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.Jc!f··yn 1 :~~ : :34 a: ::::5 S--!i.::t $. ·' !! A ·n-=·t;J C:C;fttfft~:t,. y-,,jftle·nt. I 5:1 i \li?;; 1:.(J 
~ou~ that ~ou love one another; even as I have loved ~ou1 
that ~ou also love one another. 8~ this all men will know 
that ~ou are m~ disciPles~ if ~ou have love for one 
.EJ, rt::1t·l-""te·t .. · Ji Jf 

A·ru::i I .Jctt~rn :::~ : 11 s~:t.~ :;:;. .. ., F f.)r~ t-F1 i :::. i ::. tr.e· r,·!es:: .. :t~ £s1e· t_,Jt .. ~ i ct·--, 
~au have heard from the be9innin9) that we should love one 
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A"t;1:j I .Jc,t .. trt 5 : 2 :::.&.~ ~ .. . t 
1
' E:::; t.}-~ i ;::. IAe k ·nc1,.•.l t.tJ--~. t '.a..!€ 1. t:!~tlt· t.} .. !€~· 

children of God1 when we love God and obe~ his 
::::'r,.,r,·I .. :!J. 'fH::irc:e··nt.s" u 

And~ in the Kin9 James version1 Ro~ans 12=10 sa~s~ ube 
kind\~ affectioned one to another with brotherl~ love; in 
f'tt:s·nclt .. ~ Pr·e·f·e·r .. ·r·i ·n9 c•·n€· -='--·n::~i:~t·,e-r-·.; !! Tttt .. ·T: i.~Ji t~f~I !Y1~ "f'1l:1•.1~t t.cs I 
Cor·i nt.hia.ns 1::::! 12 on Pa::!ll? 100(1 in ~a,_u-· E:ib les. 

I C::w· i Yl't.h i ·='· n:::. 1:::: ' 12 .. 11 F •;)r· nc:" .. J ,,,11? ::;.t;:·.;:· i 'tt a. rfr i rY·or· 
climl~, but then ~ace to face. Now I know in Part; then I 
shall understand full~~ even as I have been full~ 
ttY'JC:I~·r·s tc1c'cl~~ ~~ 

# 
Now we see in a mirror diml~." •• At the time that these 

'.·J()t·ds ,,;e·r·e ,,;t··i tb:·n b~ the AF<o::.t le F'.:t.u.l.. t-he:::1 did·n' t h:;.ve· 
fine clear mirrors like we do todaY. Their ~irrors were 
simPl~ Polished metal that 9ave back a reflection that was 
dirf1 .;~.nd t··.:t.the·r· fuzz::,. 'fot.J. could Pr·c~babl:::t N.a.b?····:".l.t .s-n•:•u.9h o·f 
.a:.n iu,.;;~.9e- to te·ll '.•Jhetl ... ,e·r· c~r· 'i!()t ~ou ~o-,.;~.cl ·3. bi9 :::.Pl<:::•tch o·f 
d i r·t on ~ c•ur· f.::.ce but ::; 01..1. t:· r·c•ba.b 1::; cc•ul dn ·· t. do n·J'.I.ch bet t~?r· 
than that. You certainlY couldn't see well enou9h to aPPlY 
rtJa.sca.r· a. c:~r· f .:t.l se e::; e·l,:~.::.hes. 

Now we see in a mirror diMl~; but then face to face. 
What a marvelous thin9 to look forward to= we are 9oin9 to 
so~eda~ ~eet our Lord face-to-face and all our da~s of 
i ·ncOffiF' lete-ness. and m:isu·nder·st.;~.ndi n9 l.·.ti 11 be C•\.'E·r·· ,:J:nd 
everwthin9 will be crwstal clears At the turn of the 
ce·nt'J.t"·::;~.. Br·eck .;rfld Tu11 ar· : ... w·c•t.e· : 

Face to ~ace with Christ m~ Savior, 
F.:.~:e tc• Fa.c:e - tJ.tt·~~.t. ,,;i 11 it t!i::· -
~!hen I;Ji u-l r·a.Ptur·e I bet·!l:•ld Hir•L· 
Jesus Christ Who died for me? 

and another has Penned• 

It will be worth it all 
When we see Jesus. 

Life's trials will seem so small 
When we see Christ. 

One 91imPse of his dear face 
A 11 sot··t·ot.•JS. l,,d l l er".&.:::.e· # 

So bravel~ run the race 
Til we see Christ. 

tktt .. J I ~cr";:r:,,~ in P .:;~.r··t. ,; theT1 I ::.h~.ll u:r,der·:::.+.: .. :t·r,cl f1.1.ll !:!1 ·' 

eve-n .31.$. I ha.ve been full~ u:nci.:-t··s t . .::u:~~:::l. To :::.ee in .:1. rr, i r·t··c·t·· 
diMl~ is not as 9oocl as to see face to face. To know in 
J:· -!l.r·t i :;:. ·n.:::.t. ~.s 9o•: .. ::l -!1.:;:. t.o k ·nc~'.··' fl_;,l 1 ~ • But. THFit~K GOD t.h.~. t lJ.te 
DO see in the mirror diml~ and that we DO know in Part# 
There are millions uPon millions who are tota11~ blind and 
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cannot see at allu There are ~illions uPon ~ill ons who 
have no knowled9e at all and never will. The~ w 11 never 
see God. The~ are ori their wa~ to hell. 

Toda~ •• ".Today, 250~000 PeoPle will die. To~orrow~ 
250,000 PeoPle will die. Ever~ da~~ 2501000 PeoPle die. 
That~s alMost two ~i11ion Per week; one hundred million 
each ~ear! Most of theM 9o strai9ht to Hell! Think about 
th.s. t. .;:~.:::. !::1 Cli.J. 9o .:J.!:::H:tU t ~ oux· .job t.h i =· ' ... :E·ek cw· .;.:::. ~ Q'.l. (:k1 

whatever else is on ~our schedule. This week~ two Million 
PeoPle are 9oin9 to die and 9o into a Godless eternitB~ 
destined ~or the Lake of Fire where there will be weePin9 
and wailin9 and 9nashin9 of teeth without an~ hoPe of 
es~:.:~.P 1Z:4 c1r~ P .s:.r~c• 1 e- t· Ctr·e'v•er· .:rnct E*\•ter·" " n .:vnd e•v•er·. # # .;.:n1::i €\lE-Y"~ ! 

