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the Gresk FRILADELFROS whick literalls means "fond of
wrethren® .

FHILED o "friendebip” iz often nobt gven conzidered to
he 2 Forem of lowe By most Peofle, This iz z0 mostls becsusze
Few gver realls exferience it. There iz 3 frest difference
Metwssn Freinds and comPanions. Mane have comPanions whomn
ey —all bheir friends bub who do pob redlly Fulfill the
formal definition of friendshir at 811, The Possibilits of
coin® a2ll theoudh 1ife withoul experiencing real friencdshif
iz tie fact that sebarates Friendshir zo sharPls from the
other loves. Friendsihir is actueally the leaszt natural of
the lowves: the least instinchtive, organic. bicledical. o
TRCEESAANY .




donsonsLOVE/Lesson Humber Siw FPage 3

Without EROS wnone of us would have ever best beontten
and withouwt STORGE (o affection) nome of us would kFave
peen Feared: kol we can live and besed and raise childeen
without friendshir and often do. ‘

Mnother cause for frienshifr havied fallen into
disfavor iz the Theore of Ewvolubtion. .... Fi9Rt now, wsou’re
Frobably thinking, "How iz he 20in® o burn bthe subldech of
friendshir into a diatribe 32zinst the Theory of
Evolution?® Bubt it really iz duite relzated sven iF it DOES
Zeet 3 bib i“#andruuls. Those who see Pungn 1ife merels 2z
the dewsicfment and comPlication of animal 1ife consider
all formz of bEﬁHNIJF which cannot Procduce certificates of
an animal orisin and of surelwal walos to be decidedis
suskect, And friendshir’s certificates are nob vers
satisfactory in this resard,

Znill snother Problem iz thabt friendsihip iz &
relationshir betuyeen men 2t their kishest level of
individualite, Those who Place the collective whols abowe
e dndividual Cwhickh iz trus of mosh Politicians and
commercial advertizers sven in this "land of the fresg":
find it rePremensible becauss it iz nob “"demooratic®,
Friendshil iz seen a8z szelechive and a2z an affair of the
Tew., 7o 58y "These are my friends” impliss "Those zre nok,?

Fred we alse todas have Lo deal with that nazits bid of
filthe theors which contends that swerys firm and sericos
frienmishir betwesn memnbers of the zams sex is "realls®
romcsexial. The dangerous word "realls?” iz the vaztisst flu
in the olntment here. To ftey o say that every such
fraigndshipr iz consciously and exPlicitly bomosexual would
zimFly 92t wou lavgkhed at: it would be clearls falze to Lhe
mozst casual obserwer. Nol Muck bebiter bo insinvate that it
iz "realiz? - unconsciouzsliy. orwPLicallus in someg desP oand
noh understood sense ~ homosexual. Hned, of coursze, while
Shoze who sav such thinSs can wsever Peoye them. we can
mever fully refute such allegations sither and that's wuhatb
makes them so danSerous and reprehensible,

OF course those whe make such sfurdous acocusations ave
not the lesst dizconcerted ba bhe lack of ane gvidencs to
=P PO Lheir 2ilsdations. Thes cheerfully anmounces bhat
sl ig certainly exfeched. All zuch Palrable evidence is
caradulls hidden and Protecited in the deebest recesszes of
the Pauwche, That'szs akbout like arguing, "IF there were an
ivwigible cat in that chair: the chair would look emPty.
The chair locks emPhty: Therefors Lhere 1z an invizible cat
i it."®

A obetief in inwvizible cabs canmod Ferbafs be 1o%icslly
diasbroved, but it cerbainly bellz us somebthin® about Lhe
wierdon that holds the belief. Thoses who canmod concelive of
friendeie 88 heing ansthing wore dhan a dizouize or
glaboration of EROS hebran the zad fact that bhed
themse lves have newver had a friengd. The rest of 4z Enaow
that aithousk it iz Poszible to khawe erobtic lows and
Frigvishier for the zame Perzon (I muself cournt me wife as
otk lover and friendd gsebt iy zoms wass nothing iz lessz
Tike friendshif than srotic love, Lovers are alwavs falking
T oo anohiher about Lheir lowed frigvds hardlis ever aboul
their frisncdshib. Lovers are norwmalls face-to-face,
abzorbed in gach other: frience. side by 2ide, absor
some oot inberest. Bbove 211, ERBDE (while it lasts
mgressarily betuesn tuo only (A menage a trois or an
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wision., The ivventors of the transistor simPly odidn’® khave
tLime o Paw omuch atiention o what thelr collessuss were
saxing aboul advances in wacuum tube tecknoleoty: they were
e A comPlebely different wavelenshlh, Bub the partial
desfrness has bthe danger of becoming a tobal deafneszzs: and a
wholesals indifference to others in fenseal.

A zense of ionate subsriorits fthen srizes and being a
member of the froup somehow makes one "bether® than thosze
oubtside the 9roul, The friendship takesz on 2 9uite horrible
sPecisl mature. Me think we and our friends are zfgcial for
the simPle reason that we chose gach nther, Bub, in fach, 2
Few sedrs more difference in our dites of birdth, 2 feu more
miles hehusen iy bises, the cholce of one university
instead of ancbher,. of any ftusber of obbee differences, an
pe wolind not even have been acfusintances. lebt alone
frienos.

For o Chrdstisans, of courze, The meeling of frignds
carnont be constroed to be by chanog. Hothing habfens Lo 2
christisn by chanoe, God iz in contirol of every AsfPert of
o lives. Christ, who z2aid to the discirles, ”Te hawe ot
chosen mes bub I ohave ofosen gous " can braly zaw be gvers
groub of Christisn friendss "You bave nob chozsy one
anchher but I Have chozen vyou for ong annther,” The
frigndshifr is oo some zort of reuward Poroowe discorimication
andd 9ood Lazte in Findin® ong anchbher: It iz the lastromsent
by which God reveals o eachk the beanties of all the oblers
and iz bBhe mechanizm he has designed thesugkh ukdickh we oan
gdify one anotheEr in Him

#

Mest week, we will bedin our sxPloration of fthe real
and brug love of God: the FGAFE love that zacrificss itself
unaelfishiy for the one it loves. Lebt us pras bodebher
before Sebbind down RO bthe dizcussion of cazes.

oS




