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Adohmeonsl OYESLessom Musdssr Fougr Pt =
O the medative side. lows finds vo sabisfachions in
that which iz weond. Meen vow pead dlat ordine andg
eElinfuencyd iz st an all-bime hish and Sroicm b gver
increasing rates, what does 1t do bo sou? When o soe ble
televizion news refort ghont four bous beating an olgd man
o odeabkh o 2 busy street corners st oo gou Feel inside?¥
inen wou pread of an ivnocent firl rabed by o2 home {nvader
i1 e own bed. o a2 cohild bidnafPed, sexuaily smoleszted.
avpd brutalle 21lain and mutilated, what iz gour eeaction?
When almost two thovsand Limes a dad. somewhers in this
Fu“n*?“* 9 Savel dreofs and a2 Judfe declares, "[Dyorcos

IR \"‘
f=e fede gt

g vihed Moz ik bother wou?

T the friztian, sin 1s zad. Love canmod Find ang
sabtisfaction in ewil., Boh God's truath. as 1t is revealsd in
the frowbh of thoze we lowe, bhose forr whom we accept
resbfonsibilite, iz Sreat Jog for the cﬁﬁce#ﬁ&ﬁ chistiat.
Winen we 2 8 broubled beenagfer broudshi into the skelter of
3 christian home andd o at*h them discower 2 whhole new 1ifs
it Cherigt, it iz 8 cause for reldoicing.  One of me mwost
o ful memories iz of a3 few hours my wife and I zPent
talkivg with & sound couble who were covtemtlabing divorces.
Thes were christisns but had married very gound and Lheir
firat six months of life btofether had wet besn as smooth
angd swest az thex had sxfecteds Me did oy besit Lo izt
Good'as lowe Flow dhroudh our concern gred &ttEﬂtiGﬁ and it
seemsrd that their love was reborn and erichsesd by Lhe
reaffirmationg of s lowe for bhem, Todas, thews are 2hill
marr 1 e o I ’ ins an Fionh For dow that God'z plan

in their lives.
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GFt o owery inshruchtive whes Perd leded by the
frmind &5 of ouro afe, ho ask the Juestion. YHhat would ours
Lord do in thi situation? Mow wouwld Jdesuzs odeal with this
reraons o bhis courle®? Jesuz Dhywist was lowing: He was
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He went aboul doind foocl, but Hi
oz sbringent, arngd He ozl
Me met, He
’.-

= o Hi 1i o
g hest in the Peoble gave offense &
gisciries, to Hiz relabives, bo the scribes and Fharisses.,
for- HMe was alwads chedient o a2 higker lowalte. Turn to
Matthew, chaprter ten, wverse thirts-four on Pate 844 in the
Bibles, Jezus dicdn’'t mince words when 1 came Lo evil. Hor
did b Timit Mimzelf to words: He used 4 whip oo the
mongeychangers in the temple.
#
Matthew 18:34, Do not LRink tat 1 kave coms bo beding
readce on sartihs I ohawe not come Lo bring Pesce, bul oa

g%

Jesus o was loving and kind, bub His kind of love iz
firm, When 1t came bo evil He was severe. ooz love never
rejoices in weon®, bub reldoices in bhe -ight.

In bodas’s world, wvery few Peofls achualls urnderstandg
what bhe word Plove” realls means. Muckh of what we readd and
r 1 the media shows the Frevalence of the concefi that
thn reg Ylowe? and Yesex" are sdyrniondmelz. Bubs gwven mors
in oaus, 1z bthe widely held conceft that "lowve” and
Y& mentalits? are eduivalent. To confuss ’1ﬁwe“ ERtte
ta i somethin® we chriztianeg studicusly avoid, knowing
Lat bod newer meant lowve o be sex dnd nothing elzse. But
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SobmsonsLWE esson Humber Four Fage 4
“H EQ, avd the week afters that st AGAPE. Theze are bhe
four Lreegk words for love. The besit gwaminabion of these
wowedds that 1 hﬂez seen 12 in .8, Lewiz’ ook THE FOUR
LOVES, Mook of what I am 90in® fo be saxing shoub these
wordds ower the nexb four weeks comes direchls from thab
bamle anod I owenld recommend that anveons who wanks o maks a
moe debailsd zbtuds of bhe subldest of love in the bhible
shiould befin with thiz book.