In the e .£~.r·l ~ hour·s befor·€' d.:v .. n~, c:>n De·certJbE·l·d· ?' .. 1946 .. ~. 
ra9in9 fire €'n9ulfed the Winecoff Hotel on Atlanta~s 
Peachtree Streetn Before the last flames hacl been brou9ht 

2 

u ncle·1··· C(Yntr·c· L ::; .• ::,)r·s::·:;:. of ttte·r~.. :,.,h:trfJ&.:·n .• .:t:rH::! chi l dr·e·n h.SI.d d i e·d. 
Most were not actuall~ burned to death. And, unlike Nan~ 
~odern hotel fires, the~ did not die b~ suffocatin9 in 
their ~leeP without ever wakin9 uP ••• No~ •• in Atlanta .. the~ 
died .EJ.:::. the·~ se.~.r·t:;t·,ed desPer·.:J.t.e 1.~ for· e·:=.c.:;~.Pe. r·1.:;~.n~ . .i 1.l.NPe·d 
i r1 P .:rn i •: fr··ctr~'t hi 9h '.•.! i ·r:d•)•.•.':E· tc• Per· ish on u·,e t::• a ..... ·erf:•?'flt l!:u:: 1•:•1 .• .1. 
Othe~··:::. •~Jet··.:· C*'•l€'t"cc•rtl€" b~ s.rttc•k~E· .::.nd hE·.::t.t .£1.s thJS:·~ se·.;.! .. ·che·cl fm·· 
o,·1e ::: .. :tfe· e·::d t .;~.fte·r· "rnc•t.hE·r·~ But fc•t· .::.11 of them it !,.;;.~.:::. t•:'c' 
late. The~ simPl~ woke uP too late to escaPe the horror of 
that fifteen story holocaust of flames.. and the~ died 
se.:t.r·ch i ·n·~ for· ;.~. •.•J·:t~ ~=·'-'.t. 

I·n ~·JORLD AFLF!f·1E, Bi 11~ Gr·~.h~.r.-l s.:~.:::;:::. th.;:~.t. the '···'or·ld i:::. 
on fire and men are searchin9 for a waY out but can't find 
it ~:nd s•=:t P JE-r· ish in the f l.;;~.rttes. t1.!J.n h.;;~.:::. t.h! .... (•t...n·, God C•lJ. t. of 
his life. But, in doin9 so, he threw hiroself out too= Now 
he can't find his wa~ outJ he can't find himself~ and he 
can't find anY reason to continued Without the love of God 
in his heart~ ~an is totall~ blind. You and I can't see 
cle;.;.r·l~ becau:::.e , ... ,e .:;.r·e· bc•und to 01.1.r· :::.infu.l fls·sh l;Jhid·, Stet:::. 
in the way. But we CAN see, even if onl::t dimlB. Those 
.!l.rc't'.nd us .?.r·e t•::•t··:i!.lll::l bli·r1d ;.;.nd :::.turttblin9 irtt'::• t.he· Pit. 
~·Jh.:t.i:. k i ·nd ot ... rt'!O'ttste·t··::;. , ... ,c•IJ.ld sit .;;~:nd •.•Jc.tch ot.her-·s. st.ePP i n·:;t 
c,f~f· a .. ~tf"•s?1:::iP it=E· t_.,.JitJ·~,c~ct·t s¥'"iCtU .. ti·,·"I9 C1l_tt. .. :t t--~~-t-~4 ·r1i·r~~;;t .. Fh.··1d ~~-t-~· i=E­
that not exactl~ what we do when we avoid mentionin9 our 
Lor-·cl f'c•r· fe·a.!'·· •::Jf of·f'e·r,clb·,g :::.c•r(,eo·r,e ot·· of bei n9 err,b.:t.r·.;~.::.se·d. 

250 .• 000 '.·.1 i l l die· tc•d.£~.::t • I r1 the d.s.::t c·f .j u.d'ilt?Ff:e··nt. .. sor,.:e c,f 
the~ will look at ~e and accusin9lB co~lain1 "WhY didn't 
:::. ou. , .. .tar·n me?" Tt"!ef'e ~~Jill be r··,a.n~ t•.'hc1 ~ .•. h::Y!Y' t !::H::· .:;~.b l €· t.~~ 
because I did warn them. But there will be some whom I 
failed to warn. I am ashamed! The fact that I am a sinful 
human and that it is not Possible for ~e to be Perfect in 
warnin9 others an~ more than I can be Perfect in anBthing 
else does not Make a difference. There will be those who 
look uPon me in an9er and accusation because I watched them 
::::.te~· off the ed9e '.·.li th·~'J.t sa.~ i ·r,g a. , .. .tc•r·d. I .:tm clee·P lB 
a.::.h&.r,·,ed. Th.:::.nk .JE·su~. that his. blood is. s•J.f~i,:ient to 
cleanse even this dark sPot. 

There will be those at the Jud9ement who will look at 
::::ou t.oc•. Those· l .• Jho l.·Ji 1.1 comP la.i n th-E~.t ~c·u ,_.;.:~.tche·d them ste·P 
off into damnation without saYin9 a word. 250,000 will die 
toclaw. 2 million will die this week. 100 million will die 
t.hi:=. Ye.:t.r··. Hha.t CRt4 ~ ... ";::- do? In lo···"'=-·· : .. .te t1UST do sor•'te·thi n9. 
;·.:e CANNOT ::;. it. b~ .:;~. nd •.•J-EI. tc:h t.t-tertl ·~c~ i ·ntc• He 11 ,,.,~ i t.hcH.t:l;:. e:kd y,g 
~-Oi~'ltE"t.h i 'il9 ! l.•Je c.;:t. 11 .. t r·e.a:.t:h tJ.·v:'m .&.11.. 1.-Jh-E~. t c.:;. ·r, l .• .te· de'? 
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We can't reach them all ••• But there IS one whom we can 
r·t?.::.c:h! fit .:t.n!::l f(!oment .E~.nd .~.t e •.• ·e·r·::.~ fftClrt:ent! ~4e· C:FiN F'F~F!Y! ~·.le· 
don't have to reach ever~ one ourselves. We can PraB to the 
Lord of the Harvest and ask him to send more workers ••• and 
to stren9then US to be better workers too. Leonard 
~:a. 1tler,~-. i l l s-ar.::: s ! 

Could a mariner sit idle if he heard the drowning cr!::l? 
Could a doctor sit in comfort 

and Just let his Patients die? 
Could a fireman sit idle, let men burn and 9ive no hand? 

Can you sit at ease in Zion 
with the world around You DAMNED? 

Pra~er is the soverei9n remed!::l. Pra~er is the acid 
~es~ of devotion. From the day of Pentecost, there has been 
not on.;;· ·at··e-.e. t sF' i r· i t'; .. ::.l a:,.J.:t.k e··n i n9 h·, .:t:l!!::l L:rr,d t,,.h i ,::r·, j.-,a.:::. not 
be9un in a union of Pra~er. 

