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Johnson/LOVE/Lesson Number Six 

.Jc1t1·n 12; : :34 r~-: :35 ::: .. !J.::t ::: .. • ~·A ·ne'.'.t cc,rfJr~·,.::, .. ·ndrlte··nt. I l:?. :i \l€ t~c• 
~ou, that ~ou love one another; even as I have loved ~ou; 
that ~ou also love one another. 8~ this all men will know 
that ~ou are M~ disciPles; if ~ou have love for one 
~- ·r1c•t.t·Jer· a: u 

I .Jc~t··rn 4· : 12 ::;.a.!:t s .. t "t·~~:t f(Ja.:n l .... t~::t=· t;;·f~i~t.... ::: .. e·e~t~ t:;c.d .' if' ~.~.JS:· 
love one another, God abides in us and his love is 
Perfected in us." 

1 

I T}-,es:=--!'.1 crr1 i .:rns 4: 9 s-!l.::i :::.1 11 8t•.t. c:c~·nc.:e4 r··rti ·n~J l ~~\h=· c~f· t.i"J!::· 
brethren ~ou have no need to have an~ one write to ~OUJ for 
~ou ~ourselves have been tau9ht b~ God to love one 
.;.·rlc!t .. t-te·r· .• !~ 

Ar1d .Jc•hn 15: 1a ;::.,J.:::s.. !!Gr·E·.:J.t.er· l1:=t'v'e· h.as r11:' rnan th.2J.t 
t.J·"JiS.· t.r .... ~.t. a. fft.:t:n laJ:l (:iCtl.rFn r-!i:=. l if'e f"Cir·~ t~ris~ f'f"•iertcls. H f·iCtl.t.'~· 
tur·Yl ~ .. .~ i tt~l me· to I Cor· i nth i .:!l.ns 1 :3 : 8 OT1 P .;;. 91::- 10t30 in ::1 •:::.l.J.r· 
E:ii:.":* les.,. 

I c:c·r·iT:t4 ~-:i.:t.·ns. 1:3::::~, ULCI\16* "f16"\l€"f"· er·tdSj a.s f"C•f"• 
ProPheciesJ the~ will Pass awa~; ~s for ton9ues; the~ 
cease; as for knowledge, it will Pass awa~." 

• 1 • 
I;Jl L L 

Tt ... e t·iet ... ~ Ar~·te:·t· i ca. ·rt ~;t .. ~. 'f"!t::ia~t .. ·d l·ler·s i c(n :: . .:t.!::l :::. .• !t lt.)t·/E4 ·oe-•,le·r· 
f" a i 1 :a. a H Dt·:.=:.P i te· OiJ.t... cu.r·t .. ·e·nt E-CC!)""tCtfl'! i c: p t-~ctl::tl e·ff!:E· .1 ~ •• )€• st. i 1. 1 
live in an excitin9 a9e of Pro9ress. Man has sPlit and 
fused the atom. Princeton Universit~ Just recentl~ 
.:;:rfr'c'unced th.l:l.t. it h.::.d de!.,.lonst.r'.::.ted a. Pilot. ::::.c.:~.le c~:>ntr·o llEi"d 
rtt..t.c l e~a.r· ·ftt:= .. i orJ t .. ·E·.:t,J::t. i::frt d .;1JE~ } .. !21."/€: tr·efl"!-?'f!Cl•:~u .. ::E. e··i*~er.,·:::;' a.t. Ct!J.f'· 
disPosal and we have attained sPeeds of travel unknown in 
an~ othe generation. 

I·n 1927.• Cl·1~.r·l~·s Linc:li::~E·r·9h cr·.;:,::;.sed t.h~· Atl.:ll.nt.i~:., 
fl~in9 at a sPeed of about 100 miles Per hour and an 
.:t~lt.it.t .. t.d~ C!f· 5.,eenz: f·eet.u Tcu:ia.~r' tt"te t·i.-:?..'•l::t··s F-14 Tc~r~·~·:.:t.t f'li~·:E. 
1.· 5€1~1 rtd le:::. i=•e·r· hCtl),t"· .:rt. 60.· 000 feet. t1.:;:n~ ~:.f us c.~·r: :;:.till 
remember when the idea of fl~in9 to the Moon was Just soMe 
t•.'i ld f.:;~.nt .. ;~.:::.::t r:Jf ::.cie··rp:e fict.i•:•n. i·Je h~.'..;.::· S.!E·e·n r··~or·r::· r~·,.:;~.t~?r·i~.l 
d·!,:;;.n9e:::. i )-, the· L::\st 100 !-:lear·:::. tt"1-E1.n i "1"1 a.11 t··e·c:ot··de·d hi::::.t.cw··!-:1 J 

and ~et, our bi9 concern is still how to relate to each 
other successful\~. 

Too often~ we Christians in our churches h~ve not 
Provided oPPortunit~ for PeoPle to exPress themselves 
ccn-· .. :e·t···n i ·ns1 l .• .lhe·r·e the::t ' r·e· ·"'· t. .:;.:nd l . .Jher·e the::~ .. t .. ·E· 9o i T1S!. The· 
church is a classic examPle of a situation where we can 9et 
to9ether with four or five hundred PeoPle or more on a 
Sunda~ Mornin9 and not reall~ know an~ of them. We can 
ParticiPate in a trul~ si9nificant exPerience with God) 
without ever reall~ encounterin9 the Person sittin9 with us 
i ·n t.he Pel .. J.. Her·e .;;~.t. t·1·:=tr·t.hbrook Cc•ve·n2-.nt... 1_.;e ~.r·e b ... ::1 i n9 to 
.:c~r£tba.t th.:t.t Pt"·(•ble·r(t thr·ou9h the Sw·etS·t.in9 of e-.:1.ch ~::~th•?!"· in 
the Sunda~ mornin9 service~ the after-service fellowshiP 
hC•'.t.r·s.. the· sm.:J.ll 9t"·c•t•.l=· ro.i nistt··h:·::... s:nd other· Pr·.:y?r·art,s. h~ 
rr!.E~.n::~ ~_.;.:;.:~1 ::::... ou.r· .::·ffot··t::: .. :u··e : .. .:m~·i< i n9 bt.J.t in otr,et··::::. the::1 ·· r·e· 
·ned:.. t·1o:::. t. d-,~.~.r·d!E·s .:u··e l;Jc.t"·sh i P c:e·nter·ed .:•r· F· r·c• .j e·•:t 
centered, but not Man~ are Person centered. The individual 
christian often do~s not exPerience the kind of co~Munit~ 
l .. .ther·tE· he c.:e. n be hi r•1se·l f.· 1;::,r· 'J.Ihet·e he C.:i!.'!"l cc:.-r,fr·•:··nt hi:::. 
felloi.•J htl.f,!.st.n be·i·n9s ir, all their· t • .Jt:?a.!.::-r!J?:.:::.e·s .:11.nd st.r·e·n9ths. 
He ·rt~S·eds thtE· •)PPor·t.uni t~ f··:·r· •:JPe-n·ness .:u"td c:•Ynfr·ont . .:~.t.ic··n ·- ·='· 
9r·co}.P e-::-::P e·r· i e·nce 'J.ther·e h.z •::.::t.n be ho·ne·:::.t. t·.l it.!·-~ c.t.her-::::. .;::nd 
with hiMself, where he can discuss his doubts} his fears, 
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his an9uishes, his 9riefs, n1s frustrations. Christian 
fellowshiP i£ comin9 to see our huManit~ and all that it 
means - the sPlendor and 9rancleur of man created in the 
imase of God, as well as his miser~; the Potential of man 
in Christ, as well as his sinfulness. If we could 9et our 
con9re9ations to be sensitive to the inter-Personal 
feelin9s and relationshiPs that are so crucial to PeoPle, I 
think we could turn man~ of our 's1eePin9 9iants~ into 
Powerhouses of God's healin9 love. 

