow. The Pleasure 
i:a. c•ne ·:·f· the second kind; ·r,.:, Pt··et:·<:~.r·.::t.tor·:::~ e:!e::.ir·e t •• J.El.:::. 

Th::·l ... ·e .::u ... ·e c•:,r.-,p l ic.:t.tit··n;::. t)f these :::.irf,J::·le e::<-3.mP les of 
cr.:,ur-::.e. Su.P F' ose- ~ CllJ. a.r·e th i r-st.s; a::nd .• i ns.t.t:E' a.d of .:;. ·3l.a~.:::.s •=:tf 
water~ ~ou are 9iven a cuP of coffee. Both Pleasures now 
exist. Your thirst is asua9ecl and ::~ou also exPerience the 
P le.::.:: . .E~.nt. t.a.st.€· of the cc:~ffee. O·t1 the other· t~,-1J.'fld.· :::.,_u::·r-·,~~se 
~ou drink whiske~ because ~ou like its taste. If ~ou 9et 
into that too heavil:::J it beco~es an addiction; ~ou become 
an alchoholic. Then a Pleasure of the second kind has 
!::u::-cort1e· •Yne· •:Jf the· fir·st. A :::·le.a.::.,_..r·€:' of aJ·Pr·eci.:r.tio·n h.::.::. 
bect,rf,e a ·r,eE·cl P 1 e·.::.s.uJ-·t::·. 

r·-ie·•::•::i P le·.~.s.t_u··e:::. ce-a.::::.e t•:' e:;-;;i:::.t ~·.the·n sa.tisfie-d. ThE· 
9lass of cold water looks extremel~ aPPealin9 when ~ou have 
Just come in froM Mowin9 the lawn. Five Seconds later it is 
o~ no interest at all. Pleas~~es of ~PPreciation are ver~ 
differ·e·nt. O·ne dcuE·s not ::;.iff!F' 1::1 en,io~ the·rt1: ontS· fee-1:::. th.EI.t 
theY somehow deserve to be enJo~ed. One would be outra9ed 
.:.~.t the- tho'J.9ht tha.t the bea.o.ti fu.l tiJCllJ.nt.;~.i r' f!)e-.;:~.dc''··J.· c::r·Ol;J'fl~?d 
with the rainbow; was to be torn UP for a Parkin9 lot; even 
if the one knew he were about to die and would never see it 



a9ain hi~self. We do not merel~ like s~ch 
Pronounce themJ in a momentaril~ God-like 

t.:.t .. ! i ·n~~::: .. i t•.IE" 
::.e·rt:::.tE·, 11 'v'E:·t··::.~ 
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The aPPreciative Pleasures Point to a need for a third 
c.3.t.eo;.::or·;;;~ of love' .:r.PPr·ec:i.::J.tive lcrve ()f Pe·r·::;.c,·o::;.~ ~·~hen ~.1 m.::~r, 
s:~ffE'f·::::. it. t.Cl A.. IA!r:sf!'l.:i.'i"l.• it. iS C.EJ.llec:J .:t.drlfir·.;:J.tiO't!a ~·.!h~-rt .3.-·b~;~·. 
offer·s it to .El. rr:a.T1.• it is c.:t.lled her··:J-uJnr·:::.hiP a A-ru:::i, "'t"•t.::·n h,,::-, 
offer it to God~ we call it worshiP siM~l~~ Nee~~L~v; ·~ri;; 
to God froM our Povert~; Gift-Love lon9s to serve God or 
e\•'E·n t.c' s:;.f·fer· f()f· Hirru APPr·eci-~.t-ive lc,ve s.:;.:::~s .• "~·~€:· SlivE­
th,;~.nks to thee fr::sr· th!::l 9t··e-3.t 9lor·Y 1" HE··::·d-·love f't"·ort, a. rr,a:n 
::: • .:!1.:::1 :::. eli~· ·='. '···'or(,.:rtb " I •::.::::nncti:. l i '..•'e t•.l i thttl.t t het·· ! " G i f·t-Lt•'v'l? 
lonss to 9ive her haPPiness, coMfort} Protection, and, if 
Possible~ wealth. APPreciative love 9azes and holds its 
breath and is silent. It reJoices that such a wonder should 
•:=·;:.:: is t eve·n if' it i ~- w::•t obt-51. i 'f'l·:t.b 1 e. He ' ... lht• .;:p p t··e·•:: i ~- t•?:::. l;J i 1 1 
not be devastated if he cannot have her but would rather 
h.:J.'·lt? it so th~x~ never· tc• h&:·le s.een rH:·r· .:r.t .?J.ll. 