# 
This r;tor·n i n9 .• '.•.!e' r·e 9c' i n9 tc~ l c~ok .:J. ::. sma 1 1 9r·OIJ.P :::. -::t. nd 

,,,1!-·:.;:~. t. the !::I ,:~.t··e *· ncl ho1.\• ~ .. :e· :::.hov.l d be- rt,,:~.k i n9 u.:::.JE- C•f therfl. A 
!I ::;r(J.::.ll Gr·o1.1.P " is 'J.Stl.~.ll ::.4 de-f i ·ned .a:::. be- i ·r,g e- i t.h~:-r· .::. fc·r··m-9.1 
or· .Sl:t• i 11f or·r•-..::t l r·e9u l.::.r· ·~-:t. the-r· i n·:t ()f ft"t•r··~ f' •:,;.~.r· to f i ft.ee-n 
PeoPle whose PurPose is to aPPl!::l the new comMandment with 
e·.='.Ch other·~ Tht:· !! Gt··c·l .. .lth Gr·oUP I n he-r·e- ·='· t t•Ur· chtn··ch f i t.s 
that mold in some wa~s. But in others it is not quite the 
s~.f~"l€' t.hh"t'!:l. In .;::ny e'•/E'T!t... t.he f!JN::lf£'r·n c:onc~?Pt. e··n· ... ·i:::.ic··r,:::. 
:;e't.'er· ::;.1 ·;tr·(jt.J~J:t ;::.. t~·.:t. t.Fter* tt·ta. r. ...i • ... •.s t.. c.-r~e:· r.~.t i tt .. 1 i "t"! .at~ l o,: .. ~. 1 (:}~,ttr·t:r-,:: 
fl·nd .. i d.;;·.;:.l l :::t , e'..•'!?t~·~ r··~e·r•·tber· of the· l oca.l chur·ch ~ .. ;oul cl .:11.1 ::.o 
b.:·<?. r;;ef!'.be-r· of a.t lea.st. •:)ne :::.rtt~.ll '::w·oti.P l;.lithiT1 it .• Sud·, 
:::.rt:.;:.ll ·~t·c•u.~· :::. usu.s.l 1 ;:1 r•IE:·et- .:::.t 1. e.&.:::. t o·nce .::. k'•?ek .:;.nd d i ··li de· 
e .;:.ch fitee· t. i n9 into five P .&.r·ts : l;JCtr·sh i P .• bible :::. tud~ .. 
sharin9 .. PraYer~ and accountabilit~. The time sPent on each 
:::.e9me·rtt v .;:.r· i e-::. fr·or.-, tt1ee-t i ·r,g b:• r.-,eet. i ·ng .;:~.•::cc•r·d i T!9 ·t.,:• n.::·e·d. 
That's what I mean when I sa~ "small 9rouP''. Galatians 6~10 
~.::.!:1 ;::. .. 1

' ::;,:1 tt·u:-·r:.i .:~.:::. l.,.Je t .. t.5J. \lE" -,.p P C1t-·t~~!·n it.!:.'* .' l e·t u.s dc1 •;t1jO,::l t.c) 
all men1 and esPeciall!::! to those who are the household of 
fa.it.h." l.·.i€' di:::.cus:::.ed th.:rt ..... ·e·r-:se f.:)ur· t,.;eek::: .. :J.9C•. The fir·:::.t 
o~ the ten eoMManciMents tells us we are to love God above 
all else. The second commandment tells us to love our 
ne-i9hbors as ourselves and Jesus~ Parable of the 9ood 
samaritan teaches us that "our nei9hbor" includes alt other 
ht.1.ffl~. n be i was. rk•l;.l.• hEH"·e· i '('j G~.l.£1. t i .:::. 'tiS 6 : 1 J.j ·' l.·.IE' .e.r·e tc•l d th.:t. t 
amon9 our nei9hbors.. those who are brothers and sisters in 
C:ht·· is t :::.hc.tJJ.l d •:c•me fir··::. t. 

SuPPose we went for a triP to another cit~~ sa~ 
PerhaPs to New York. And suPPose on SundaY we went to a 
l,:~.t··9s::· r(,etr·c,Pc•l it,:~.n ~::r·,~...u··ch t,;i-·tet·e ,,;e- didn't kn .. ;:.:,J .i:J.n;!bod~ .!:l.t 
all. And suPPose that as soon as we entere-d the narthex .. we 
9t"·~.bbed th.;;· f·ir·st Per··st:''!"l : .. ;e- s.:v .•. ' .:;~:nd ·~.&.'•l€' i:.h~::-r.-l .:;J. bi9 hu9 .:::r1d 
k is::: . ..:t.ncl s::·::-::cl..:t.irttedJ "I lttVE" :ou! 11 

..... At. t.he· ·.p::·t·: lJE-.:t.:::.t .. • ,,.,~e­
could exPect ever~bod!::l to look at us as if we were PerhaPs 
.;:t. litt.le lJJier·d. 

I t •• J.:t .. S ;: ... :;. \lJ?C:i :~. t MC1Cu::i!:t c:t .. t•..l.t·~cr-t i ·r; Ci.-f i C.:'. '3•:•.. f:1!=1 tsJ if' e .~. ·nd I 
l;Jer·e· ff!lE'I'flbe! ... ·s the·t"·e· f·or·· SIE'\•'et~·.!!.l ye.S~.t"·:::. be·fm··o:::· l .• JE· ffJO'•lS::·d hs::·t··e· 
to t·~or·thbr-ook Co· ... ·en.;~.nt. Ges::,r·9e· S:t·.teeti n·~ .. l .• .th':. i:::. no,,.: the 
Pr·e:=.ic:le't''Ji.:. t•f f1t.::.cn::l!:1 Bible htsti tiJ.te· .. '.•.:.J:l.:E. the P.:t.$.to! .... of i1cu:,d::~ 
Chur·ch *· t. th.i:". t. ·t. i rtp;:;· a. nd t~1E· ~ ... ,~.:::. .:t. :::JP e·l 1-·b i nd j, n9 !=' r·e a~.,::he-r· ~ H•:? 
had stories and illustrations that could keeP ~ou on the 
e·dS1e· ~:,f :::tCtl.lJ"· ;:.e.iil.t. A lot csf 'J.Ihat. I h.J:!.'v'E· bee··o Pt··e·:::.e·rrtin9 i·n 
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t.h is :::.er· i •:-:::. CQrr,es fr·c·r,.l hi::;. br.J•:•k , At-lD THE GF.:EFHEST OF THESE 
which, in turn, was develoPed from a series of sermons he 
d~E·l i ver·ed .:;~. t. t·k·od!::l t.\'hert t,Je· '.·Jer·e- t.he·r·e. He· t.J.:;J.s .:;~. t.r·er(J!E'ndo,.:.s:. 
sPeaker and C~ften all 4,000 seats at Mood~ Church were 
filled on Sunda~ Mornin9. I was active in the church. I 
.... • -. • ,... • .-. I l - . . . t. • I I • •.. ;.,t.':;;~rn:- ·=·'J.rP::JC.:.' .;:.::noo .. s.~.f!':;;l 1n 1;ne ~:nc,lr·.· l .• J.!l.S Cr"!lJ.r·ctl 

