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dobmsonsLOVE<Lesson Humkber Fige Faoe =
Horm Tl o helis us bhat we are bo lowve God First and
foremosh and then our brobhers and sisters in Chelsk newh,
After that, the second commarndment tells us th&t Ve Are Lo
lows owr neidhbors 2z ourselves. And now, 1 Cordnthians
13:7 tells vz that lowve bears g1l things. Thid iz amplified
by Matbthew 5:43 & 44 whick 2w, "Wou have heard bhat it was
said., “¥ou skhall lowve sour neidhbor and Fabe Souer snems’ .
But 1 =a% to vou, Love sour enemiesz and Praw © niose who
ferseculs wou, " And blhe fortu-fiftl verase tell IR Y )
et 200 mar be sons of vour Father who iz iy awern; for
P makes his sun b0 rize on bthe evil and on the ﬂumd. anwd
sends valn on the Juszt and fhe undust.? Love bears ail
thin®s: we are bto love svereone: God Firsh Lty uruumerﬁ
aned aizters in Cheizst zecond, our neighbors fthird, and
Ffinally.: sven our sensmiss.

Mow fLhis iz 211 eeally an aside. It iz 2 take—off on
o of the englizk meaningz on the word "beae". Bub in hhe
cirrizinal Greel. the word s STEGO whick literally means o
roof Over oF Lo Cowver. The concelrt of bearing ub urndler
revsecubion 1z nobt bobtally foreion b this defiaition
because 1t inciudes the idea of net taking offense. Bubt the
maiv ides of Lhis word iz ong of fProviding shelier and
Frotechion. Hhen Pacl saves Love bears 211 bhinos, he iz
pazically contending that Love is a2 rebreat which shelters
Peokle from the storm. Mbhsn 2 brother f2112, what do wou
o Do owoun 1iFE bim ubs or cast kim oaside? Do sou cover khisz
faunlits. oF whisber aboud bhenm? Do ooy enSage in charactesr
azsassination, or do woy bry Lo work diFectls with fhe one
in trouble, Unkiasd talk kRindsrs the work of Sod g biwousand
fimes owver. Critical s cloge churck deores o Bundeeds
of Peckle. A Person Fo Do wou bear bhe awful stoes
about Mr. SmithT I e P He ligs!l MHe was Qlaﬂf irf
M was reslly sorrd,s b 1o bawe Kebt it to himself and
trded bo duistis belp Mes Bmitl oub of kizs difficuities.

The Sonzsib. the zlanderer: iz worse bthan the bidfesh
thief in fthe world, The bhief steals dour mones, bod dhe
slangdersr sieals what money cannod buy - gour refFubation.

Matthew 71 savs, Yiodge pot, tkhat we be not Juddsd.”
A oarest aide in helfFing us accert the failures of obhers 13
rememnberind that Sod has covered 211 of our sinsg — sins of
fond 290 and zinsg of today, 2ins of bthe bods, of The soul,
of fhe sfirit, z2ins of ommizsion and commigzion. Hn
unforaiving 2hirit blocks the fordiwvenszs of God. Booksre T.
Waskinabon onoe said, "I Will ot Permit any min Lo narrow
and degarade my soul by making me hate him. Y

#

Love believss 211 things., Thiszs doss MHOT mean thn? 1o
is Lotslly credulous. that it will acceft 3z btrue any wild
ztabement that iz made., Duite the offosite. T Jdohn 4 1
saus. "Belowved, do nob belisve every abkirit, bub test the
zRirits Lo see whether Dher are of God: o mang falzse
Probhets have 9one oul inko Bhe world.” Moo lowe doeso’ b
Just believe anwbhind, Hhat this Passade actually means iz
that lowes hakes the kindest wiew Posszible of pPeobPle andd
circumstances, Love zearcheszs for what iz 9o0od and Qiveszs the
bengfit of the doubkh,

