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dobnsoncsLIVESLesson Humber Seven Patu o

Aow could we Possibly colbrshend the Perdechicn of
Lod. He camnot ewen befin to comPrebend bhe infinits
ehernity in whick it rezides. 11 Feter 308 saws, "But do
ot 1g9nore bhis one Fact; belowed, that with fhe Lord one
day iz as a3 thousand sears. and 3 thousand HEArE 45 one
dag, ! Hith our pitiful theeescore and ben sear lifespans.
we atitentt to make zome inroads into eternits bleouddy e
vEg of history bookz. Bub the cold words cannot bedin to
approach the reallty of being there, Andd bhere ars oo
future books. Science Fiction calls itseld suchk bubt it is
redlly nothing bub fuesswork and Fanbasy: Perbabse an
grdodaible diversion but cerbainly anobking teo base sour life
01,

Turn with me Lo Romans 8:88 on Pade 983 in gour
Biples. Zince we are inkersntly incabable of feprceivind
rerfection, we are most certainls dincafable of ackisving it
in thiz worid, We would have Sood peazon o desPair a2t the
dizasterous state that the world iz in taday iF it were nok
far the fact that we know that God iz fulle in conbenl and
i omly allowing thiz defravity to exist and continue so
Lhat Miz name {and hense we also who are "In Mim" ) will ke
eyen more Flopified throuthout all of shernity.

Homans 8:28, "We kuow that in swerathing God works For
ooocd wWwitin thosze who loue Fiims: who are called according to
iz purfFose,”

T#k

The garlier Kind Jamegs Yerszion records this verse az,
"Hrd we know that all things work tofSether for 9ood to then
that love God, to them that sre the called according o his
Purtoze.” The Revized Standard Yersion more Proferly makes
God trather fthan Y311 things" ) the sublest of bthe zenbence.
This is= slozer conformance to the arifinal greesk. Butb
tien, 1t Soss on o creshe oonfusion by ssemin® to 23y that
W are the clag that he iz molding for Sood rather than
malding the events Lo our Sood. The closest rendition to
the masz of knowliedbe that we now have available a2t least
with resfect o this werse)d seems Lo me o be Provided b
the Mew FAmerican Standard Verelon whick reads, "Fod we know
tihat God cauzes a1l things to work tofebher for Sood to
thoze who love Gods, to those who are called according Lo
Hiz purPose.” This mainbtains the reality that it i God s
iz conbrolling the svents and alzo the realibs that Fhe iz
coptralling them so that they all accrue Lo Lihe 2ood of
those who lowve him.

The HMew fAmerican Standard Yerszion alzo corrects ong of
the leszs obvious errors of the FEewvized Standsrd Yersion. Iin
the aresk, the befinning of thiz wverse includes the S9reek
covdunchion DE. It can bs translated az Yand®, YEun®,
Yegegower” or the like., The King James and the Mew Fmerican
Standdard translate it as "And” but the Bevised Standard
lgaves it oub. The conducnbtion. however it iz Lranslated.
st noh be lefd oubt becauss 1t biss the bwenta-sishhb
wereg back o bthe bwentd-sixth and twenid-sewsnth verses
which read, "Likewize the Spiridt helrs us in oupr weakness:
For-o we do nob know biow o Pras 3z owe oushht, bot Lhe SPirdt
Fimzelf intercedes forr us with s2ighs too deep for words,
Hred e who searches the hearts of men kEnows what iz ths
mitd of the Spirit, becduss hhe S3Pirit intercedssz for b
saivhs according bo bhe will of Dol Witk the condunchion




dohnzonolLOVESLe

graor Mumber Ssven Mate =

Froferils retained in the twento-sidhbh werse, we fhos know
that it iz the Hols SPirdit within uz who iz directing
events angd believers hofSebher according o 3 definite
divine plan.