The thin9 that most often causes PeoPle to collaPse is 
the lack or loss of meanin9 in life. PeoPle find meanin9 in 
man~ different thin9s 1 aPPearanceJ ~outhfulness, sexualit~, 
VCu::.;:~.tion,. Chi ldr·er1.• ec:i!J.C.:J.tiOT!.' P les.:::.IJ.r·e .. c:nd fr!.:t.T!!::l othE·r··:a .• 
Bu 1:. ,_..:h~::--n t.t·p:·se· f!"IE··:t. ·n i ·,y:;;:::. -21.r·e thr·.e·s. t::rrted, the P er;:::.o-r1 
C(•ll.E~.Pse·s. Life doe·s nc•t. a.llo•;J us the- l!J.}-::ur-·:: •:•f indul9irl9 
'''-'·r·::: . .e- l··.te·s i .,., ~. ·n i rtti=· ':1ve-r· i sh•::·d t:• -:t.S t. Pe-oJ::· l JE· ne-ed ·t.o be­
encoura9ed to take the risk of bein9 hurt a9ainJ once the~ 
h.:;:.,.·e· be·e·r, :::.te-PPe-c:i on OP br·lJ.ise·d. This c.a.T1 c'nl::: c~~:c:u.r· c•n ~­
lasting le-vel when the::: can come into contact with the love 
c~f Gc,cL t.hr-·ou9h hi:::. lt.)'•.d'n9 ~·et)?le- i'n t;hi:::. i .• ;ot··ld= 

The ancient soPhists used to sa:::~ "Nothin9 will last." 
Ho'.•.hE"'•···e·r·,. in dir·er..:t contr·a.st) Pa.ul the FJF•ostle te-ll::;. o.s th.SJ.t 
love is sure and lastin9. AGAPE love never fails. Does a 
Person who comes into our church sense a real accePtance in 
lO\•'E·.· Ct!'"· dcoa-s h::· C•T:l:::: he.:n·· .~.bout. it.? I r,·,:::self t"l·Zl.'v'e .at.h.i-l:l.YS 
sensed an oPen fpiendliness here; it's what convinced us 
th;.~.t this St"!Ot.!.l d be· ot.l.!.... chu.r·ch hC•ft'tE·. Fr· i e·nd l i n.e·s:::. i :::. 9cu:u::l 
bt.t. t rt:.;:l.!::l be· E''•l!E"n r<r':~r··e •:c:n b.e· .::.dde·cl. 

Love never fails. The word "fail" has four technical 
me.anin9$. The cl,:~.:::.:::.i,::-:;.1 Gr·eek P!"'·E'SE·'f·,ts the· Pict.ur-·e of·='· b.z~.d 
~.ctor· be i ·n·::1 t·, i s::::.e·d c1f f t.rp;:- ~to. 9e-.. C!f cour·::::.e.. 1 o·,_.;e i :a. ·r":1t. 
like this} as it lives on even on the sta9e of eternit~. 
Love is never hissed off the sta9e. The second Picture is 
of a faclin9 flower with fallin9 Petals. Love never withers, 
facies~ nor falls awa~. Love never loses its Place. The 
th i rt:l P i ct'_s.r··e i z, t.h.;...t. 1:>f .:Jt. chi 1 cl t •. 1hos.e 1 i P :::;. .:J.r·e· tr·emb 1 i 'fl':!l 
as he hands his father a rePort ca~d Filled with FJs. Love 
never ~isses the mark; AGAPE love alwaYs measures uP to the 
standard set for it. Fi~allY~ the fourth Picture coMes from 
the , .. .tc•r·ld of· e-·r,9i neer-·i n9 ,_.,,r·,er·e '.•.te see the P ictu.r·e of the 
steel bea~ collaPsin9 under a heav:::: overload. love never 
collaPses under the load~ neveP falls under the burden. 

P ~.:.t 1 ::;.p c'k e c.,f ::.P i r· i t.u.e-.1 ·;,:;; i f'ts '.•Jh i ch do f .a i l .: r.• r-··:~P he·c::1 .. 
ton9ue-s.. and know1ed9e. The technical definition of a 
ProPhet is one who rePresents God before Men. Althou9h theY 
are not usuall~ equiPP!?d with the miraculous Powers and the 
abilit::: to Make Predictions about the Future that the 
P r·oP he-ts of o l cl l).,er·e .• th~ P -!I.:::. tor:::. of O'.U"' chur-·c:he::::. ;::t. i l 'i 
technicallY qualif~ as those who have the ProPhetic 9ift= 
the!:! rePresent God before us and exPound his word to us. 

The 9ift of ton9o.es is still with us toda!::l. It is not 
the saMe as when Peter sPoke with one voice at Pe-ntecost 
and all around heard hiM in their native ton9ues# And it is 
tr·U€' t.f!.Ef.t S.::t.t.!:l.'fl r"!~.::;. hi:;;. CCtiJ.'nt.~?f"fE-i tS t:.h.:!!.t 't.t;:·.:t.r· clc.t..m the 
f.;~.it.h. Bu.t. t.here ,a~.r·e- :::.till c;.~.se-s 1,\the·r·.;E- the· e:·}::F-r·,:·:E.sion ,:tf 
tcrn9u.es c.E~:t!'f:Ctt r·e.l:I.S·on.:tbl~ be -!:l.ttr·ibu.tt:?d tc, .:t.n::tthin·~ c~t.h~?r· 
t.h.:rn .:t. l e-9 it i f!Hll. te ·;,:;; i ft fr·offt the Hc•l ~ St:· i r· it of Gc1d. 