If someons =243, "QGod iz a2 matk, I dow't belisve in
fim oand, iF he did eqizt, I would hate Bim oand destros hin
iF I could.ts swsn lowve iszn't 2oin® Lo be akle Lo come Lo
ans conslusion obher than "Here iz ong o his was bo Hell,”
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Liorars ar oo bhe ten-cent tras ab the used-book sheee
nEWER ARers, whatever. I swen read cereal boxes wMile I'm
eating breakfast IF nobhing else iz kMandg., Thiz iz what |
baze mx olaim Lo be widels redd orn: that T suck up the
wwitten,wmrd like a wacuum cleaner and 9et zome eniesment
ot of 1% almost no mabber what it is. The truls wide taske
in bumanits will similarly find something te abpreciaste in
the crosg-sechtion of Pumanibe whom ong kas bo mest ouord

‘j-?.:ﬂ &

And right here iz where sffection Sets resally
dan@erouz. Az 1 said before. affection iz humble. It bhe
Eing James Version of the 1b‘p the second rart of I
Cordnthians 13:4 reads, "charity wvaunteth not itseld, is
rnt Puffed upb,® Y"Charite® iz 4 :rsiating AGAFE lowve. It iz
arohaic and not vsed in the same way anvmoee 20 we usnally
uze bthe word "lowve! instesd of the word "charits”. Bub the
Polnt is bthat the Passage zavs that AGAFPE lowve iz nob
Fufted uF and I hawve Just similarly zaid that STORGE lowe
is humble. In the same comParative fashion. we can note
that affection can lowe the unatbrackive: God angd His
2aints love bthe unlowvakle. Fffection doss nok expeck bono
puci, Burns 2 blind sse he faults. sasils comes back o
1ife after a duarrel: AGAFE lowe zuffers long, iz kind and
foraivesz. Affection ofens our gues o soodasss we could mok
e oF AFPreciates without it. 50 doez AGHAFE. IF we were Lo
cwell gxcliusively on the was 5TUEGE andd RGAPE resemble each
chher. we might srroneoisls conclude txat Affection iz nob
merely ong of tihe natural iavea but iz instezd Lowve Himself
working in our buaan heartzs and Pulfilling the law. Iz dhis
brue? I affection at itz bBest and fulleszt development the
same thind az the christian 1ife? oo MOD Moszh cerbainle

Thez rivalry belueen 211 natural loves and the Love of
Goed 1 something we muzt never forgel. God iz the Sreat
riwal: the wlhtimate object of human Jealouss. God maz sheal
Lhe heard (at lsast it zeemz like sbtealing ba bhe unsawved’
of one's wife, husband, zons: dandiber, or obher loved-ong
at ans moment.

I+ i= common bo bthink of affeckion a3 being sonsthing
we are automatically entibled oo ouwr mobbers and fathers
HAVYE +o lowe us: don't thew? e have a right to E%ert L
be loved by our Parents. right? .. Hronsd I8 IS normal
foe PErents o love their childrsn angd for chiidesn Lo love
rheir Parents but it is by no means universsl. On the one
hand, there are those who are incaPabls of lovind anwons.
gwen bhemselves, and on the obther land are thosze who are 20
fmear and cruel bhab even their own mobher can't have ans
affechion for them, e 311 know thal there are certaln
Liings that we must do o atiract erotic love or
friendshir. Unlesz we also do something to atbract
affection {namely being regzonably kingd and affectionste
puraslves ) we are liable to end of with an eternal Craving
o affechion that is never zatisfied and never will be,
Think of the mizgrabie old kad whio kesps her davshber in
tobal subiesction for 58 to 68 wears, demanding that the
davtbier constantly tend, chew. suffort. and carress her
unbil the day skhe digs. Lewis well uszss the term "Maternal
VamPire" for szuch an insatiable lust for affechion. The
davghier's sacrifice may have something besubiful aboubl it
bt the old ks who demands 1t cerdainly dogs nob.
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