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AobnsonslDVESLesson Mumber Hing Faaes 5
ancd thew z2old dthelr Possessions and Sooois and dizbeibobed
g o bo oall, az any had need. Bod das by daz, attending the
Lemple Logsiher and breakind breesd in Lheir homes, fhed
partook of food with 2lad and fenerous hearis, Praising God
gnd Pavind Favor with 211 the PeoPle. fAnd fthe Lord added to
Lhgir vumber das e dag those who were being saved,

The wery firet thing that is obviows 1= fthe fact that
these eariy christiane sfent 2 LOT of Lime ftogfebher,

Thres thousand were brand-new christians: bahes in
Chrizt, One twndred and twents of thewm were former
beliswvers. Al of therms former dnd new, weres 1ivind oot bhe
ey lifestule hoSebbher,

PThey deweobed themzelves.” Do sou cabeh the inhensihy
of That declaration™ Hsmember: these were real Peobls Just
Tike dou and me. Thed still had dobe ther bhad Lo 90 tod
thes 211l had Lo clean thelr houses and chante the baby s
dizrFerz and do gveresthing e2lze that normal FeoPle bave oo
e, Bub bthew WEHTED to be tof%eiher so thew GOT toSsther,
Thgs et thelr Pricorities and they liwved by them.

Wrat king of 1ife did thosfe firet Chrishtiang liveT
Ml thew wers together,: they devoited themselves Lo Four
Ehings,

First, bthed tave Themselwes to "the arostles’
tgachind,” That was everwsthing the srostles kad seen Jesus
o angd heard fbim o saw,. Evenbualls they 9ot ik 211 weitben
clower now we call it the MHew Testament. Dur eduivalent
hoday of the "afosiies’ teachia?” would be Bible Shods,

Second, they devoled themselyves £o the fellowzhip,
That was simply belns todebher for the jow of being
tofether. Why sPend sour time with non-cheistians who have
nothing of real irnPortance o contribubte to dour 1ife, when
oy could be gbsordhing more and more of the Tife of Christ
from obhher christianzs. This waz not intenced az as Lo
cut themsslives of f from the worid in order o b iclusive,
Their fellowshir was the strong base from whickh thew
reached out bo others, Dome ool from ameu; them and be ge
gsefarabe zaith the Lord., There wis more Pogsre for
gvantelizm in their clozse-bknit communits than we Find
Lodas. Dur skirits are diluted by cur gxcessive sxPosure Lo
e world and ite wilez. e are decieving ouprselves 1¥ we
s b0 2an that we Just 9o amon® Shem in order o win then
for Christ. First ue musht seParabte curselves from Lhe world
and wnho God. Onley then will we be able Lo effectivelz 2o
back into the worlid as ﬁhrizt's amhassadcors,

Third, thew dewvobed themselves Lo breakind beead
romebier . Somg 2ae bthis gimPly meant Laking communion
together. Mhaile 7w sures takind communion wiz included,: I
think tThiz Passzabe refers more Lo baking reduisze meals
together. Imadine it. Here iz Thomss the abosztle with a
roomful of new belisvers in 2 home toSsiher. They are

sin@Eing, Pragin®. laudhing tosgther, sharias their Seisls,
ard listening bo Thomaz teach. Finally, ong of bhem zlabs
iz forebsacd

T don’t beliewe iblY he guclaims, "The sun’'s Sone
down. 1 badn't sven nobiced, The ohildren muzdt e
starwing,®

Evegrabody iooks shocked and frustrated. The lady of
e house sass, "0k Thomas, dust kesP balkins. 1911 theeow
sometihing bodether for s sonekbow,




dohmsonslWESLesson Mumber Mins Fage &

Another woman sPesks wb: "1 kind of thoushit we
run late, I i : e #e for s Just oin
casE e dic

e "6 4 b

M U
& 4
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"“l

¥
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.

ah in tieir 1ifes tofether was "ihe

u_c m
-
h 1)1

r*""‘

ot e =T t
suera’, In the orisinal sresk The Phraze iz THIS

FEOSEUCHRIZ, TAHIS is t? definite articlie. the word “the
in thw Pheraze, "bthe Pravers. The same Phiase alao aPPears
in bthe f9vreek of fcts Z:1. *The Frazer! was bthe stated Lims
for worshire in the temble. and all Lhe beliewewa ek
tovether, The temPle lgaders Probably weren’t cheistians
Lhemselves for the most rart. Thew were the ones who led
e mobs afainst the abfostles and thelr teachintz, The
christidnse went to the temPle Probably zimply becauss their
savior had Sone redularly, Loke 4:16 zavs of Jesus, YAnd ke
came to Harzareth., where he had been brougit of i and e owent
i the synadofus, as his cuzbom wasz. on bhe sabbath daw.e..”
dgeus was accdstomed o Joind Lo the z2unafofue on the
sabbati. The christiane also Probakly 2aw that this kakidt
of faithfuel "churchooin®® Czo o sbeak y waz a2 rigshbeous
hakit, and b2 it they shurred each other toward aoodd deeds.

Let’s check OUR lifeztsles. Have we eliminated a1 1ot
of clutier from cur lives 20 that we can Rive ouwrselwss Lo
Bible studys,. to fellowship, 0 eabing toSsther, and to the
retular aohivities of bhe church,. Today, even in the midst
of a ramPant denial of Ecﬁ uﬂ most PeoPleg. there are =till
marny who are zccekbting Christianity a2 a0 gxirlanation of
life., But, that isn't ern aujﬁ. Chrizstianits iz not merely an
"exklanation” of 1ife: it iz & "wan® of 1ife. Lots o
Feorle who o211 themselwvess evanselical christians live
lives no different from bthose of the woelds

ATy
]
#
b

Tk small wrour iz the wan o Pol these schivities
todether in & Practical was that worn't agem 2o Formal and
imPerzonal as the full Sundsy worning zervice. These dass,
Agzast analoge of ue as Mis zheeP iz mowee ablbeopriates bhawn
gver. Imorality surrourcds us on all sides,. Like a Pack of
wolves 1t howls and z2nafs around us. Unless btk sheer bind
Logethgr Lidhier than ever. more and more zshesP on the
fraimees of the flock will get snatched. IF we don’t move in
eloee boosbher for mobual safets and supford, we'll be
rifPed aman and rifred arart. In Lightly bunched flock of
sheef, the flock iz a sindle maszs, Thisz iz like the church
az 3 wimig. Mithin the flock. one sheed man ses zgyeral
obbers and Perhafs even bleat acrosz zewvesral vards bo
another sheelr, This iz like the local church azsewbia, Bub
the shgel iz only really close, zshoglder to demwl, with only
bhg few sheef that he ig actuallys plhusically in contach
with. They are the ones whosg clossness and Light prowimiby
Fiold him ubk oand kesP bim from Falling when his knses become
wealk with fear. Thew are bthe ones whe kold him fast when e
iz temFied to wander of ¥ to some zeenminSly Sresner Pastupes
wihere bhe wolf lies in wait, This iz what the small Sroup
ig 211 about,

While 2 small aroul usually meebs zbhoust once a wesk, I
want o stress bhat it iz nob dust a2 meeting;: it iz 2
relationshif., It7s2 Just like the Phusical famile that was.
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