4 

librarian, and served on the Board of Christian Education; 
for a brief Period~ I was even doin9 all four at once. As 
active as I was, did I know all of those 4,000 PeoPle who 
'.~1er·•? in cht'.r·ch em Sr.rnd.J:~.~ rtlor·r~ i n9? Nt.Jt ha.r·d 1:::! » I k net,.' 
PerhaPs one hundred and fift:::l PeoPle b~ si9ht~ ma~be fift~ 
b!::l name well enou9h to 9reet them, PerhaPs twent!::l fairl~ 
well, and about ten that we sPent an~ real si9nificant time 
with. Informal\~ and without realizin9 itJ I was in a sMall 
9r·OIJ.P 'J.I i th i '1"1 the· 1 c~~:::a. 1 .:::h'.!.r-.:::h. 

Here at Northbrook Covenant, we don't have quite that 
Man~ PeoPle to tr~ to keeP track of. Our annual rePort sa~s 
that we had 323 Me~bers at the end of 1982. But a9ain I 
reco9nize Ma~be one hundred and fift~ PeoPle b~ si9htJ 
PerhaPs sevent~-five well enou9h to 9reet b~ name, and 
ma~be thirt~-five to fort~ fairl~ well. Even within the 
local church~ even within a fairl~ sMall one, it is NOT 
Possible to know ever:::lbod~. To tr~ is a Mistake. 

God never exPected us to be full~ and inti~atel~ 
involved with ever~ other christian in the world at once. 
He knew that wasn~t Possible. That's wh~ he desi9ned the 
loc-21.1 chur·ch .:J.:::.::.e·mbl!::l; tc1 .::.llokl u.s. tc~ 9.;:~.thet·· to9•?theY· .;:~.nd 
'···'ot··s:.h it:· him i ·r, 9t··os.J.P s of' r•)Clr·e rt1-:t. n.:t. 9t?·El.b 1 e ;:. i Z€·. A·nd .. l.,.lh i l e· 
t.hc::- loc.E~.l chur·d"1 i:::. a f(Jor·e- effecti··.··e ::.ize c·f ·!:lr·c•'J.P fc•r· 
fur:c:t.i on~.l :.\:c1t"·shiP th.l:'l:r, the· bcu:::l!::l c•f Chr·i::::.t .;:l.;;:. .;;. l~.thc·l·:::· ( .:?.t 
least while we reMain in this life)~ it is also true that 
the :::.rt:.:::.l l '3r·ouP I;J.:u:. de::. i 9ned b!::! Gcu::i t.c, bE· fiP:,r·e .;;·f'fe·c:t. i ve­
fm·· fu.nc:t.it~'n.:t.ll!::l loviw3 one- .arnc~ther· th.~.n the lcu:::.!:J.l c:hut·ch 
.::.s -21. t·.1ho l e. The. t ·· s r· i 9ht. i God de-::. i ·:me-d .s.r.-t.:;~.ll 9r-·our.· s" Tl ... ,e~ 
.::.~··e n~:~t. :::.orr,.:- 1 a:t:t.er· de.!:! i '!'!'·.··.a-nti c··r, c•f' rr,.S~. n • 

. JesJ..t.s hat.d r,·,an:::t fo llc•t ... •e-r·::::. and h.s:n9er·:::.-,:rrl l.r.lhi le he 
walked uPon this earth. But there were onl!:l sevent~ 
cli.s.cH:·les th.::.t. h.:· cc··nsicle·r·E'd close· e·nc•'J.9h tc• send c•ut t(::t 
teach in his name. Rncl onl~ th• twelv• were close enou9h to 
be with him alwa~s. And~ even amon9 these twelve, three had 
a sPecial closeness. Jesus functioned in a s~all-9rouP. 
fashion himself. 

Tur·n l •• Jith file· to Act::. 2:42-47 .:•'il P.:t.9e 5149 in the 
Bibles. These verses tell us about the kind of lifest:::~le 
th.:t. t t •• .~.:::.s. f ':•iJ. ·rid i T1 the e .:t.r 1 ~ cho.r·c:h. t4c,l,J .. I ' m ·r,c•t 9c• i n9 t. c• 
su99est that we should 9o back and tr~ to live Just like 
the PeoPle in the earl~ church did; I don't think that's 
reall!:! aPProPriate for toda~ and I don't think it's the 
Lord's will for us. A lot of thin9s have chan9ed since 
then. First and foremost is the fact that we have the 
Bible. The earl~ church didn't; the New Testament hadn't 
be.:·n : .• .Jt''i tten !::let." But ther-·e -!l.r·e :::.till thi '!!9S -!:l.bt•l.l.t t.he • .. .t.:5~.!:1 
the~ l i ve·d tc•9e·the-r· b.:t.ck t.heto ths. t f...te c.::. n t.SJ.k e· l e·s:.:a.ons f·r·om 

Acts 2 : 42-4 7 .• 11 And the:= dev(:ti: . .::·d th.::·r.-,::;.,;:·1 'v'•?::. to the 
.;::.j::•c•st.les·· te·.~.·:::hi'l!9 a:nd fellot .. Js:.hiP .· to t.he· br·e.::.k in9 of br·e-.SJ.d 
.:rncl the· P r·-3.!::1 e-r·s. Artcl fe-;,:~.r· c;.rtte uP c•n e· .... er-·~1 ~.c,u1 .• .:3. ncl fi1-:rn::.~ 
'J.lo·ncler··:::. ·!'l.nd :::.i 9n::. l;.le·t"'e dcn1e thr·c1!J.9h th•.:· .::.r:·ost le·s.. Fl·nd a.l1 
1 •• .1ho be·l i e·· ... ·e·d l.ver·e· to9ether· · .;.:~:nd ha.d a.l l t.h i n9:=. iT; cori!f~'t>::.·r: .• 
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and the~ sold their Possessions and 9oods ana distributed 
them to all) as an~ had need. And cia~ b~ cia~~ attendin9 the 
teMPle to9ether and breakin9 bread in their homes, the~ 
Partook of food with 9lacl and 9enerous hearts, Praisin9 God 
and havin9 favor with all the PeoPle. And the Lord added to 
their· n1J.r,.1ber· d.7,::;; b::; d.s.::~ trJc•::.e- ~·;ho '.•.tt:'r-E- be· i w;t :;: .. !:'l.'v'E·d. 11 