God sass it iz not Fozeible for arg man Lo be 2t
comP lete rest until ke is sware that all things are
akPening according Lo this diving Plan. In his Bible, an
eiderly minister carried a2 bookmark that was macde of silk
thesdds woven into a mobho. The back of 4% was 8 handlsd
wel of orossed threars that seemed o be ittt reason o
Puﬁpﬁbtu'ﬁhﬁﬂ hg called in zsomg home where there wis Sreat
Lipuble, soprow, of death:. he would freduently skhow this
hogkmark, Frezenting the reverse sicde with 311 its
unintelligible tangie. When the bereaved ome bad esxamined
it dvkentlis, without finding any exPlanation for the
seenln® disorder, the minizter would ask him Lo Lurn the
marker over. Immedisbels. af9zinst the white 211k back9rcuind
there was bthe Phraze. iv colored theresdsz: "Cod is Iowel®
That =ide macde sense. It iz thus with 3211 of the fangled
ratterns of 1ife for the one uwho has been called aocording
o Bhe divine Flan., dRen we know thisz fact we can bhe at
Feace with the world around us becauze weg are 3t Peacs
withkiin our own 2oulz;: and we are at Peace within our own
soulsz becausze we are ah Peace with our Heavenls Father.

Turn with me2 now o EfFhesians 1:3-12 on Pase 1817 in
dot Biblesz. Thisz pazsase a?ain a?#irms that there iz 2
diving Plan and that God iz in full conbrol of it.

%

Efhesians 1:3~12. "Bleszed be the God and Father of
our Lored Jesus Chirdist, who has blesszed us ia Chrizst with
every sPiritual blezsing in the heavenly Places. @UET AE b
chose us 1w kMim before the foundabion of ble worid, that we
should be holys andd bBlameleszss before hime He destined vz in
lowe tor be hiz song bheoudh Jezus Christ, accordind to bhs
Furfose of hiz will: bo the Praize of hiz 9lorious Srace
whl*h e freely beztowed on uz o in thg Beloved. In bim we
have predempiion Shroudih Ris blood. the Ffordivenszs of oup
tPES?aﬁEEE: aceording o bhe richez of kizs arace which he
iavished wron ws., For- e has macde Enoun o us dn 211 wisdom
and insiskt the mystery of hizs will: according o hisz
rurbose which he set forth in Christ 35 2 Plan for the
fulness of time. to unite 211 thingzs in bim, Things in
bgaven and thinSs an o earth. In kim, accordind bo the
purfose of him who accomplishes all things socorcdinD to b
counsel of Ris wille we whe Firet hofed it Chrelst have been
destined angd afPoinbed o liwe for fhe Praize of his Slord,

#

Good iz in full conbrol and what He wants iz wiait iz
pest o us. Is it oanm wonder bhat the bers "Father® fibz
Mim zo0 well? Is it ane wonder that we reldoics o call kim
b ble Hebrew "ABEERY uwhich iz the sodesring bers "Dadde™ in
et 18m9uafe? Mo lowin® Daddy could evsr care for Uz wore
than He! Amen ancd FAmenl

i

i

|
=
[=3

& mornaing, we have Finally reached the Folint In our
zseries yhere we are 9oind bo look at the Greel RGRPE: Lhe
gl fesarrificing love of God. Bub, in 3 9restber sense, we
Mave allresdys been talking about 1L Fore s2ix wesks,
Eeerething we have discussed concerning love 3z desoribed
it I Corinthians chabber thirtesen kaz besn about the Gresk
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dobnzonsLOVE~<Lesson MHumber Sewven Fate &
ad o Mimself come to the Point where ke oried ik MHMw
God, My Gods Why hast thou forsasken me?™

Thersz realls is no such zafe investmernt., To lows ab
ail‘iﬁ o be wulinersble. Love amsthing, and sour heart will
certainld be broken soomer or later. If sow want to be
abzolubely certain of beePing it inkact. wou muskn’d ever
Fiwe @our fheart to angoneg. nob gven a do9. not sven o bird,
Yo' 11 khawve Lo surround it with hobbies. lusuries, and
gbhgr little incomzeduentialz. Don't 9et entanSled Mi+%
prsone. Lock zour heart of in bthe coffin of selfishress bo
kegp it zafe. But...Bubt...in that caske: — zafe, darn;
motioniess, airlsgss ~ it will chan9e. I1F will niob ke
broken: it will become unkeeakable, imfenetrable.
irredesmablie. The alternative to the risk of btrafedy i=
damnaiion. The onlys Place cutside of Hesven where You can
be zafe from the danders of love iz iy Hell.