Lewiz bedins hiszs study by dividin
catetories: Gifb-Lowve and Heed-Lowe., The tu 1 of
Gifi-Love In the world 12 shown by the lowve wubdoh wrﬁmur' £l
man Lo bur life insurancs: it Provideszs For ble well~besind
of hiz family afber ke iz dead. Me will nob see 1L or zhare
i itz bensfitz, zeh he iz willing fo exfend the Premiuvms
becayze the insurance will khelf sufbort his loved-onssz
after he is 9onme. This 1z Gifb-Lowve. On the obher hand, the
tapical P e of Heed-lLowe iz that love whick sends 2
lovely o Gdehbenegd child rorming tm M .

It iz immediztely uuulou* that God's lowe iz Gift-
Lﬁwe, At the zame Lime, man’zs laowe for Gody from the verd

pature of humanibs. must IL gs e moshly 1iF not
comPletely i, 2 Heed-Lowe. Moy man iz cabable of brinding
more Lhan dust 2 Meed-Lowe o God. bok, o brdvd 2 Gift-
Lowe would Prezuffose the existence of the Meed-Lowe alzo.
The cafsztone of a Pupramid dossn't 2it uF in the alr 211 by
itzelf. If needs 21l the obther ztonez keneath it o hold it
ko, Ta the same wad, we are nob cafable of bein3ing 2 Gife—
Lewtes Lo God unless and wntill we are olearly aware of oupr
Meed-Love for Him,

Thiz pointz Lo a2 rather z2irangss corollars: Man
arProaches God most nearly when he iz in one sense least
Tike God. For what can be more unlike bhao folloess aned
gpftinszs, rishtenusness and defravits, limitlezs Powsr and
g o For RelP.,

Mow, thare are two different things that we miohh
consider ss being Y"near bo God”, The firat iz keind like
ool oand dhe other iz making a ¢loze afrroach to God, Once
oy 8 time, there was 4 qouns firl oo liwved in 2 =mall
mogmbain willase in Switrzeriland. One dag skhe zet of F for s
walk in hhe mouchains. She boew she waz subPozed to be back
home i bime for lunckh but she miscalculated how far she
Mael foowalk. By middas. she found kerseld at the top of a
clifd overlocking the willaze. It Phesical space,. she was
werd close Lo bhome, In Fach. she probablz could have threown
& shtome and brokesn the front windew of hee houvse, Bubh, she

E oonld 2 Soun® 9irls nob oan exPerienced mounktain olimber,

grberisnced ol imbsr migkt h:w# rabelled doun bo her

pEe it oA few mingtes bubr bhat waz bevond her cakabilits,

g had to walk back the long way around. AL mans bimes

Fing her hc;ﬁwarﬂ joupned . she was staticalls much

hier away from ke howse than she had bDeen at Lhe ftof of

e oliff. Bubt that was only statically. Denamicalls. zach
shel byeooEiit her oloser Lo bhe summs sanduwiches and milk
that her mother had Prefared for her. He were created in
the likevness of God. Bub, what iz near God be reason of
likengzs is never 20in® fo 22t any ocloser: nob any more
than the soun® 211 could hawe gwer fobien any nearer Lo
home by simP iy 2itbin® at the fob of the cliff. Bub
mEarness of afproach s, be definition, increizing
TEArTEER,
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Mo the reason bkl
nEceszary b the Peobare
thet "God dis Lowe" in 1
shatement of Jokn'zs is %
misinterfret it 2nd twis
grtirely, If we tuwizh bk
convstse, that "Lowve is
Evera human love, ah its
for- itself divineg author
wilitn of this todas,. Lo
auilte of this toos esbe
iz alzo Prone to this ke

The natural lowes m
aodiood: not when thew a
are iy their best,: natus
oiveious iy the erobic zF
sglf-zacrificing paszion
i b the wvolice of God.
o0 abhead and fake action
are nobt 290in% Lo revere
an itch when pe zoratch
claim Lo diwvinits until
does not becomes Flavszibl
resemialance to God, ko L

Zre o FPase =
2 iz imPortant iz because it iz
widgretandlng of Jobn's Blatement
GJobin 408 The difficults with this
Fat we are eazily led to
it inko an ofPosite meanind
g truth thet God iz lowe inko its
Goed” s lowe furng ivbo 8 oemond
height, khasz a +¢n snee bo o =laim
ity. Erotic love iz exbremely
we of one'a cgu%t%; can hecone
cialls in wartime, Family affection
rsErs o,
akes thiz blas uz olaim bo
e ab their bt when they
al condition. iz eapecially
here, A fFaith o Bermiinely
will sPeak to uzs with whal zeems
Mere sexusl Tust will nobl be maw
o bhe baziz of sexual lust kot e
the Faszion any more bthan e revers
it. Qur lowes de neh maks their
the claim becomes plauzible. It
e until there iz in them a real
o Himself.