# 
The· ver·~ fit~·st thi n9 th.E~.t. is obviou:::. is tht::· f,:l.Ct th.E!.t 

these earlY christians sPent a LOT of tiMe to9ether. 
Tht~·,s-•E- thous.::t.nd l.•.'E·r·e· br·a:fld-ne,,J chr·· is t. i .;;:os,; b.;;.be~. in 

Cht~·ist.. o·ne· ht::r:dr·e·d ~.nd t: ... re·nt.::: of t.he·r··, '··-~~=-r·e· fr.::tf'W.::·r· 
believers. All of them, forMer and new. were livin9 out the 
·net ... ' l i f·e·s t.:::- l e to9et~t .. te·r .. 4 • 

!! The~ t:h?'•.lCtt.ecl thert,;::.e-l· .. :es. 11 Do ::: 1=:tL!. c,:~. tch the· interns it::: 
of that declaration? ReMember: these were real PaoPle Just 
like ~ou and me. The~ still had Jobs the::: had to 9o to; 
the·!:! still h.::.cl t,:; cle-.s.n their· hot.1.se·s .:~.nd •:h.;~.n9tE- th~:- b.E~.b::;,. :::. 
d i .::.Per·::. .:.t. nd de, ever·!:.4 th i n9 e 1 se tha. t nc•r·rt,.:t. l P eoP 1 e· h.;~. ve to 
do. But the~ WANTED to be to9ether so the::: GOT to9ether. 
Th::l'!:l set the it~· P r· i or· it i es .E!.'fld the·;~ 1 i ved b;~ t.herr1 .. 

What kind of life did those first Christians live? 
t·Jhen the·;~ l.•.h?t~·e· tc•9ether· .· the;~ de·'·loted th.;:-rt1se t· ... ·e·s to f.::)'_:.r· 
t-1-.. t i ·r!StS = 

F iJ-~-s t J ttv::·~ 9a.vt:· th.:·rfl~.e 1·v•es to !I the .::.F· ost.l e:::.-' 
te·-7.chi ·n·:=t." Tha.t. 'JJa.::. e·\,.er··:::thir,g the· .El.Po:::.t le~. h.::.d seer1 . .Jesu::. 
clo ~nd heard him sa~. Eventuall~ the~ 9ot it all written 
down; now we call it the New Testament. Our equivalent 
tod.;,.::.~ of the 11 .a'.i=·o~.tles' t.e.:~.chi·rl9 11 

.... ICIIJ.ld be Bible· StudBu 
Second .. theY devoted themselves to the fellowshiP. 

Th.:~.t. 1 ••• ta.s sirt;f'l!:! bein·:t tc,9ethe·t·· for· the . .io::: of bei n9 
to·:tether. ~!h!::l ;::.t:· e·r1d !::1 our· +.:. i r(,e· ~ ... d th ·ncm-dir· is;. t i ,:~.'1"!S t,JI"K• h.:;~.\.'e· 
nothin9 of r·e,:~.l ift'JJ::·c·r·t.E!.nce· to ccrntr·ibute t.() ::Jcrur· l:i.f'e· .• : .. k!€?'li 
::t ou CO'.'.l d be· a.bsm··b i ·rl9 mc•re .;:nd mcr·e of the l if e c•f Chr· i ::. t 
ft··orr: c•t.he-t·· cht·· is t i a. ns. This :_,J.:t.s ·oc•t. i 'i1te·nded .;;.s ::J. t ••• :.~.::; to 
cut the-r,,se-1 ve·s off f'r·or(1 the '"·'Of'·l d in c~r·det·· tc• be· e::<c lu:::. i ve. 
Their· fe·llot}.•shiP ,,;,a~.s the s.tt·c,n9 bs.se fr·C!i''! t·.lhich the-::: 
r·e·.:r.che·ci O'.l.t to •Yt.her·:::.. C:or•1e out fr·orr, -2l.r~"tO·ir:: t.her(t s.ncl be ~e 
seP.::t.r·a.t.::- ::: . .:!l.i t.h the Lc•t"·cl. Ther·e ,_.J.!:I.S f(Jc•r·e Pot,~.•.::·r· fm·· 
evan9elisro in their close-knit comMunitY than we ~ind 
tocla:::d Our sPirits are diluted b~ our excessive exPosure to 
t-he : .•. :or·l d a:r,d its 'J.d 1 e::... l.-Je- s.t··e cle·c i ev i ·n9 C"J.r:::.e 1 ves if :,.h;::­
tt·:::: t•:J s,:~.y tha~.-t. ,,.Je .j1.1.st 9C• .::tr•'!On9 tl-'H:·r.-, b·, m ... dt?t"· tc• l.·Jin the·ft·, 
for Christ" First we must seParate ourselves from the world 
and unto God. Onl~ then will we be able to effective\~ 9o 
b.;:~.ck into the· ''.'Ctt~·1 ci as Chr· is t ·· s s.rttba.s:: .. !i!.clot~·::: .• 

Th i r·d .· the~ c!e·· ... •oted the·m:::.e·l ves. to br·e· .:t.k i n9 br·e· .::.d 
t.:.o·::ethet··. Sor.-,e ;:: .. ~.!:! t.hi:::. ::.imt=·l~ rt,e~:nt. t.E~.k i n9 cc•rr,munion 
to9et.her·. t·Jh i l e· I ·· rr, surJE· t-3.k i n·:t cor;!fiJlJ.'i! ion ,_.;.~.s inc: 1. u.decl.. I 
think this Passa9e refers more to takin9 re9ular meals 
t.c•9ether. I rrJ.~.9 i ne· it.. Her-·e· is Thc•rt!c.:::· t-he c.P 1)S t.l e t•.l i th .::t. 
roomful of new believers in a ho~e to9ether. The~ are 
sin9in9 .. Pra~in9 .. lau9hin9 together .. sharin9 their trials, 
.:t:ncl l is te·r, i n9 t.c• Thorttc.::. tes.ch.. F i lt-:!!.ll ::_4 •• one cd~.. ther(1 s l.:;.P :::. 
hi:=. fc·t·e·he.::~.d. 

" I d•:)n ·· t bel i eve it ! '' he e::<c 1 r.J. i !'ft:E· .• "The st;.n ·• :::. 9o·r~e 
ciOI.•.ffl. I h.EJ.c!'n ·· t t:?'•lE''fl 'iiCtt. i cecl. The ~hi l dr·e·r, i't!J.S i:. i:::n::-
s t.~ .. r· ... ~ i ·r.·;.. !! 