It would zeem that even the most lawless and
ivordinate of loves are less contrard to God'z will than
and self-Protective lovelessyness. Just as the ownse rightlw
casbigated Lthe wortdthless servant for khidivg the tilent in
e nabkkin and thern Proclaiming, "I knsw thes that oo
wert a hard man? we can exPect Christ not to be Plesszed
with those who curl-uf iv a2 ball and £ry to Protect bheir
ot hakPiness by avolding love For others, He can’i draw
ngarer bo God by treind to avoid the sufferings which are
inkerent in 21l loves. We must rather accept thoss
sufferings and offer them Lo our Luﬂd; thirowing away all
sufpozed defensive armor and relsin® solels uPon him. IF
our kearts reed to bhe broken: and iF Me chooses this 2z bhe
Wway in which thes zhould break, then His will, nebt ours, be
AT .

Mo, it iz of course brue that 31l natural lowves can
ke incordinate., qn”d1ﬂate dtvwes not mean "insufficiently
caustious.” Mor dogz it mean "too big.” It iz et oz
Auantitative term. It = bakly imfoszible o love ang

iz Pro
Human belng simPly "hoo much.” Mﬂ iy lewee Rim Loo moch in
P

Frofortion bo our lowve o God; :ut it iz the smallnesz of
our love for God. nmt the freabtness of our love for bhe
man, That makesz the loave inordinsts. Fnds don’t be worrled
if wou can't sesm bo work ol a3z mvch emotion For Lo az wou
ci Fore an sarthly beloved, The emokions are not whah
aoverns heres 1 iz the will. The duestion iz not which o
ave Lhe sioPPiest. muzhiezd Feelints for: L iz which
Twhen bhe alternative comes ) oo @ou Put first,

At thiz Point, ib ig hime bo By to build some
urddersianding of the relzationshnip bkeitween the natural loves
st AGHFE. the Lowe of LGods of Lowve Himzeld. This iz
difficult because we cannot know Gond direchis until we 20
Wome b e owitkh Hime We cannot ses light. thougk bs lishi
G2 can see things, Similaris. statements about God are
wallys exbtrafolations from the knowledse of obher things
wiick Bhe divineg illuminstion gnables vs o koo, God iz
Love. I Jdobwn 4:18 gaws, "In thisz iz lowve. aob that we lowed
God but bhat e lowved us and zent kiz Son bo be the
gxfiation for our sins.”

e befin at the resl bedimind, with 1@&@ as Lhe
divine gnersy,. The Primal love iz Gifi~lowe. In Dod Lhere
iz oo Meed-icws. But, God, a2z creagtor of rh# Uriiwerse
imPlanhs in us both Gift~loves angd Wesd-lowez, The Gift-
1owves are inbended to be imsses of Himeelf in the natural




SohnsonsLOVE<Lezzown Humber Seven Fate 7
realm. The Meed-lovesz are intended to be the oppozites of
the Gift-loves: nob the way thab evil iz the offozite of
anod., buf rather bhe was that a Plastic tew iz the ofposibe
of the mold in which it was Formed or the way that 2 b iz
the offosite of a bolt: oPPosites thal mesh LoSetbher
Pardfeckly at svery Poink,

Im acddition to the natural Gift-loves, God al
men Wwith 2 zhare of His cwn Sift-lowe; ACPRE. RAGAR
different in tha L seeks the welfare of bthe beloved
simP iy ared witho condition. The natural lowves ma
the welfare of bhe beloved bubt theys sre bisszed zo
dezire the beloved Lo benefit from what they thems
Provide. AGAFE wantzs the beloved to receive the be
matter where it comes from. The aabural lovss are
itwariably directed to those whom the lower finds
intrinsically atbtractive in some way, Bul BGAPE is what
aliows & man Lo lowve those who are woh naturally loveable,