# 
Hh :i. ch br i '!Y3s u.::. t•::. the· Gr·eek w.:w·d ERC)S. Tur·n ,,,~ i th ir,e 

to .Jer·ef!'l i -:!l.h 22 : 20 ~.nd · 22 c''f'! P ~:3e 670 i ·r, ~our-· Bib 1e·::::.. The 
l.•.tc•r·d EROS doe::. nc•t .::r.P P e.:~.r· .arrt!:l '.·.lher·E· in the· Gt··ee·k Ne1 ... 1 

Testament. The fact that the writers of the New Testa~ent 
chose not to use the word EROS when talkin9 about love is 
<21.'!'1 imP•:;tt··t .. ;.:J.'(!t r=·.:•i'tlt-~ It t-·~?11$. IJ.S sort,.;:-1::.hhr3 .:;.bc•ut. l;Jh.;;:.t. the·::; 
believed love NOT to be. The word EROS is .. however~ used in 
the SePtua9int~ the Greek version of the Old Testa~ent 
•:5'::-::ec:u.te·ci a.t A l e::-::a:nc:lr·ia in the- th i r·d cent.v.t··!::l i:::u:a-f·ot··e Ct"w· is t. 
It is the earliest version of the Old Testament which we 
h.tJ. VE· .i:f. V-61. i 1 ab 1 e i::.Ctd.l!l.!::l : the V€·r·:::. i O'!"tS. l.r.l€' h.:::.'•lE· i ·n thE· f.:tt"· i ·~in.;:;. 1 
Heb1···e'.·.l .ar·e fr·Of!'l ·='· 1 a. t..er· da. te tha:ts t.)·,e Se·~· tu..:::;h nt. 

:M: 
.Jer·ertti.;?.h 22 = 20 :::.~.~::: .. · uGc· uP t•::. Le·ba.nm·~,, and c:r-·~ ~::.ut, 

a.nd l i fi:. t;.~· ::; ct~J.r· '•lt• ice i ·n Ba::.ha:n; cr·::; fr·or•, Aba.t·· i m, for· a.l l 
:::t ou.r· 1 O'•.ter·:::. a.r·e dE:·::. t.r·o~ e-c:l .. '' And the- t.,~;e·r:t.!::! -se·cm"td vew·s6· i::;. 
"The ,,.,~ i nd :sha.ll sheF' he-t··d .l:'l.ll ~ r.)ur· :::.heP her··d:::. .• .!!l:r!d ::; ou.r· 
lovers shall 9o into caPtivit~; then ::;ou will be ashamed 
.;.ncl confc,u:rtde·d becal.~se •jf all ~ C•lJ.r· ~ ... d c:k .::-d·rH?S:!:.. 11 Th.;;- ,,_~N··d 
" 1 c•-.. .. er:::." in u-,e:::.e t.t,JC• ver·:::.es is the Gr·eek ERA:3TE t•Jh i ch is .:::.1. 

# 
The t•.lor·d i:::. IJ.sed tru··c•'J.9hc•ut the· sePtt.l .. :~.9i nt to t"'E'ft::·r· t..::: 

the Ph~sical act of adulter~ but it is used in the 
alle9orical fashion Primaril::;= to Paint a Pict~re of how 
Israel went whorin9 after other Gods. B~t EROS doesn't Just 
r··efe·r· t.•:• sex.. EROS is ·l:.he ntt~J:n c:or·r·esP ond i n9 tc• the '•/er·b 
ERRO, 821.u.et· ·• s Lex i ct•Y1 def i ·nes ERRO a.::. '' t.•:. l c1•._.•e· 
Passionatel::;J sensua11~ or otherwise; to have a burnin9 
de·sit··e fm~-." EROS is th1.1.s the :::;.t.3.te· of ul::n:d n9 in love" 01·~· .• 