Knowled9e is also a 9ift of the SPirit which Satan can 
fake and misuse. But there are true 9iants of the knowled9e 
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of God and His word who are real blessih9s to us. In the 
recent Past~ men like c.s. Lewis, Donald Gre~ Barnhouse, 
H.;,.r··r·::.• Ir·<Yrts-id!JE·SJ 8J:·u.r·9er.yr~, • .;,:nd f(l-!il:n!::l c~t.her-:::: .. :t.ll f.£~.11 i nt.o 
t-1~ .. ~ is~ c:.:t. t.e·::.::)r·::; k 

:3 

But all these 9reat, church edif~in9, God-9iven 9ifts, 
Paul said, would terminate. But love lasts. AGAPE love is 
eternal. Love is the most endurin9 virtue in this world. 
L·Jhj!.:rn t,Jt::· t;J ish t•:• s:.P e.:t.k ,:,f l a.s t i ·n9 t.h i 'f19:E. .. !;J€' .:;.11 ude t.c• the­
everlasting hills and the unchan9in9 heavens, but even 
t-ht::·se ::;.:,Httbi.)ls .:,f Per·rr,a:n.;~.TlC~ u:rtde·t .. g,;:, chan9~E:·. Fill a.bout u::;;. ,_,_~<:;· 
see the elements wastin9 under the Powers of corruPtion. 
Giant trees, once monarchs of the forest~ are now broken 
.::.nd bent t•.:i th -~.9e .. All ·r,a.t;.J.t-·e ·:t~··o.::.ns unde·r· thi:::. r-·r-oce::.;;;. of 
death. Turn with roe now to II Corinthians 4=18 on Pa9e 1006 
i ·n ~ ,:,~.u-· E: i b 1es. A l l ·n-51. t.u.r·e· 9r·c..;:::ns ll.'fldtE·r· t.h is P t··.:u:::e:::.:::. cd~· 
de· a t.h. r Tl the 01 cl T JS•:S t..~.ffp;:·nt. .• ATt'iO£:· 9: 1:::: Si.:l.!::l ;::. ·' ll" •• .?-.11 t.h::· 
hi l l:::. :::.h-::.1 1 !'t1€!' 1 t.. " A·na.. in t.he· N€-t·J Te·:::. t .. !:f.me··nt .. o:::n-·lcE·Pn i n9 
the suPPosed!::; unchan9in9 heavens; Hebrews 1=12 sa~s .. 
'' ••• as a vesture shalt thou fold them uP .. and the~ shall be 
!=t .. t-~."(Ji;:ted. n 

# 
Now .. II. Corinthians 4=18 .. "because we look not to the 

thi ·1,9::;;. th-&.t. ar·e see·n but t.c, t-he tl-"ti n9::. th&.t . .:t.r·e u:nsee·Y'!.; f.:)r-· 
the thin9s that are seen are tr~nsient. but the thin9s that 
.:u··:::· IJ:n::.e·e·n a.r·e ete·r··r,.:~,l • n 

Where are the lavi:::.h .. exotic Han9in9 Gardens of 
Bab::;lon? The::; are all 9one. Where are the maJestic temPles 
of Greece? For the most Part, the~ are broken memories of 
the· 9c, l der, ,:~.9e-. The· 9r·e·~.t ef•)P' i r·es c1f ::~~s·:::.ter·d.:!l.!::l h.?.: ... ·e- bee·r, 
lead to the tomb b~ the hand of time. 

Death uProots and Pulls down all creation. Ever::; field 
Y"!~;t~S s, '~f\E~ .. '•lE· ·' e·-..'er*::t c: i t::t a~ cettH?t.er4 ::t. TtM•e u.9l ~ i ·tt'v'.;;~ .. c:J,:6 I.... -rrcit~ 
onl~ turns creation~s beaut~ to ashes but brin9s the 
creature to dust. Death darkens the e~es of those we love; 
it eventuall~ shakes our own liMbs~ and shuts the door on 
this life. MortalitY rei9ns in our bodies. Death starts at 
birth. The mills of time grind slowl~ - but never forget~ 
the~ 9rind exceedin9 ~ine~ 

In comPlete contrast~ love never dies. Thou9h 
ever~thin9 else i:::. mortal .. AGAPE love- is immortal. When all 
else fails~ love never failsR Love never falls down on the 
Job. It not onl~ never fails~ it never ends. Thou9h ton9ues 
•:fi:·.:;~.se· -E~:nd kttC•I .•. 'led9e· v.:vnishes .. · love 1-:.sts. 

Jealous~ over sPiritual Sifts had 9riPPed the 
Cor· i 'ilth i ~:n Chr· i ::;. t i a. ns. This is t:· r·ctb.:;.b 1 ~ '.•Jh~ F'.E!.'.I.l s tr·e:::.s.e·d 
t.h.::~.t the 9r·e·.~.test ·~i ft is l•)Vt5- for· e.3.Ch ff!ert~ber· of ti-·il? bcu:::h:l 
•:Jf Ch~-· is t .• no m.;,. t tet·· ht;:,t,,J '-'· n i fl·,p c~r·ta 'frt he· r•, i Slht :.eer··,. Be 
.::.ssur-·E·d t}'·,.::. t he is ·rtc,t. IJ:td rf!P •:>r·t.;;:nt t.c• c,ux· Lor·d ~ .. Jh•:• died ·f...:)r·· 
hiM. Love was for the Corinthians; Love is fo~ us too. 

Love never fails. Jesus Christ is the fulfillMent of 
ever~ characteristic of love that Paul lists in this 
chaPter. Thus~ it is absolute!~ correct to also sa~ that 
Jesus Christ never failsu 

We are all well aware of how ~ost thin9s in life fail. 
Mone~ fails" Fame fails. Th& worldJ writes John~ Passes 
·~'.l.•.l.:t:t:~ u :::ometime::. busi ·r.es:.e·s f~.i 1. G~:;t·.ler·'f:f~'JE·nt.s fa.i 1. Fr·i e·nds 
c~ftJS·-r, let '.:.s dc•• .. rn" He.:;.l th f.;:~.i ls. In fact... e·· .... et··:::tthi 'f!9 f.::.i 1:::. 
e::-tctE·Pt ths.t •.·Jhid''! i£:. center·ed in Chr·i:.t. Cc•lr.::•.::.:::.ia.ns 1 '27 is 
i:.tMtzE• ·:=tt .. ~e·::.t ~:t.·ff"if·f(J.:t."t.iCiTf.• --ttC;t~rt""·is.t i y·, !::JCti),., t~t .. !€" i-""Jt:tF'€~ Ct·f t:;lc:t-·!:! n a' 
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The APostle Peter failed our Lord. He followed afar 
off and denied Christ on three successive oPPortunities. He 
said he would die with Him, but he oPenl~ denied his Lord. 