The witimate walue of AGAPE howewer is bhat it is bie
o means by whickh God allows men to hawe a Gift—love
Lowards Himself ., OF courses. thiz iz someuwhab of 2 maior
Faradox in buman berms. There iz nothing we can 9ive to God
which iz not alreadys Hiz: and iF it iz alreacds Hisz, bhow
have we actualls fiven Mim avsthin®. Thank God that He is
noh botad by buman 1o9ic. Me BRE capable of witholding
cupselves, our willz, and our heardts From God, Mg can, in
that szense, a2lzo 9ive fthem. Mhat iz His by right and wonld
moh gxizt for 3 moment 16 it ceaﬁsﬁ o be Hiz (az the zond
iz the z2infer'sl, He his weverdleless made ocurzs in such oz
WAk that we can freela offer it back to kime And the&e iz
A of wins G Eoo; ewery shranfer whol ws

i
Chydi

W i e
._-a-.-ﬁ-.;z i i ,.;.
51

.
Cud iz Qut Lrue beloved, Befores my wife and I had
ok ldren, we had 3 de9 that we loved dearle. The dog waz
sewen dears old when 1h dewelobed skiv cancer and had Lo be
Pub auas. That hurt and we oried over the loss almeosht as i
Lhe oo HAD b&Eﬁ oae of o children, My wife’ s aravddmother
diec: e suffered under that loss. My father odied: T ztill
feel the Pain of that loss. Mg liwes dav-bu-dad, wnoles
Goo’ s Sraces aware that death may at any momsnt Lake obbher
Teed-ones, max Ltake ve from s2ach other, o mad ewven hake
cur childeen from os. I'm not 8c0ing Lo make 1190t of ity
those are vera real berrors that tear 2t w2 Beartstrings
refeabedly. It is the knowledse bhat God iz io control and
thath He doss 211 Bhiin®s well that sustains us dezpite those
feara., Nhatewsr and wihoeyer may ke baken from us Cdnd in
the end we 21l die and lose BLL worldly connectioms ) our
Lord w HEVEE~ NE”E? 1emve it He 15 oupr brus beloved.

Mg Fhawe been looking st HFHFE divectis todaw, Az 1
mevhioned: swversthing we have begen sxamining about bhe
thirtesntl chabier of 1 Corinthliansg these Past wesks has
2lzo been ahoyh BEAFE. Me will conbinues for the next bhree
weeks in thad same vein. Hz 5, the aPPlications that we
will be falkin® about in the next thres weeks, "Love and
Fain® next week., "Lowe amnd Small Grours” the Followind
week, andd "Lovs snd Biblical Counseling® fthe final week
will 211 bBe centered on AGAFE lowe. AGAPE is the love that
conhs in bBeaven. In Heawvern arnm lowe thalt bas newsr
ermbocdied Lowe Himself will be eszentially irrelewvant.
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Mature will khawve Paszsed awas when ghernity iz wshered in.
A11 that iz nob eternal iz eternally oubh of date. Ancs of
the lowes, only RGAFE iz truly eternal. The obher lowves can
hecoms sterndl only insonuch 2 AGAFPE becomes ioterdud nesd
witks avwd Functionally inseparabile from them, EREOS will have
aome survival in heaven: Me will recognize and conbinueg o
iove ooy shouses. STORGE will alzo be there: we will
recoBnize and continue Lo lowe our cohildren and +Am111cd=
PHILED will survive: we will continue Lo recodnize anch lowe
ciir Frigncds. Bub bhese lowves will conbinue to :Ur“imﬁ el
insnfar sz RGHPE iz ivwolwved. The sPouse whom we rabidls
desired Lo Possess bub never realls caresd for will be
irpelevant. The oklildren who we endoded only when they
diddn’t misbehave will be irrelevant. Thoze whom we called
frisnds but were redlly merely ComPanions in soms
gnterfrizse will be irrelevant. Only those whom we Placed
above our oun welfare: only thcse For whomn we had AGAPE
lowe 25 well aszs the natural lovez will mesn arnebthind Lo us
it Heaven., AGAPE love is not something #@ou can work at and
dewvelor on 2our owns it dls a 2iFL from God « only He can
make it gerow and ﬁewalo? within us. FAnd He only doss 50 833
e are 9iglided teo Him, MHe can’t make RLEAPE work on our own,
We can only Pragy ta God that He will increase it within us
and thus use us Lo serwve HIS PurbPoses,
¥

Let's shend some bime tiow in Praver bogether before we
oo on bo look at zome case studies. We are Sathered
tosebher in Hizs name 20 we are assured that He iz here
amors us., He haz Promiszed vz that iF we Praw bofebbesr and
are in asreement boSether and with Hi=z will, He will
rerform what we sk, Oy Pragers are Potentially mors
poperful that 211 the ruclear wsaPonz in 211 the arsenals
af the world. Let us use this mighby wealbon in our Lord's
serwice,