if :;;~ot.l. Pr·efet··.· the kind of lC•'•lE' ti ... ,a.t. lc~· ... ·et·::. a.r·e· "in". I ar•·l 
ned:. ..il.:.s. t t-S~.l k i !t9 ~.bo!J.t. s.ex her·e" ~~.:.h .:~.s c:hr· i ~:::t. i -3:ns.. t•fte··r, 
.sr.ccu.se the senstJ .. ::t.1 i ::;.ts of t.cu:::i~.:::t f' or· t.r,e- i r· c:onfu.:::. i r.:.-n of· the· 
terms "se::·::" .s. ·nd " l t•\•'e" • L·~e l 1 J it i :::. a.l so ·nc.-1::. P r·oP et·· to 
c:c~·rrfu.:::.e "se:x: '' and "EROS" • Se·::-~ becc•mes .sr. P a.r·t of EF.:os •=''~"' l !::1 

when it bec:omes an in9redient in the co~Plex state or 
!!be·i w3 in lc•ve. '' It i:::. i ·ot:.li ti '•lt::: l~ obvictiJ.s. th~.t :::.e-::.~ c:.:::.n 
tal< e P l.:=.ce 1·.1 i t.hr:HJ. t l CM'i:: .a.nd th.;. t. 1 ove· c.E~:r' E·::.:: is t. 'JJ i t.h•:t!.l. t. 
::; . ..;:·:·~- This s .. i:.1.st .!:l.S tt-·'.t.e t•f' EROS .&.s it. i:::. •:•f AGF!F'E! 

Nor w 11 I tolerate the notion so common to so man~ 
r,.toder·'ft Phi t•:::.oP her·:::. : th.~. t it is. the ·:il.b:::.e·nce or· P r·e:::.eno.::- ,:_.f 
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EROS which makes the act of sex either imPure or Pure) 
de9raded or exalted .. unlawful or lawful. If everbod~ who 
ever slePt to9ether without bein9 in love were 
unaccePtableJ then we would all have to ad~it that we co~e 
fr·om e::<.t.! ... ·emel::; t.:lf.intecl :::.t.ock. The tir(~~·==· .:mcl F·1·:l•!!=··;;. ~~~h~r··'"~· 
fi'J.:t.r·r· i ,:J.9e cle~· e'ltclS tt.J!!• O'f'l EROS 3.re t::::.::t.r·r::·r(p::·l !::1 • f'et .. J .:;t:r;d m f .l:f.~_. -. -
i:::u::·t.~J~·e·n. The· ide .:c. of t•n l :::1 m.tr.rr·:::t i '119 11 fc·r· l o··.··r::·" i :::;. ·!l.ctu.:c.l 1 :::~ 
rather new and unusual (and .. 9iven modern divorce 
statistics} of rather questionable value also)" Almost all 
of our ancestors were Married off in their earl~ ~outh to 
P.:;.r·t)1ers •:hose-rt b!::l their· t::·s.r·ernts C•'f) sr·c.:J.nd:::. th.~.t h.:J.d 
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·not.rd ·ng to c:!t::. '}.d t.h EROS. The-:::t :1JE·nt tc• b.:-d tc•9ethe·r· '.·.1 i th 
nothin9 more drivin9 them than Plain animal lust! And theY 
did t·· i 9ht. ! ThE·: t_..ter·e hc··ne:::. t chr· i :::. t. i -='· '1"1 hu.sb~:nds .:J.nd ,.._, i vE·s .. 
c1bE·:;;. i n9 their· fa t.her·:::. a ·nd rr,other·:::. .. .:J:nd P r·ctl=' e-r·l ::; d i :::.ch.::,.r-·'21 i ·ns 
their Marria9e resPonsibilities. And the~ went on to 
ProPerl!::! brin9 ~P families in the admonition and nurture of 
the· Lor·d. On the· other- ha.nd.• se·::-::.· corr,rt,i tt.e-d '.'.ndet·· t.h,:;-
j_ n·f lue·n•:e of s. :::.o,:~.r· i w~ ·3.'1''1d i r· i de·:::.ce·nt EF.:OS '.·.!hi ch r·ed'.l.C~S"s. 
t.hs::- r·o l e· c!'\7' the se·r,;::.e:::. to ·3. rrd ·nor· CO'f):S i det ... .:~. t i c··r~.. rr,,:~.~ 
·oever·the·l ess be· P 1 a. i. n a.ciL1.l ter·:::; ; fl't3.!::1 i ·n··lO 1 ve l:::w·JS·.:tk i n9 .:;~. 
l;Ji fe·· s he.:J.r·t .. deceivi ·n9 c. htJ.sb.s:rtc:L bett··~.!:l i n9 .:!!. fr·ie-rtd; 
Pollutin9 hosPitalit!::l~ and desertin9 !::lour children! It has 
not Pleased God that the distinction between a sin and a 
d1.1. t::; shc,:J.l d tlJ.r··r, C~"n :::.ofil'?t.l--, i ·r,g .;:~.:::. fleet. i n9 .;:~.:::. f t?e l i ·n9s" Sex .. 
1 ikt2 a:r1!::1 other· act.. is .Justified < or·• ·f!ot) b::; f'.3.r· rrtc:•r·e 
Prosaic and definable criteria; bY the keePin9 or breakin9 
of P r·c~r··, i ses .· b!::l .Just i c:e C1r· in .. ius t ice.. b!::l ch.:J.t"· i tY ·=·r· 
:=.e:·l f' i s:.h·ne·s.::: .. • b!:! t•l:::us·d i ence· or· d i ~obe·c:i i e-·nce· ! 