ik

«

In Lhe zame way that love iz divided inte o
cabedories, we can alzo divide Pleaszureszs inhto ftuo
catedories: those whick would not be Pleasures at all
unlgzz they were Preceded by desire. and bhose wivickh are
flessures in their own rishh and don't pged am Srefarators
desire. FAn sxample of the firset fure would be a deink of
waker, Thiz iz a Pleasure if wsou are thirsty and 2 9reat
o i sou are verys bhirsty. Bobt, who gwver Poure imself a
@ailass of water and drinks it dust for the sheer fun of
‘:h:’i .u;g t."':'-l.':' [

O the obher hand: subPoseg woy were ouh for a3 walk in
an wafamiliar counbreside and, comind aroond 2 bend in the
Pati, gou suddenls came uPon 2 duiet meadcm; swathed in
wisgks of o9 and crownes witkh 3 Foll rainbow. The Flsgasuprs
iz ome of the second kind: ao prefarators desire was
NECEEEArY .

There are comPlicabions of these zimPle sxamblss of
Course, SuPPoose gsou are thirsty and: insteasd of a4 2lass of
water, 4900 are Siven a cub of coffee. Bobth plessures now
gxist. Your bthirst iz azuaded and =200 3150 exferience the
pleazant baszte of the coffee. On the obler hand, supfose
doay drink whiskey becauss z2ou like itz tazste, IF uou et
irhe Ehat boo beawilys it hecomess an addicticon;: wou hesoms
an aichobniic. Then a Pleasure of the secovdd kivnd has
become ome of bhe Ficst. A Pledzure of afpreciation has
becoms 2 rnesd Plsasyrs, '

Messd Plessures cease to exish when sabisfied. The
aizzs of cold wabse looks exbremely afPesalind when 2ou have
Just come in From mowing the lawn. Five g2econds latsr it iz
of no interest at 211. Flegagubkes of apkreciation are wer
gdifferent., One doesz not simPlys sadow bthem: ong feels thal
thes somebhow dessrve o be endoded. Ons wonld be oubraded
at the thousit bhat the beaokiful mountain meadow. orounsd
with Lthe rainbow. was bto be torn ol for a Parking 1ot ewvern
i the ong knew he were about bo die andd would never see it
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funﬂ,uuaLDVEwLﬁaﬁ Humber Four Fa s B
Lihat Lthe sPiritoal dander of EROS arizes essentially from
this carnal element within it. The covtention is that EROS
iz neblest o purest when 22w is minimized. For gsars, manw
moral theolofians have seemed bo bhick that the main danger
in mareriane is that of 2 soul-dezbrowing surrender to bhe
senses. Bub bhiz iz net the soeiPtural approach. In the
saventh chabbter of Firsd Corinthianz, Paul saws that it is
o For 2 man not bo be mareied. Bub all ke realls za3us
ghout zex iz that Prolonfed sbstinsnoe within narriases iz
bo be aveided. Whet be fears iz Pre-ocoufation. dthe need of
constantiy Pleaging - that iz conzsidering ~ one's Parbnedr,
e muitiple diztrackions of domesticity, 1L iz mareiste
itzeif, not the marriafe bed, that will be likely to binder
pa From waiting uninberrubktedly on Gode And T Find that
sl was right, It me own exkerience, it iz the Prachtical
cares of the worid that are bthe 9resbest distraction.
Sometinmzs Lhe most WiﬂQF annodances are the areshest
digtractionzs, FAnd often., it iz the pleazant things that 2ed
it the wavw: it is much more fun bo sit P in the living
oot S Plaw aamea with the Kidse than it iz to @ down in
e basement and work on Prefarin® surdday school lezsons.
There were many Limez when theze lessons z2imPly waited
aulile,

Without EROZ, zex iz nothing meore fthan animal lust,
Within EROS,: it becomes a2 9rand and 9lorious Folfilment
dust oas it was intended by God that it shoglod be, But ib iz
i the Srandeur of EROE that the zeeds of dander are
conesslend. EROS zsbeaks like an alle-commanding oo, Foe
ERDZ., honored without reservabtion and obewssd
gyncotlitionalls becomes a demon. ERDE leads o acdulteryg,
prcer, theft, and all manner of evilz if allowed full
control. The biggest srror of btodaw iz that men and women
Fawe burred EREOS into an idol. The ides bthat arsthin® iz
zamehow okay iF it iz Lruly done in the name of lowe iz
moddern man's slap in God's face., Remember the Firzsi
Commeandment., "I am the Lord gour Godooofou 2hall have no
mhiegr Sodzs hefore me, "

#
Labh's shentd 3 few momentz boSether in Prasvser.