Ever;~boci:::: looks shocked and frustrated. The lad~ of 
the house sa!::ls .. 11 0hJ Tho~as, Just keeP talkin9. I-'11 throw 
:::.csr.-te-th i 'ft9 t.o9ethet·· f,:,t·· u:::. :::.ortteho:.._l. " 



Another woman sPeaks uP, "1 kind of thou9ht we ~i9ht 
run late. I Packed some bread and cheese for us Just in 
C.;:t.:!:;.IS' 1,,.1€' cl i d • 11 
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I'll bet that the meals Just haPPened that wa~ at 
~irst~ and the~ added so ~uch fun to the meetin9s that the~ 
be9at.n to be·cc1fi!E· P~.r·t. of the Pl~.rmed .:J.cti·.,dt.ies for· t.he 
f(te•:-t. i ·r:9s. 

The four·th i n'::w·ed i t:··nt i 1·1 their· l i f'€· t•:~9e-ther"· '.•.t:J.:::. 11 thti· 
!='!'"··::.::; e-r·s" • In t.he m··· i 9 i. n;,:~.l 9r-·et;:·k the F· rw·.~.s-€· is TFI IS 
PROSEUCHAIS. TAIS is the definite article, the word "the" 
in the- P ht··,:;:.se .. "the f.• r·.at.::; er·s". The s.:~.me P hr-·.:~.s€· -!:1.1 so .:;~.F· P e.:~.r·s 
in thE· 9r·eek c•f Act·=· 2:' 1. "The Pr··.a.::H:r·" : ... 1 -::~.s th: ::::t.ated t.ir .. ,e 
for worshiP in the temPle~ and all the believers went 
to9ether. The temPle leaders Probabl::; weren't christians 
themselves for the roost Part. The~ were the ones who led 
the mobs a9ainst the aPostles anti their teachin9s. The 
chr· i:s t i .::~. -r:s ~ .. .:ent tc~ the tert,p t e- P r·c·b~.l:::t 1 ~ s i FftP 1::1 ta::-c.S~.u.s.e- the if·· 
s.'9.V i or- h-!:i.d 90'ile r·e9ul.:;;.r·l ;:l • Luke 4: 16 s.:t.~ :::. of .Je-su.::: .. • "And he 
c:.::.r~··e to N.:;.z.::.r·e-t.h .• t·.'het··e hll? ha.d be~.:--r, br·Ol.1.9ht uP .i and he l .•• te'ii'i.:. 
t.t, t.ht:· ::.H n.::::~c~su.:.e .. .:~.s hi::. cu.s t.ortt ~ ... ~.1:1.:: .. • o·n the =·.:i.bb.:~. t.h claJ.:::J ••• 11 

._hs·st.l.=. ... .~a.s .::.•:customed to 9oi 'i1'2l tc• the s~:nia9c•9u.e- on t.he 
::.-:t.bb-!1. t.h. Ths:· cht"· i ::. t i a:r•s .a.l sc• P r·obab l bl ::: .. ::n.J th.:~. t. this h-:t.b it 
t•f f.:t.i t.hf'tJ.l "church9oin9n ( ::.o to sl=·t:·.:t.k) 1_..12.:: .. :;1. r·i 9ht.ec,l.1$ 
habit~ and b~ it the::; sPurred each other toward good deeds. 

Let's. check OIJF.~ lif€·st.blle·s .• Ha'..IE" 'JJ€' e·lirtti·nat.ecl a lc•t 
of c:tiJ.tter· f'r·ortt cn;.r· live:::. so th.;~.t. ,,Je c:.:~.n 9ive •:il).r·se-l· ... ·e:::. to 
Bible stud!:!, to fellowshiP .. to eatin9 to9ether. and to the 
r·e9ul .;~.r -!!.ct. i viti es e•f the- cht.u··ch. T oda::; ~ e•.,.en i ·r, the midst. 
of a ramPant denial of God bbl most PeoPle, there are still 
m.a:n::; l . .Jhr..:• aJ.r·e .EJ.cceJ:·ti'!Y~ Chr·isti.&.ni t.!::l .:t.s .&:n ~?::.::i!=•l.~.n.::.tis:•·r: of 
life. But, that isn~t enoush. Christianitbl is not roere\8 an 
"e·::~:PlC~.n~.tio·n 11 of life; it. is . .&. 11 l ... l.:t.!:l 11 of life;·" Lots of 
PeoPle who call themselves evan9elical christians live 
1 i \.'€·:::. nr..:• d i ffer·e'f'tt. ft··orr, those c·f· the l.·.":=tr·l d = 

# 
Tr"te sm-&.1 1 9t''OUP is the l.•.'c.::; te' Put. thes'? .s.ct. i ·.,.·it. i 1-;?s 

t.c•9e·i:.het·· in a. Pt"·-51.ct.ic.EJ.l t•.I-51.::J t.h.$1.t. t .. ,on·'t. seem so f'or·riz.t~.l .:;.nd 
imP er·sor,a.l .&.:=. th€· f'u l 1 8u ncl.:~.~ fftl::tr·'ft i n9 ::.er·'·l ice. These· d-:i~.lJ s:., 
.Jesu.:::. ·' <:~:rt.:::. l·::··;;;t~ .::.f· ·-~:::=. ,;~.:::. his ::=.he·e;:· i :::=. tit>:•t"·e .;c.r.• P r·oP t·· i a. t.e t.h.:t. '!i 
e· ... ·.;:n··. I T•Wtor·a.l i t.bl sur·r·ot.1:nr..:i:s u.s o·n .:;.11 ;::. ides. Like· &. P .s.ck of 
1,•.10 l ve:::. it. hOI • .J l ::;. a:nd s na.~· s .:u··oJJ.nd us a U'ftl e-=.s the sheeP b i ·nd 
tc,Stt?ther· t i 9htet· th.;~:n evt:·r·, rr,or·t:· .;~:t)d r··"::.r·e shet:·P o·n tht:· 
frin9es of the flock will 9et snatched. If we don't move in 
•:l,:=t:::.e to9et.het·· fe,t·· f(!IJ.tU-:!1.1 s,:~.fet~ .:J:rtd sUPPr..:tr·t. .. t •. te·'l1 be 
riPPed awa~ and riPPed aPart. In a ti9htl~ bunched flock of 
st"1e·e·P } the f 1 ock i :::. -!1. s i n91 e mE~.ss ~ This:. i s;. l ike the chur·ch 
.;:J.s a. ,.._ihe• l e·. l·.i i t.l ... t i ·n the· flock J o·rte she-e·~· •:.3:11 see se'•..'E·t··.2f.l 
ot.h.::·r·s .:t. nd P er·h.;t.F· s €''v'en b l e ~. t acr·r..:•:::.s. s.e· ... ·s·r·-::~.1 ::H<.r·ds tc' 
another sheeP. This is like the local church assembl~. But 
the sheeP is onl~ reall::; close, shoulde-r to Jowl, with onlbl 
the few sheeP that he is actuall~ Ph~sicall~ in contact 
with. The~ are the ones whose closeness and ti9ht. Proximit~ 
t·Jold hirf1 uP .:s:nd keeP hirr1 ~r·•:Jfi'J fal1in9 l ... ~r-~e··n hi=· kn•::-e·s be·cof!'le· 
weak with fear" The~ are the ones who hold him fast when he 
is teMPted to wander off to some seemin9lY 9reener Pastures 
where the wolf lies in wait. This is what the small 9rouP 
is ~.ll .:t.bc,ut .• 