Thomas failed. When the disciPles sPoke of the 
resurrection he doubted and said in John 20:25J "Exc~Pt I 
sh.?.ll :::.ee h-·1 hi:=:. h.;;~:t,d:=:. the Pr·ints. of the· n.z.i ls... .;;~,y·,d F=·ut. ff!~ 
f'i -r!'::l•a·r· i wt.•:=t the Pr·i nt c•f the ·nails... .?:nd thr·t.l.s.t r~''~' h.:rnd i ·nt(:. 
his side~ I will not believe." 

The disciPles failed. After his GethseMane exPerience, 
Matthew 26=56 records, ".~.the disciPles forsook him; and 
f 11E"d. !! The::_.~ 1::-t. him dt.:Jt .• ;n. 

It is comfortin9 to realize that the failure of the 
disciPles did not alter Christ's love for them. Eventuall~ 
Pe·te·r· t·.ti?Pt bi tter·l~ C•'·Jt::·r· IJ.th~.t he h21.d ck~'ne·. ._h:·h·n 21:28 'i:.e 11:::. 
us th.s;. t Thc•r(!.;;l.E· cr· i s·d out.. "N:::t Lc·r-·c:! -EJ:nd ff1:::t Gcu::1" tAihs::··r~ 
conFronted with the oPPortunit~ to coMPlete his demands of 
verification. The disciPles came back for cleansin9 and 
renewal. We too fail Him in this da~ and a9e~ But He cannot 
fail us for he is God~ His love is eternal. I John 1=9 
:;;.till ::: . .?.:::t:::... "If '.~te confess ov.r· :::.in~ .. · he is f.:~.i thful .:;~.nd 
Just to forsive us our sins and to cleanse us frooo all 
unri9hteousness." The sreatest adventure in life is to 
e>::P er· i e··r,ce the 1 O'•le c,f Gcu::l in .Je·s.us Cht·· is t .~. ncl tc:1 tr·· a ns:.p·~ it 
it tc' other·:::... fc1r· tf'p~··r~ .:t.ll t.~·,.;-.t. lne r.k, t..li 11 be e·tey··o.:l.l u Th·::· 
mission that he has 9iven us is summed uP in John 15=17~ 
"This. I cor .. ,f!'l,:t:nd :::tC11J .. • to lc1ve o·ne .;~.nc.-i:.hen··. 11 

I have been to the toP of the Sears Tower~ the tallest 
r~"l.:t.n-m~.s::h:· :::.t.r·t..t.ctt..t.r·lE· em e.&.r·t.h. The· viet .. J i:::. f.:tbulou:::. ;,;~.nd tl ... t~:::· 
str·u.ct1.t.Pe i ts.·~df i:::. ·='· f.:;.nt.E~.stic fe,;~.t. tjf a.r··chi t€·ct.u.Pe .&.nd 
en9ineerin9: but somedaY the tons of concrete will be 
i::w·oker1 ·?.nd the d.;:·si g·ner· t··e-rrter~·~b~:-t .. e-c:l nc* mc•re .r ~t.:·t .:l!. cuP of 
ccs l d t • .J.?. ter· .. t,Jh i ch !:I ou. .;;~.r·e ~·.' i ll i n9 tc' 9 i 'o/f?:: in l O'·ls? .• ''·' i l l 
bt··e·-E~.k uPon the· shc,r·.:·:=. t:)f eter·ni t.y .. 

Lc,· ... ·e l.z,.st:::.. Love ne-· ... •e-r· f'.:J.i ls. Let u.s. Pr·.=.:.::t d.:t.i 1.:::1 f(::tr· 
this 9ift of AGAPE love, this exPerience of' containins the 
Someone t·.t~·~o IS t ove. Let. u.:=. dc.r·e- t.':=t .£t.:=.k b() 1 d 1:::1 t.h.E~. t. t•J'? m.:t;; 
find t-he- 9Y·e·;.~.t.est rr!.;~X''•.·'E-1 of a.ll time 1 the- 9r·e.!ll.te::::.t 
realization of ourselves. Let us seek hurobl~ the clarit~. 
t.! ... :e oP e·frfl•?:::.s in our· 1 i'.,.•e·s t.ha.t ena.b 1 e:::. -:::.u.t·· hum.::.n a.ssc"= i .:;~.t.es 
t,o f e·e 1 1 oved b:a '.l.s .· a.nd tc• sa.~ in l;.h:•nder· .• ''God is. he·r .. e· ! 11 

#-
This h.:t.:::. been ·='· bit of' .:;~. h€-!!.d si: .. ZJ.r·t o·n ·n;::-::.::t '···'eek ;JJ},e;··n 

i.Je· t•.l i 1 l be· d i ~ . .::us.s i ·ns FIGRPE mc·r·e- t.hor·(>'..t. 9h 1 !:1 • But ·r,~:n . .~.. 1 e·t ·· s. 
turn to the Greek PHILEO, which Cu S. Lewis translates. 
::;.irf1P 1::1 .&.:=. "fr·ie··m::i::=.hiP". PHILECt i::::. the r't:•ot fr·om l.•.II-"Jid·! corr,e·:a. 
"Phi la.cle l~·hia.''. PJ--,i la.de lPhi:~. is. ·not c.::.11ed the ci t:::t c,f 
br·o1:.her·l!:l lo·._..e f•:,r· ·nothin9u It.s name cc:•rfiE'S dit·ect.:.l:-::1 fr··Qr,., 
the Gr·e·ek PH I LRDELPHDS '.·.lh i ch l i t.e-t"·.;;l.l 1: rt,t::·.;;l.n:::. "fm1d c,f 
l::)r·et.hr·en" ~ 

PHILEO or "friendshiP" is often not even considered to 
be· ·='· f ~:~r·r,., c,f l o· ... ·e- b:::t rr,os t. P e-':.F· 1 e" This i :a. sc, rr,os t 1!::! !::tec.:!l.l.l.se 
few ever rea11;;~ exPerience it. There is a sreat difference 
between freinds and comPanions. ManY have co~Panions who~ 
theY call their friends but who do not reall!::l fulfill the 
f'or·r(,.;;. l def in it i em of fr· i errdsh i P ;.~.t. ~.l l B Thill P o:::.s i b i l i t.!::l t:.f' 
9cdn·~ ,;~.ll thr·ou:=:ti-·, life ,,..Jit.hout. e::-::Pet··iencir,g r·ea.l fr·i·::-nds.hiP 
is the f <:~.ct. th.a~. t se·t::· .:t.r··E!. t.e·s f't"- i e·!'K:I:::.h i P ;;:.o ;;:.1-"t.::l.t··;· 1 !:1 fr--r.w1 t.he 
other loves. FriendshiP is actuallY the least natural of 
the loves; the least instinctive~ or9anicJ biolo9icalT or 
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Without EROS none of us would have ever been begotten 
~:nd ~~.li thO!J.t STORGE (or· .:t.ffe-c:ti o·r,) non.:· C•f' 1.1.:::. l.•.hJl.l.l d h.;:;.·,.··::­
been reared; but we can live and breed and raise children 
''.1 i thou t ·fr· i end:::.h i P .:t:nd ofte·r1 ck•. 