Tho:::.e ,.._th::• est- ou.se t.he them··::; o-f' eve' l u t. i o-r1 t.encl '1::..::• 
de-f i '11E· EROS -EJ.s :s.c•rrte·t.h i r,g t.h~. t. 9t-·c•'JJ:::. ott. t. c•f s.exu&.l des i r·f:· .i .;. 
l-3. te CC!f•'IP l i c-1. t i 0'11 v.lh i ch cieVE·l C•f.:• S ft·Oft! the i t•W!E·ff!Ot"· i ·Zl. l 
biolo9ical imPulse. Now} this MaY someti~es haPPen but I 
think H:. is r·eall:z, comPa.r·.:J.ti· ... ·el!::! r·.;:..r·e. The·r-·E· r£, .. :;.!:1 bt2 ::;:.off!E· 
fi,e·n =.·.lhC• h-3 ... /r::i' f ir·:::.t felt .;:~. rt,er·e se::<t.l .. :tl •:::fe::::. it··t:· fc•r· .;, lJ.h:tfit.:;.n 
.:t:rtd t.he-n 9cme· em la.t.et·· to f'a.ll in lc•ve l;.lit.h he·t··. But f'.:t.t"· 
~ore often what co~es first is si~PlY a deli9hted Pre­
occuPation with the Beloved. A man in this condition reall~ 
•:::!oe-::.·n·· t. h-st.ve t.ime· t.o thi ·ni< a.bC•').t se::<: H::··' s tc•c• b!J.s!::l 
t.h ink i n9 .;:~.bs;)IJ. t. .;:~. P er·son. j-.. jc,lJ.I ERGS is 'J.nq u.e:::.t i ona.b l ::t -EJ. 
Possessive love. That's what it is all about; where its 
~· t·· i rtt,:J.t·:::t dE-f i ·nit i c··n 1 i · ... •es. EROS 1.•.1-='. nts t~::• Possess_; . 
comPletel~! But Sex and EROS are thus clearlY not the same. 
SexiJ .. EJ.l des ir·e :.~'-3.nts IT: the -='.ct. i t.se.l f' .• EROS '.•.1-:l.':"!tS t.ht!:· 
BelO\•'E'clu 

The sex act itself is a sensor::; Pleasure; an event 
s:u::c:tub·! .... i 'f!9 '.·.l i t.h in cn1e ·· s Ctt•.m bctd!::l • L•.!e· r(,ak e .:;. fr'l is t.:!J.k e t .. Jhe·n 1 ••• 112 

sa~ that a :;;.oun9 roan out cr~isin9 the streets is 1ookin9 
for a woman. He doesn't want a woMan. He wants a sensor~ 
p 1 e·.s.:::.tJ.r·e for· ,,.Jh i c:h .g_ ,,_,ort,.;:~.n ha.t::·F· e-ns tc• b~E· ·='· nece·s::: .. :!f.l-"·:::t P i ece 
of aPParatus. How much he cares about the woroan as suc:h roa~ 
be· me-='.SI..u-·ed b::1 his .:;~.ttit,_:.de to her· five rtlinut.E-:::. a.ft,:-r· t.l-"1e 
.:;~.ct i:::. C:S:)f(tJ:' letedw EROS.. on the ot-het·· hand.• r•i.:t.ke:::. t.he· f!'!.:c.n 
wantJ not Just a woman, but one Particular woMan. In a 
M~sterious fashion that we never reall~ understand; the 
lover· des i r·e::. t.h.::· Be·l oved her·se 1 f} not. f~"!er-e 1!:! thE· P 1 e.:t.:::.tu ... ·e· 
she· c:.:rrl 'E! i v.:- a !•Ji thc•Lt t EROS J Se>~J.I,-21.1 des. ire· is a. f ac::t J!l.!:::li::HJ. t 
C•ttr·se 1 ve·s; '.•.: i thin tr·te sF' her·e of EROS.. hOl;Je·vet ... J it l:::u::-cofl·,es. .:;~. 
f.EJ.ct .EJ.bou.t the· Beloved. · 