While a sMall 9rouP usuall::; meets about. once a week, I 
want to stress that it is not Just a meetin9; it is a 
relationshiP. It's Just like the Ph;:~sical faMil~ that wa~. 
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!t~S like the faMil~ in that YOUr brother iS still ~our 
brother even if you 9o to different schools. But at dinner 
ti~e~ You sit down and sPend time to9ether. The small 9rouP 
m.z·r,·ll:::u::-r·:::. -~.r·e "f.:s.fl·d l:::t 11 .:s.11 the tir;p:;·# It·'::;: .. .iu.st th.:s.t t}·,.;:·~l ::::.it 
c:k•l .. Jn .SJ:nd ;;:.p ernd t i mt? t.c,g.z-ther· c··nc:e .;~. '···'eek or· ;:;.o. Fl"nne 
Or·t h::nd, 1.•.1h:~::.e hu::.b.:::nd i:::. P.;:~.stor· of the L-~.ke· R•./e··t~u.e 
Ct:)'fl9r·E·9.:t.t.ion.:s.l ChlJ.r·c:t·, i'tt F'r.s.sa.de·t:c .. • C:.;~_1 ifc·r·nic .. • r-·.z·c(:Jf,.,r,.,e'ftd:= .. :?. 
small 9rouP size of from four to ei9ht in her book; LOVE ME 
WITH TOUGH LOVE. She saYs that at least four are necessar:::t 
to r·e.:t.ll::: use· the tir··,e to9ether· r·ichl!::! .:J.nd th-:J_t, I;Jith mot-·e­
t.h~.n e·i9ht .. sc•r,)e· tend tc• 9et lo:::.t. .:.nc:l .?:nc,n::w,~::.u.s. She· .&.1:::-c• 
su99ests that there are two basic different tYPes of small 
9r·c.ut:· ::: .• 

One t:::Pe is desisned for disciP1in9. In this kind of 
s~all 9rouP, the emPhasis is on learnin9 and 9rowin9 in 
Christ. WorshiP! sharin9~ Pra~er, and accountabi1it~ are 
sti 11 P.::.r·ts ~~f the SU!a 11 9r·,~ut:· 's f'ellt.::.~AshiP btt.t the 
e~Phasis is on bible stud~. In such a 9rouP, there is 
us'.'··~.l l !::1 one cw·· t,,;o chr· is t. i .:t:ns ,,;t-,o c.r·e· sP i r· i t.•.J .. :t l l ::1 fi'J.;I. t 1J.r·e· 
and several christians who are :::Jounser in the faith; babe-s 
in christ if !::IOU will, or PerhaPs adolescents to carr::: the 
analo9Y a bit further. The Process is simPlY for the older 
d"Jt .. i:::.ti.;s:os to t:·as:::.-m-, ,,.tha.t. the·:::J h~:·le· lec.r··r,ec:l t.cl the You:r!'3f3i·r· 
O'f1es., I 't1 ;::.t.:.ch ::.rr,-!!.l l 9r··:''J.t=• :::., A'rme Or·t 1 trnd t··ecc,mme·r!l::l:::. th.:;::t. 
the 9rouPs should be all men or all women in order avoid 
havin9 tin9es of romance 9et in the wa!::l of the 9oal the 
9r·otl.P i :::. :::. tr· i vi n9 f m··.. She· DOES ::.a.::~ .. i-·~~:;,~ .•. :e·• ... ·e~··, t.h.;'. t it i :::. 
r·•?.?.l l Y 9ot.:td to m Lv.: m.:u··r· i ed f:• eoP 1 e .:t:nd s i n91 e·:::. in :::-1.1.ch 
Sw·t:H:.Ps.• trP:-ir· diffet··e·,it. i·nsi9hts into va.t··b~u.s issue-:::. helP 
them to learn to better aPPreciate one another. 

The- esther t::~ p e •:!t Sf(Ja_ l l 9r·c•IJ.P i :::. tJ·,,z. II SUP p ·=·r·t. i • .. u: 
f e 1. 1 o1,.1sh i P u • In this k i ncl of' sma.1 l st-·ov.P .• r•ior·e·-ot··-1 e:::.s 
Pe·e·r·:::. i·n C:hr·is.t sirftP lY 9et to9e-thet·· c.ncl :::.a.:::: '''r'c•tJ. tec.ch rt,e 
'.•.!h-!:!.i:· YOIJ. 1-CrtCII.•.' a.bou.t .. JeSIJ$ .;:~:nd I Ill tea.ch YO'-'· l,;h.:;.t r k'fiOI;],. 
Where I'ro stron9 and !::IOU~re weak, I'll helP ~ou .. Where 
:a Ol).' r·e s t.r·on·!:l a 1n::l I .. rr, vH? a.k .• :::t ou. he 1 P r··~e·" v~fiE· c.!l. n 9t"·ol.~= 
tctlite·t.t~te~r-" n 

SuPPortive ~ellowshiPs can be Just one sex; or the~ 
C~~-Tt '=:tS· t:=Ott.1=1 1 e::... t:•t'".. t.Yze!::$ cs. "() be- ~::::t:~s ... , .. ~~ 1 r:-s. .&. ·rtd s i ·n91 e:::. r:-t i ::..;:e·cl 
t.o·::,e·t.he·r·. Or· th~?Y c~.n .a 1 so be P ar·ents ~:nd t.ee··na.9tE·r·::::. r,·fi ::<:e-d 
to9•::-t.her .: e· i the·:·· their· o, ... ,.i'l Ph~;::. i ca.l t:h i l dr·e-r, •:,r· ot.htE-r· 
children willi~9 to adoPt sPiritual rooms and dads for 
a.l.·.'hi le. 