Another cause for frienshiP havin9 fallen into 
J. ~ • I~ 

61st~vor 1s tr~ Theory of Evolution ••••• Ri9ht now~ ~ou~re 
~-r-·c•b.:':!.bl~ thinkin9.· "Htlr .• .: is:. hs· 9oi·ng to tu.t-··n tht? s:.lJ.l::de·ct. of 
friendshiP into a diatribe a9ainst the Theor~ of 
Evolution?" But it reall~ is quite related even if it DOES 
see~ a bit inc:on9ruous. Those who see hu~an life merel~ as 
the develoPment and co~Plication of animal life consider 
all forms of behavior which cannot Produce certificates of 
an animal ori9in and of survival value to be decidedlY 
susPect. And friendshiP's certificates are not very 
satisfactorY in this re9ard. 

St. i 1 l .::. nothe-t· P t·ob 1 em is th~. t fr·· i e·ndsh iF· is .:;;. 
relationshiP between men at their hi9hest level of 
individualit~. Those who Place the collective whole above 
the· i Tid i \1 i du~.l ( t,.fh i ch iS i:.t"·IJ.e trf' ffp:ss t,:. P t•l it i C i .:t 'II:E· ~Xld 
com~ercial advertisers even in this "land of the free'') 
find it r·a::·Pr·ehen:::.ib lE· l::.e··::.:v..:.se· it is not "de·rtp::u::t··.::.t.i•:". 
Fr··iendshi!=· is se·en ~.s selective a.nd a.::. a.n .st.ff.:~.:ir· .t•f t.he· 
t-'o:;-J,Ia Tl It ·:::,.!:! '•l ~~-~ ht::•O:::,,:::• .:1 1-"'·t::· r(;j'..f f!"• '.t.' ·p·rrN'.:. II 1' t'(J"' ll' )!::•'.:. IJ T'~•l'"t-::.t::- .:1 '"·!::!< '"'!l~!t. • H -·· - --·- --- ~---- . - . --'~--- . ,.... -- f~--- -·1- l:_ .. 

And ,..,,e ·i'.lsc• i.:.t::td,:~.::~ h,:~:..,·e tt• dE·~.l , ... ,i t.h t.l ... ,.:t.t ·n.:t.:;:;.t::t bit of 
filth~ theor~ which contends that ever~ fir~ and serious 
fr· i e·ndsh i P bet''·"=-en rr":rtil::ter·:::. of the s.:t.rr,e· sex i :::. n r·e.:~.ll ::Ju 
hor··~o:::.ex,..l.a. i.. The cl.:::n9er·ou:::. ''JOt"·d "t··e.:t.ll;:~ '' is the· n.:J.S t. i est. f l !::1 
in the C• i ntrr,e·r,t het··e. T C• t.r ... :::t t•:J s.l:J.!::l th.:.'l.t e'•l•?t"·:a :::.:.1.ch 
friendshiP is consciouslY and exPlicitlY homosexual would 
simPlY 9et You lau9hed at: it would be clearl!::! false to the 
Most casual observer. No! Much better to insinuate that it 
is '' r~·e-.:t.ll ::1 '' - !J. T:c.:•nsc i ou:::.l!::! J cr·y P t i c~.11 Y , in sor.-~~=- dee·t:· .::::fH::I 
not u. nclE-r·::. tood SE·n::.e· - hCtrt,oSe-}~IJ.a.l • And.. c)f •::c;,u.r·::.e, :,.th i 1 ·=· 
thc,se :;.th•:' s: .. :'f.!::l such thin·~:::. C.:':!.n ·r1e'·/JE:·r· Pr·t•'•lE· thert,, r..;e- c.?:n 
never fullY refute such alle9ations either and that's what 
f~'t·=::.k e-s t.hE·ft'! s:.Q ct.~:n9er·ou::. a.m:l r·eP r-·ehems i b 1 e. 

Of •::oiJ.r·:::.e thC•::!·E· I.·Jhc• rttak e such s~· !J.r·· i etiJ.S a.cc:us.:;~. t. i •Y!"1S:. aJ··e· 
not the lea.s:.t. disco·r,cet··ted b~ ·the l.a.c::k c,.f' ;:~:r1~ evide·r;c:e- to 
su.P P or·t their· .:t.l 1 e·i:Ja. t i o·ns. The!::! cheet··fo.l 1 Y .;.~:r!'r!.::to.nce· th.:~. t 
such is certainl~ exPected. All such PalPable evidence is 
c.au··e·ft .. l.ll ::: hi clcien a:nd P r·cd:.e,::ted in thE· dE·e·F· e:::. t r·ecE·sse:::. of 
the P:r:.;~d·H:·. Th;~.t.·'::.:. a.bc•ut like ar·-=H.I.in9, !!If thet··e t•.h:?t"·e a.n 
invisible cat in that chair; the chair would look eMPtY. 
The c:h.~. h·· l oc•k s ertaP tY : Ther·ef·or·e t.he-r·e is .:::o i 'f!'·.·· i :::. i b 1 e- c.:~. t. 
in it .• u 