Now, one of the most widel~ held beliefs abo~t EROS is 



that the sPiritual dan9er of EROS arises essentiall~ from 
this carnal element within it. The contention is that EROS 
is noblest or Purest when sex is ooinimizedg For ~ears, man~ 
moral theolo9ians have seemed to think that the main dan9er 
in marria9e is that of a soul-destro~in9 surrender to the 
sense-s. 8u t. this is ·nc:~t the :::.ct~· i P t:J.r·.:s.l .:;~J::· r.· ! .. ·o.:t.ch. I ·r1 t.he 
seventh chaPter of First Corinthians~ Paul sa~s that it is 
9cu:u:::i for· -9. rtt~.n ·r,t,t to be m.:~.r·r·ied. 8t.t.t .EJ.ll he- r·s·.:J.ll~. ::: . .;~.:::s 
about sex is that Prolon9ed abstinence within marria9e is 
to be avoided. What he fears is Pre-occuPationJ the need of 
constantl~ Pleasin9 - that is considering - one's Partner. 
the multiPle distractions of domesticit~. It is marria9e 
itself, not the marria9e bed~ that will be likelH to hinder 
1.:.:::. ft··mt, ,_._t.:t.i ti ·ng uni ·trl::.e·r·r·uPt.edl::_4 ern Gc•d. And I f'i ·nd th.:!!.t. 
Paul was ri9ht. In m~ own exPerience~ it is the Practical 
cares of the world that are the 9reatest distraction. 
Sometimes the Most minor annoYances are the 9reatest 
distractions. And often} it is the Plaasant thin9s that 9et 
in the waYJ it is ~uch more fun to sit uP in the livin9 
r·.::)or(' fl.l:nd P l.:t.Y 9-:t.r··,es. ''·' i ·t.h the J.:: ids th~:t' it is. t•::s 9<::t do'.·.l'if i y, 
the basement and work on PreParin9 sunda~ school lessons. 
There were man~ times when these lessons si~Pl~ waited 
.sl.l.·.thi le. 

Without EROS, sex is nothin9 more than animal lust. 
Within EROS, it becomes a 9rand and 9lorious fulfilment 
Just as it was intended b~ God that it should be. But it is 

· in the 9t~·.:'.'rtdeur·· Ctf' EROS t.h.:t.t the· ::.eed:s:. C)f· d.:~.n·;tet·· ~.r·tS:­
concealed. EROS sPeaks like an all-co~mandin9 9ocl. For 
EROS~ honored without reservation and obe~ed 
tJ:ncoiid it i o·n.g~.ll ~ becCtfttes -9. clemcm. EROS l e·.;~.ds to ~.clu l ts·r·:::' .• 
murder~ the~t, and all manner of evils if allowed full 
.:ont.r·ol. The bi 99est. er·r·cw·· of' tod~:;~.~ is tt"t.:t.t flle·n -3.nd '.•JOf!'tr:··n 
have turned EROS into an idol. The idea that anYthin9 is 
somehow oka~ if it is trulY done in the name or love is 
rrtcn:::is::-r·r, ff!.:~.n·' s. s 1-~.P in Gcu:::iJ s fa.ce·. Re·r!H?mber· t.he Fit··:;::.t 
Cor;,r(:.:t:flr.:ifl·,.:;--r,t. .• '1 I -~.r.-1 the Lor·cl !::IOJ.t.r· God ••• Yl:IIJ. sh.;:;.11 h.::t.· ... ·e n.:~ 
,:,thtS:-r· Sll=:tds bJE·fttr·e fi'I!E'. 11 

Let)s sPend a few moments to9ether in Prayer. 