A sm.::. l 1 9r·ouP P t··c•9r·.:t.ftl :::-houl d h.~.'·le :::.c. me- ft•t"r'~·:J.l 
or··:=ta.rdza.tio·r. of· c.t lea.st .. ::. minirit&.l na.t.t .. u-··e· in or·der· fot·· it 
tc• ~ .. JC•d~. To r·e-&.11~ 9et. the mc•s.t out of such .:;. F·r·o9r·,::uc~.. 
small 9rouP:s should for~ and e-xist for a sPecific Period of 
t.iiME" ( A·rl'ne· Or·t h::nd r·e·cs::WJfs'!•S"'f"ld:::. one- Ye.:t.r·) tt:r,d th~E"·n b!---~·B.k -i:l:ncl 
r·efc,r·r··~ i nt.o cli ff'er·s·nt ·:w·c,uPs i ·n C•r·der- t•:1 .;~.void is.csl.:t.tic··r• 
'···' i t.h i ·n ti--,e l oc:~.l chO.t"Ch .&.ssetCJb l !::1 a.s .:;. ,,,1hc•l e·. Sc•me 1 ••• ~.::.::t -::t.l ;::.o 
·rlt?ecl:::. tcs be· se·t uF· -few· fi-nd i n9 sm.:t.l 1 9t··c•u.P ::;;. for· ti'Kss.e ~~.~he:s 
are not comfortable about aPProachin9 others and askin9 
otrt.r· i ·Elht, "He·::: .. }·,ot•.J -~bo1.1. t s_t.s f·or·r~~ i n9 a sr•1.:1.l l ·::tr·ou.F· for· -!!. 
!::lear or so?". But~ at the same time, infor~alit~ should be 
rr,.:9. i nt.:. i 't1e·d so th.;:~.t those t.;ho •!J ish c.a:tr do ,i ttst th-i!.t: 9o to 
·:.·ne· .::.not.he·r· .E!:nd P u. t tc•9et.her· i ncl i · ... · i du.;,.l i ze-d srft.w.ll ·3:--·c•u.t:- s 
t.h.:;.t rt'!et!:·t t.he-ir· i ·ndhddua l rte·e-d:::.. 

~Je .::. l r·ea.d:t~ ha '•le sor .. re of the P r·ot.ot!:l P e· n.;:··t.t •. h:,t··k ;::, h.::·t··e .:;. t 
r~c•r·thbr·ocsk C,:,ven.!l.nt. th.:t. t. .;;;. fu:nt:t i O'lla.l :::.fft-1~.11 9r·Ct1J.f:• ;::. f•'li T1 i ;E. tr·::1 
c:,:,:_:_l d t·e-a 11 !::1 :::.tv i ·rl'3 i ntc• s:e·.i!f.r· a.r·ou.nd. Gr··o1 ••• rl:.h Gt"C•IJ.P I i ::. csr,e 



startin9 Point. The occasional faMil~ suPPers together with 
l)"f'fl:? t•i·... tl .. J<::, c•t.h~!:·r· f.?J.rtt i l i ::·:::. is -!l:not.h.:·r ~ The· f' l tt.•::tu.?J. t i n9 9t"·•:,u.P 
t.h.:::.t. hits Br-·m.rn·· s Chi•:h:n f'or ht·r,ch t.c•9et.he·r· -l:l.ft.t::;·r· chur·c:h 
O'l": Su:nc:l.:t::J s i :::. -£~. th it··d. E\,.en S'J.c:h s i f(JP 1 e t.h i ·n·~:::;. .;:.:::;. t.h!:? : .. .:.:~.::.~ 
we divide uP into tea~s at the famil~ ol~~Pics ni9hts could 
be used as starting Points. 

E:u t .. t··e9~.r·e:ll 1!:·:::.:::. of '.·Jh~. t. s t.~.r·t in·~ P cd ·nts l;JE' be9 in ·fr·c)r•·,, 
r-·e·9.;t.r-·d less of hOt;J ~.~~.::· ct"IOC•se- •:)Lt.r-· 9r·•:,u.P :::;. .~:nd the· rt,.;:·rttl:::u?r·s in 
the!'l'l, t.he 9c•-:tl r•·tt).;::.t be i:,t:) F·ut t.o9ethe·r· !!J€·frll::u:;;·t··s c•f the· lcu:.:t.l 
.:ll.sse·r(,b l~ i ·n 9rt•IJ.P s th.:i!.t ar·e ::;.r .. ,a.ll erlou9h tc• i ·rke·i·"·.:t.•:t 
to·~et.r~~=·r· in love· t•n .:t. r,)e·.!J.ni n9f'!J.l a:nd eff'ect.i · .. h:;- P r·.::.r.::tica.l 
ba.:::. i ::.. Tc1 sa~ t.•Je n 1 o·····e- 11 the .:;-nt i t"'e- bod:::~ c1f' Chr· is t rrJ.:11.!::' be· 
tr·'.f.E· in one· f.:'.shion. Tt:J :;.;:~.~ th.~.t :,.:e- ltt'dE' evet"::Jbocl::; a.t 
Hot··t.hbt··ook Co· ... ·e·r:.;~:nt C}w.r·r.:h rrt.::J.::t a.l s•:• be· tr·u.e i ·r: .:J. nother· 
fa:.::.hion. But to tr·IJ.l!::l -~:nd e·ffe,:thlt!l!:l c.;~.r·r·~ CtJ.l.t th€' ne·~·J 
coMmandment to love one another, we- have to reall~ sPe-nd 
TIME workin9 at it. That means we simP1::; can~t love 
e-ve-r·~ bod:::' ''.li tr·, the· :::; .. ~.me i ntet1::.i t::1 # If I h.EJ.vr:: t'.·.'O hour·s 
available to sPend Prar.:tir.:in9 love this evenin9, and if I 
sPend those two hours with Jack and Jeff and Jim, then who 
F'f'··!l.Ct i ce·s:. s:;.ch l C•'v'e" :,.1 i th t1 ike .g~:!icl f1a.r·k .:::nd i1.::r. t t" I •:.;;~:n ~ t .. 
f·1::; t. i r>1e i ::::. sor,e·. Sor,.,ec•r,e e 1 =·e ~-,a.s tc• or· e·l se t1 H: .:· .:;~:ncl t·1.:t.r·k 
and Matt don't 9et ProPerlY loved in accordance with the 
r,el .• J cor(lfi'!.!l. ndr11cEmt. In .EJ. srr1a. l l 9r·cti.I.P .• '-'·'€' c.£~. n t.::ck e .i:!. 11 •:Jo.t·· t.:~.l k 
:zi.bo:..,.t l•:•'...'E- .3.'nd r·e,a~.ll::a. Put it. t.o :...tor·k. It.··;;: . . :;~. ;::.rrt-E.1l e:·nc,'.t.9h 
1.1.ni t tha.t l . .Je c.::rn r·e.;~.1l~ de··l•:•te enou.9h time- t.r.:t ea.ch rru:·r··,bet~· 
to ma.k e the· love· r·e a. 1 i r~:::te .J:~.d C•f .Just t_..:crt··d:::: .• 
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