A belief in invisible cats cannot PerhaPs be lo9ic:al1~ 
d i ::;.p r·s:·· ... ·ed .. but it. cer·t.e~. in 1 ~ t.e l l s u.s ::;.c•r··~s·t.rd ·n9 .::;.bc•IJ.t the 
wierdo that holds the belief. Those who cannot conceive of 
friendshiP as bein9 an~thin9 more than a dis9uise or 
elaboration of EROS betraY the sad ~act that the!::! 
themselves have never had a friend. The rest of us know 
that a1thou9h it is Possible to have erotic love and 
fr· i e·ndsh i P f· s::.td· the ::;.a me P .:=·t-·son ( I rt~:::' :::.e 1 f CCII.I.rft. !11::; :,.; if e .;;.s:. 
bot.h l•Y·le·r· .:;:r1d fr i e·nd :;; !::! et. i ·ct :::.ort,e : .. J.:t~ ::;. n•=:tth i ·n9 is lest:. 
like friendshiP than erotic love. Lovers are alwaYs ta1kin9 
to one another about their love; friends hardlY ever about 
their· fr· i s:rr:dsh i p • Lc···.h?t·s $.re· ·nor·r•tat.l l ::7 f'.:t.ce·-t.o-f ;,;I.CE' J 

absorbed in each other; friends, side bY side} absorbed in 
s:.•:•r,.,e c•::•rttrtto·r, inter.;:-:::L AbovE· ·!!.l L ER08 <t·Jhi le it. l.e.st.s) is 
n•E·ces::: .. ::~.r· i 1:::: be·tt .. Jeen b,JC• •:•n l Y (A r(,e·na:~e .:;~. t.t-·c· i::. or-· .:t.n C•t-·9::; 
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lS a sex act. not a function o~ EROS). But two, far from 
bein9 the necessar~ number for friendshiP is not even the 
be:::.t.. Fi'rtd the r·e.:t.:::.trn f'csr·· t.h i ::. is i rt~r:· or·t.::::nt .• 

p -· 

Charles Lamb said that if of three friends (A, 8, and 
C ) .· A :a:.ho'.'.l d die, t.hen 8 l c~s~·s ·qf".t. n·r11 ·-~ A hH t. P ·• -.:: h' .::~ ~-. .:.., 1· ·1'1.1 - • - • - w ... - ._ .... .. f ' ..., ~ ... , J 

!-. • ., t-•.. t 1 t~ I t F' . ,.. 
Jl wn1te ~ Loses no~ on.~ n DuJ t·s Par~ in d. In each of 
M~ friends there is somethin9 that onl~ some other friend 
c.:::r-1 f\t 11;:~ br·i n9 ou.t. r·k~~·.l th.:t.t ._Jc,hn is. de·.:t.d.. I :::.ha 11 ne·..,.er· 
a9ain see Bill's reaction to one of John~s sPecial Jokes. 
Far from havin9 more of Bill because I now have him all to 
m:::tself, I actuall:::t have less of Bill as a result of John's 
death. Hence true friendshiP is the least Jealous of the 
loves. Two friends deli9ht to be Joined b~ a third, and 
three b:::t a fourth, if onl:::t the newcomer is qualified to be 
a real friend. To be qualified) the newcomer must of course 
sh.:u··e the i n't.er·es t that b i ·ncl::. the fY· i end::.h i f• t.o·::~~::-t.het·· a 

Be-s:.:t.•.J.::.e·.. r.:•f c':•ut··::.e· .• ·='· fr· i endshi P mo.s t be .;:~.bout "::.r.:.rrlr::·th i ·r,g" • 
But.. more on that in a moment. 

As I said a few moments a9o.. friendshiP and 
comPanionshiP are not the same thin9. Co~PanionshiP is the 
matrix in which friendshiPs develoP but it is not the same 
thin9 as friendshiP. 

In earl~ communities man:::t ::tears a9o when civilization 
was Just be9innin9~ the cooPeration of the males as hunters 
or· f i 9hter·s ~ ... '.;,.:::. rt() 1 e-ss rtt?cess-S~.r·~ th.:t.n t.he be9et. t. i ·ng .;:~. ·nd 
Pe-S~.r·in9 of ~:hi ldr··eY!. A tPibs· 1 .. .1her·e ther·e ,,.;.:;.s ·r,r.:• t .. :t.st.e fc:·t·· 
one would die out no less surel~ than a tribe where there 
'.•.1-EI.:E· 'flO t..:::.s te f Of· the· ot.t~let"·. F' r.:•r· .E!.l l C:•f t·E·cm··ded t"l l. ;E. t.r.:w··::;~ ; 
!'~'t•?'f'! h.::: ... ·s· 9ottef'! .;ll.•,..ta.:::t fr·or··~ t.·.lOrtre·rl to clc* thi ·ttSI:E. tr.:,9et.het·· t•!::l 
the·ms.z·l ves. The::t ha.d t1::.. A'M:l to l ik.:.:· ckd n·~~ •,.tha.t ft'!tl.:::.t b.::· 
done is definitel» a survival trait. Men not onl~ had to do 
these things, the!::! also had to talk about them. The::t had to 
P l.a~:r: the hu:rtt a:r•d the- b.:;~.t.t.l e. ~Jhe·n t.he-:::t '.·.ler·J2:· •:•V•?r .. .::. 
de-brie-f i n9 ::.e·ss i c•n t·J.:t.s '!"Je•::es::: .. ::.r·::; to dr·~.1 .. .1 cor,c: l u.s ions for· 
future imProveMent. This was fun. The cowards and bun91ers 
were ridiculed and Punished and the star PerforMers were 
P r·.:J. i sed. Det.a:. i 1 s ·='X'd techn i ca 1 it i t?S , .. ,~e·r·e· h.E!.:E-hed I'.Y•ItE·r· 
minutel~. Basicall~. the men talked shoP. This is 
C•:>f!'!P.!!l.nic:nshiP. 

This comPanionshiP is) however .. onl~ the matrix of 
friendshiP. It is often called friendshiP. and ManY PeoPle 
reall:::t are onl~ talkin9 about their comPanions when the:::t 
r·efe·r· t.o their· "fr·ie·nds". But. it. is nc•t. fr·ienclshi!=' in the 
fa.sh i or, i ·nte··nch::·d b!::l PH I LEO. 

Fr·ie·TP::ishiP .:::.r·ises ()!J.t c•f corr,t:·.:rnic··n:::.hir.:· 1 •• Jhe·r1 t.~·-•c' or· 
more of the comPanions discover that the!::l have in common 
some insi9ht or interest or even taste which the others do 
not share and which .. till that moment .. each believed to be 
his own unique treasure (or burden). The t~Pical exPression 
.:,f oPenin9 ft~·iend::.hiP l}Jc•:-'.ld be st.:trr,ethit!9 like .. ~~~·Jh.:;;.t'? ·y'c•u. 
t.c•c•'? I th:)l.l.9ht I t•.J.:t.s t.h€· c··nl :::t o·ne! " It i ;a:. '.·.•hen ·t.t.·.te• ::.uch 
Persons discover one another, when theY share their vision 
- it is then that friendshiP is born. And instantl!::l the~ 
st.:rnd t.o9ether· in -=':n ir.-~r··~~::··nse· sr.:~l i t'..J.de. 

Lo·v·E-r·s se·E-k for· l=T i\l.:t.C!:I. Fr· i e-rtc!s. find this sol i t.ue:!E· 
·E'.l 1 ·='·r·otxnd t.l ... Jefi! .• t.h i :::. b.:ll.r·t·· i e-r· b~·t'.•.'E"e··n th~.:·m ;~1. ·nd thE· r·~·==· t ~ 
, .. ,lt"!E'ther· tYIE'Y l.•).:t.nt it.. Ctr· not a The~ l,~h:llJ.l d be ·? l.:'l.d tc• r··ed!.l.Ce 
ita The first two wo~ld be 9lad to find a third. The 
cm(tf.' a. n i on:::.h i P •:~n I.·Jh i .:h the fr· i e·ncl::.h i P :::.u.P €·r·'v'G·'f'l€'S. F;<:J.:::J be -~. 
co~mon reli9ion, com~on studies, common Profession, or even 



7 

common recreation. All who share it will be o~r comPanions, 
but one- cw·· t1 ... h:' or· thr··ee bJtK' ::.h;;:.r·e ::.ofl'leth i n9 rf,or-·e· '.•J 1. 1. 1 be:· 
c,:_;.t·· fr· i end::.. The r.·,-=':r' ,,;ho .:;~. Sw·e·es '..J i t.h u.::. t.h.:;~. t. ::.c•r•·J'?.!· q ue::::l:. i •:~'n .. 
little re9arded b~ others, is of 9reat i~Portance can be 
.:;,:.:.r·· fr·· i 6-·nd. He 'it€·ec:l not a.9r-ee '·'·' i th 1..'.·:::, ;;;. t·u .. -•n t. t:r··~ .=1 ·r•,·:!,J.Jf!·•·· .:.. r ~ - ·""' .... tt "' f.., ... I,- •• - l '.,.., ,.l 

t.t·,€· ·~ 1J.es t. i ,:,rt" 
Notice that friendshiP; PHILEOJ thus rePeats on a more 

individual and less sociall~ necessar~ level the character 
of t.he· COfilP.&.nionshiP , .. Jhich 1.~1~.s its r•·ta.t.r·L'<:. All t!··~e 
corr1P a. n ion:::. ar·e tr· .:;. \o'i~ 1 i n9 thE' s . .&.f~'!>? P .EJ. th bo. t the- ft·· i e·nd:::. .:!IrE· 
on a different kind of Journe~. Thus we Picture lovers face 
to fao::· but fr·ie·nds :;ide b~ side; the it·· e~es lo.:•k .:t.he-.3.d. 

Tha. t. i :::. t•Jh:::s those f.:'.&. t.he·t i c P eoP 1 e 1.,1ho ::;. imP !::1 '':;;.3. nt. 
fr· i ends. 11 c.:. n nE·v,;:-t·· r··,,:!l.k e :::. n~ • The ve-t·· !::I c•:mcl it. ion ()f t"!·::t. vi n9 
f-r· i e-nd:::. is th.:t.t 'Jie sho,J.l d l.V.:J.nt S()rtJeth i n9 e·l s.::· t:;tes ide·::. 
fr· i r;:-nd:::." ~·~here· the- tr·t.:. t.hful .:s. 'f'tSv.h?r· t.c• the g u.e·s t i (:l'f! H Del ~ OlJ. 
::..a·~? the :::: .. ::t.r£:1? t.r·uth7 11 ,,JC•'J.ld be u I s.e-t? nothi ·n9 .::~.ncl I dc~'n·' t 
c:.c:.r·.;:- .~.bo:.1.t the t.P•J. th .• I c.Yn 1 :::t '···'a.nt :a. f'r· i E'T1d .• 11 ·r1Ct fr· i 12rndsh iF' 
•::.&.n .::t.r·ise- t.hou9h a.ffect.ion c:,f CC:•IJ.~ ... :::.JE:· Ff!-:3.!::1" Ther·e· ''·'C•'.t.lc:l be 
nc~tr: in·:~ f•::.r· the fr· i endsr·, i P to be· .;~.bout .• .:;. nd ft·· i e-nd:::.h i p ~1UST 
b,;;. a.bou.t. ::.or(ti?t.hi '11St .:·· •.• ·en if it i ;:::. c:.n l :::t .;.:~:r, e-·nthus i .:t.Sr(, f,:,;-· 
doMinoes or white mice. If it's not about soMething, it ma~ 
be a. ·.,·e·t·~ dee·!=' .EJ.nd sPecial a.ffe·ct.ioT: ( -!ll.nd th~;;·t··e·' s ·nothi n9 
t ••• W··=··r,9 ''·' i th th.;~.t) bu. t.. it·· s ·not r·e-.?.1 1 :::~ .:t. fr· i E'TJd:::.h i P • 

Friends are also more than Just allies. A friend will 
()f c,:,,;.r·se P r·c•.,lE' hi F;se 1 f tc• be .1:1.n a.l 1 !::1 '.·.the·rt nec:E-ss.ar:::; " He· 
: •• J i l l l E-'!!cl :a ou rr,o·ne·~ .. t.a.k e c~.r·e· of ~ ou. t.Jhe··r, :; c,u .. r·e :::. i ':k .. .&. 'i'1cl 
e· ... ·s··n s +.: .. ;~. ·nd , .. ,~ i t.h ~ ou a. 9~. ins t. :::t C:ttJ.r- E''llE'r··~ i e·::.. E:u t. .. '.·.lhtE"·r~ the 
Pinch is over~ the friend will not 9ive it a second t.hou9ht 
~:nd '···'i 1.1 t,~.t.;:nt. t.c' ir•·tr,H:-di-E~.tE-h:t 9et b~.dt. to mc·r·e· irf~J::·or·t.&:nt 
th i n9:::.. The fr· i e-rtcl • .. Jho sh-E~.r·es. ~ '=''J.t·· P JE··nch~:nt ft.:tr· r·ar·e c:c• i ·ns 
1_.; i l 1 s tc•P to r·1.1. n ~ 01.1. to tt·,e hc,sP i t .. ;.l to ::.et !::1 01.1.r· br·c•k e·n 
arm. But when he comes to visit !::IOU in the hosPital. ~ou 
dc:l'r, .. t t.::.lk .!!!.bout his ki·r~~::lnes.::. in d~:.in9 th-3.t; ~c·u t . .:~.lk .!J.bout 
rare coins of course. 

This love, this PHILEOJ this friendshiP .. free from 
instinct. ft··ee ft·•::.rt1 .::.ll c:ltt.tiE·s. but t.hcs:se !~lhich lovr::- h.;:~.::. 
ft~·ee 1 ~ .as.sU.rt)€-cl.• ~. 1 r•IC•S· t : .. Jhcs l l!::t f·r .. e·l? of' . .1 e-.~-1 C•U.S~' .• .;:~. ncl ·fy·.;;·,;:;· 
without gualification froM the need to b.::- needed, is 
eminentl~ sPiritual~ It is the sort of love one can iMa9ine 
between an9els. Have we here found a natural love which is 
LCt'v'Ei' i t::.e·l f? 

BtE·f·~:·r-·~ '~·.h=· r·~t..t.:=4 t ... ! t.c, ~~·n~ s•J.Ci--t cc,rtc l tls i o·n ~· l s~t. t.t:E· t•e":J.13.r·e~ 
(tf the .:;tJflb i 9u i t.:a i ·r, ti ... ,e I;JOt"-(3 "sl=· 1 r i tua 111 

a i-J}·p::;··n "::.t:· i r· i t.u.:~.l 11 

i :::. u::.e-d P l?r··t .. ~. i '11 in-=' t.o the Hc'l ::~ Sf:' i r· it... u ::.t=· it'' i t.u.:J.l " i :::. .. b:::' 
de-fi ·r,i t.itrn.. ·::c:•od. E:ut ~ .. .then "sP ir·i tu.;;.l 11 i~- u~ . .:?d ~.ir··,r.· l~ .cts. 
the oPPosite of cot"'Poreal, or instinctive .. or animal .. thi~ 
is not so. There is. sPiritual evil as well as sPiritual 
9.:u:;.d. Ther··E- a.r·e 1.::r:ho l !::1 a.s '.·Je l l a.s ho l ::1 .;1:nse 1 ;;::. • The '.•JOr·::. t 
sins of men are sPiritual. 

The subJect that a friendshiP is about neecl not 
nece~.::; .. :;.t"·il:::t be.;. ·nice cm~E· .&.t. a.ll. Fr·ir::··r"::l::. fila~ ~.h~.r·e ·='· 
stron9 enthusiasm for God.. but theY M&!::l also conversel!::! 
shar12:· ·='· str·c.ns e··,1thu:::.ia.srr' for· the l)e··li L This 9r·ou.P cd7' 

fn:· i r1d:::· rn.:!J.:;, de 1 i Sht i r1 $.1J.P P or·t i 'ft9 a:. hc~rr,e for·· t,..t.:tklt .. J.::.r··cl ~ i r·l :::.4 
This. t•t.:.he·r· 9r·o'.'·~· c·f· f'r· ie·nds rr1.:S.!::1 cl~? l i ·:1ht 1 '11 ::; . .::;dlJ.C: i w'3 ~:ncl 
debauchin9 wa!::lward 9irls. 

And friendshiPs can becoMe exclusive to a de9ree not 
: ... ~~.r·r·.:::nt.e·d b:::• ,,.th.:t.t. t.he:::1 .::.r·>::· .;.bCJI..t.t.. F'l'"· i s··ncls n.:!l.t1J.l'"·.:3.ll !::1 'l:.IJ.l'"·'fl 
somewhat of a deaf ear to those who don't. share their 



Johnson/LOVE/Lesson Number Six 

vision. The inventors of the transistor simP\~ didn't have 
time to Pa~ much attention to what their collea9ues were 
s.~.!:l i ·o·=:: .;:~.b(:. 1J.t ,:J.dv.!:l.nce·::. i-f·, • •.• ·.;.cwJ.rt, t-'J.be t.ecr!'o~".:.l c~·~::;,; the·::; l •• Jer·e 
on a comPletel::; different wavelen9th. But the Partial 
deafness has the dan9er of becomin9 a total deafness, and a 
wholesale indifference to others in general. 

A ::::.en:::.e· t•f hYI!,:J.te- :::.u.i=·er·im··i t!:l then .;.r·ises .~:nd be·in9 ·El. 
r,"tt?r,·rber· of the 9r·ouP sc,rt:e~~ror,,: r,·,a.kes one "be·ttt:w·!! t.h.:tn t.ho:::.e 
outside the 9rouP. The friendshiP takes on a quite horrible 
sPe,:i.:.::.l T!E.tut··e. ~·~e t.r·fi·nk '.•.te ,;~:nd our· fr·iend::: .. ::.r·e- ;::.F·e·ci.Sl.l for· 
the siMPle reason that we chose each other. But, in fact, a 
few Years more difference in our dates of birthJ a few more 
r.·, i l es i::ll::·t:}.!eer, ou.t·· houses J the chc' ice c .. f' t_:.-ne· 'J.'!"! i · . .:e·r·s. i t!::l 
instead of another: or an!:l number of other differences} and 
we would not even have been acquaintancesJ let alone 
fr· i ~::·nd::: .• 

For Christians! of course} the Meeting of friends 
t::.:t:OTP::tt. be co·rr~.t.r·uecl to be- b!:l ch.at:ll,::e. Nc~th i ';Y8 h.~.~· t· en:::. to ·El. 
christi~n b~ chance~ God is in control of ever~ asPect of 
our· 1 i ve:::.. Chr· i ::i-t.. t•Jr·,o s~. i d to t!-"JE' c! i sci P 1. J?.s .. "Ye t»,.;;~:•l•? 'fl•:•t 
chosen meJ but I have chosen ~ou," can trul~ sa~ to ever~ 
9r·Ol..l.t:' of Chr· is tic. n f·r· i e·nd~ .. • 11 'r' ou. h.E!. vJ?. nc•t C:h•:•se·1·, C•'IJ!J? 
a:rP:l't.her· b•.tt i h.:t.ve chc,:::.e·r, :::~ou. fc,r· one .:t.nc,ther·." The 
friendshiP is no some sort of reward for our discrimination 
and 9ood taste in finclin9 one another= It is the instrument 
b:;~ '~.,hich God r·e'•le.:t.ls t.o e.:t.ch the- be-.:t.utie:::. of .all the ~".=tther·s 
and is the mechanism he has desi9ned throu9h whic:h we can 
edif~ one another in Him. 

# 
Next week~ we will be9in our exPloration of the real 

and true love of God= the AGAPE love that sacrifices itself 
U'11Se 1 f i sl ... , 1:::1 fot" the· one it 1 O'•les. Le-t us. P t".;.~ to9.:?t! ... ,~:::·r 
l:::lls-fc,~~·e· 9e·ttin9 dot•H'I to the disco.ssio·.-, of •:.:t.s.e·s. 

:«%:t.:t.:l: 


